Walesa re t r acts presidential ‘quest 1 

WARSAW (AF)---S6fidarity leader Lech Walesa UM report*n Wedaes- 

dRfite he mBdnadcntDod when he said be wll rn br praUnt, nd 


“a«tapher” to Ac P olish news agency PAP Tuesday was a warnfag ta the 
g"** ** ***?* to wort toter fat tostorefag Potodfrotn a 
CammUt to a dewocratk ayrtem. “I cento,” PAP quoted Walesa as 
npliitTKa&Qrwfcfea asked ff be would ran to prettiest fa the next 
tkdiuu. “We have manv wise awl Tllltir'lhlr n rrai l r In LJi B— 
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Bonn proposes unity talks for this month 

BONN (AP) — ChaneeBqr Hffarat Kohl’s government wants the four 
World War D affles and two German states to bold their Qrst high-level 
tabs on German rnifflaitfan thb month, an official said Wednesday. West 
Germany, poshing to rapid mdficatfaa, has been waiting for East 
Germany to form a ai aB rt oa government following the nation’s first-ever 
free de c t lo m March 18* With such a government on the verge of |aH "g 
over, Bonn wants to start foreign minister-level tuitne on nw» fy 1 -«d>tn 
involving the two Germanys and the four World War II victors — the 
United States, the Soviet Union, Britain and France. Preparatory tabs 
occurred fast month fa Bum, but not at mfanstertai levels. A West German 
government official add Bonn has proposed dud Cordgp ministers of tbe six 
nations meet Aprfl 26 and 27. Eb said West Germany wants the meeting to 
ocar In Germany hot a specific site bad not been draco. The official, who 
spoke on naalMuu of not being identified, said a t-g of the European 
Community (EC) foreign minsters b scheduled to April 21. 
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•: Pakistan puts 
; • military on alert 

V ISLAMABAD (AP) — Pakis- 
■ ,1' tan's military leader put his 
...- troops on high alert and Prime 
Mkuster Benazir Bhutto's gov- 
-eminent expressed its “deep re- 
■„ gret” Wednesday over what it 
.. r V called India’s threat of war. 

- General Muza Aslam Beg, the 
army chief of staff, reportedly 

^ mid a meeting of military com- 
.; that Indian Prime Minis- 

ter V.P. Singh’s “threatening 
. statements... call for a high state 
of preparedness and vigilance to 
f frustrate the designs of the 
: enemy.” Singh told the Lok 

Sabha, or Indian parliament, 
2 Tuesday that Pakistan was 
fomenting separatist violence in 
India’s Jamnm-Kashmir state and 
, may “make a limited interven¬ 
tion." Pakistan has denied Indian 
accusations of aiding secessionists 

in Tamm ti- Kafthmir - 

Saudl Arabia to 
keep HaJ quotas 

NICOSIA (R) — Saudi Arabia 
has said quotas for the annual 

* ' pilgrimage to Mecca win remain 

in force, making an Iranian 
boycott tikety for the third year in 
a row. Saudi Interior Minister 
Prince Nayef Ben Abdul Aziz 
told the Saudi Press Agency 
Tuesday that “the percentage 
' \ fixed for pilgrims from each Isla¬ 
mic country stiD exists because 
the circumstances behind the de- 
dskra are still there.” He also 
urged .Muslims to respect Saudi 
laws that bar turning the pflgrim- 
age mto a political rally, said the 

• • SPA report received in Cyprus. 

Sudan frees 10 
politlcatprisoners 

KHARTOUM (AP) —. The 
- miliary government has -released 
10 political detainees, including a 
former minister, a union leader 
and a journalist, informed 
sources said Wednesday. The 
sources, who declined to be 
a named, said among those re- 
M* based was Ismail Abaker, hous¬ 
es: mg minister in the cabinet of 
Prime Minister Sadeq AI Mahdi 
who was ousted by Omar Hassan 
AI Bashir June 30. Abaker was 
detained shortly after the coup. 
Hashim Mohamamd Ahmad, 
leader of the disbanded engineer 
union, and Faisal Mohammad 
Salim, a correspondent for the 
London-based “AI Arab AI 
Landania” newspaper were also 

- j released, the sources added. 

Angola agrees to 
; talks in Portugal 

LISBON (AP) — The Angolan 
government has agreed to start 
peace talks with Jonas Savimbi’s 
UNTTA rebels this month in Por¬ 
tugal, the Angolan state news 
“ agency Angop reported Wednes¬ 
day. In a dispatch released in 
^ Lisbon, the agency quoted Ango- 
^ bn Deputy Foreign Minister 
*.S Veoando de Moura as saying: 
"Probably this month (and) next 
month-, representatives of the 
Angolan government and ele- 
_ meats of UNITA will meet to 
. discuss the internal problem.” 

/, Afghan rebels free 
: Soviet soldier 

ISLAMABAD (R) — A Soviet 
_ KOdkr held captive by A^fcian 
V rctek for nearly four years has 
.been handed over to Soviet diplo- 
. V- “ats after Afghan government 
' troops set trim free. The official 
V. Afghan Bakhtar news agency re- 
ported Wednesday that Alexy 
Rntowicfc Echonov was handed 
to fire Soviet embassy in Kabul 
’ Tuesday. Echonov was released 
Sunday during a government op* 
Wrtjon against rebels north of 
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Romania asks 
; ex-king 

* • to postpone visit 

r BUCHAREST (R) — The 
Romanian government on 
jt Wednesday asked ex-king 
‘ Michael to postpone his first visit 
; to the country since he was de- 
‘ feofted and sent into exile 42 
' years ago. Tire former monarch 
r was due to arrive Thursday from 
' Jus heme in Switzerland for a 
- *eek-long visit over Easter. In a 

* Sternest, the government said it 
.rind asked him to postpone tire 

trip until after elections on May 
28 because “ Ms coming to tire 
rcoantiy in this period might ex- 


ti j .7ii.'tl >M +•;»ri itjHT 


. ■> danger his personal security. 1 


National charter 
may take months 
to draft — Obeidat 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The newly- 
formed Royal Commission to 
work out a national charter as 
proposed by His Majesty King 
Hnssein will embark on its task 
on Saturday and it wfll take sever¬ 
al months to complete its mission, 
the commission’s chairman, 
Ahmad Obeidat, announced 
Wednesday. 

Interviewed on Jordan Televi¬ 
sion, Obeidat, a former prime 
minister, said he would hold con¬ 
tacts with commission members to 
agree with them on the common 
ground for discussions and to 
sound out their views about the 
main ideas to be included in the 
proposed charter. 

“I cannot define exactly the 
period of time needed fin- the 
commission’s work to be com¬ 
pleted, bnt I expect several 
months if the commission is to 
achieve fruitful results,” Obeidat 
said. 

Obeidat, a member of the Up¬ 
per House of Parliament, said the 


present stage in Jordan was “in¬ 
fluenced by external and internal 
dimensions.'’ He said the demo¬ 
cratic tife in Jordan “requires a 
national dialogue to define 
national objectives which all sec¬ 
tors agree to achieve and the 
necessary elements required for 
this process.” 

“What is needed from the char¬ 
ter,” he added, “is a way to 
maintain a balance among the 
various groups in Jordan’s society 
and among the three constitution¬ 
al powers which form the princip¬ 
al factors in tbe Kingdom,” be 
said. 

The present stage, he added, 
“requires widening the popular 
base for true public participation 
in the decision-making process.” 

The charter, he said, should 
dearly reflect Jordan’s aspira¬ 
tions and define the true orienta¬ 
tion of various groups and Lay 
down criteria that can enhance 
national identity.” 


Two killed in 
occupied lands 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies)—Israeli soldiers shot 
and wounded six Palestinians and 
a suspected Arab collaborator 
shot dead a Palestinian teenager 
in. the occupied , territQggftft. 
Wednesday, residents and hospit¬ 
al officials said. 

Israeli soldiers fired on demon¬ 
strators in the Gaza Strip town of 
Khan Yunis and nearby refugee 
camp, wounding six when vio¬ 
lence erupted after the army 
lifted a three-day curfew, resi¬ 
dents said. 

In Dura village near Hebron on 
the West Bank residents said 
Idris Yousef Aqeel, 38, fired on 
Palestinians malting a barricade 
to enforce a boycott on Israeli 
goods. Hospital officials said 
Amer Abdul Nabi Ami, 16 died 
of bullet wounds' in the chest. 

Residents said Aqeel was sus¬ 
pected of being armed and paid 
by tbe Israeli forces. 

They said Amr was among a 
group of masked youths who had 
been entering shops in tbe village to 
enforce a ban of Israeli products 
ordered by underground leaders 
as part of the Palestinian upris¬ 
ing. 


An army spokesman main¬ 
tained the youth’s death was due 
to “internal conflicts” in the vil¬ 
lage. He said the village was put 
under curfew and police were 
ipvestigruing^the slaying. 

In Arab Jerusalem police used 
tear-gas and rubber bullets 
against demonstrating Arab 
schoolchildren, Israel Radio said. 
Palestinians said police invaded 
the playground of Rashidiyeh 
school and arrested at least six 
students. 

Gazans observed a strike called 
by die fundamentalist Islamic 
Jihad organisation to mark the 
second anniversary of the expul¬ 
sion of Abdul Aziz Odeh, the 
group’s spiritual leader. 

During tbe 28-month revolt 
against Israeli rale in the occu¬ 
pied territories, Palestinian 
nationalists have killed 196 
Arabs, most of suspicion of being 
informers. 

Also Wednesday, the body of a 
suspected collaborator, Mustafa 
Khalil Masoud, 30, was brought 
to a Gaza Strip hospital after be 
had been axed and stabbed to 
death in tbe Jabaliya refugee 
camp, hospital officials said. 


Peres gets 15 
days reprieve 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Labour Party leader Shimon 
Peres won an extra 15 days to pull 
together a government after the 
last-minute defection of two reli¬ 
gious lawmakers Wednesday 
spoiled his immediate hopes of- 
becommg prime minister. 

President Chaim Herzog 
granted the extension to Peres, 
who has vowed to make peace 
negotiations with the Palestinians 
his first priority. 

But the president also wanted 
that the political manoeuvring 
surrounding formation of a coali¬ 
tion has raised “piercing ques¬ 
tions about our system of govern¬ 
ment and our political culture.” 

Both Labour and the rival 
right-wing Likud bloc have open¬ 
ly offered political favours to hue 
defectors from the opposite 
camp. The backroom deals have 
sparked a grass-roots campaign 
for electoral reform to lessen the 
power of minority parties. 

Peres bad planned to present 
his coalition to parliament for 
approval Wednesday, counting 
on die support of 61 of tbe 120 


tire ultra-orthodox Agudat Israel 
party. _ 

Bnt hi a dramatic turnaround 
just hours before the crucial vote, 
Agudat lawmaker Avrabam 
Verdiger announced that he had 
resigned from parliament. Party 
colleague Eliezer Mizrahi then 
said he would vote against Peres. 

Both are political hardliners 
opposed to the Labour philoso¬ 
phy of accepting territorial com¬ 


promise in exchange for peace. 

Verdiger’s resignation renewed 
the anger in Israel over the dis¬ 
proportionate influence of the 
small religious parties that serve 
as kingmakers in any attempt to 
form a coalition. 

When he announced be was 
quitting, Verdiger said he had 
sought the advice of the Luba- 
vitefaer rabbi Menachem Sdmeer- 
son of Brooklyn, New York, a 
leading Hassidie figure with great 
influence in Israel although he 
has never been to the Jewish 
state. 

“The rabbi said that nothing 
has changed in his position on 
eretz Israel,” Verdiger said on 
Israel Radio. Schneerson has 
written that “land of Israel," 
including occupied territory, was 
given by God to the Jews and 
must not be given up. 

Political commentators said 
Peres’ prospects appeared slim, 
ranting doubt on the 66-year-old 
Labour leader’s political future. 

Labour might be forced to re¬ 
turn to a national unity govern¬ 
ment with Likud, and former 




zhak Rabin, 67, could emerge as 
compromise candidate for prime 
minister- 

As Peres left the president’s 
residence be told reporters: “I am 
convinced that if Israel does not 
open a peace process, we will tose 
the diplomatic initiative and cre¬ 
ate the conditions for a hostile 
initiative.” 

(Continued on page 5) 



Young protesters bokting banners gathered at the entrance to 
Amman Marriott Hotel Wednesday evening to greet a delegation of 
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IMF said 
seeking cut 
in food 
subsidies 
in 1991 

By Salameh Ne’matt 

Special to the Jordan 77raes 


AMMAN — Jordan has met 
most 1989 targets set by the 
structural adjustment programme 
agreed with the Internationa] 
Monetary Fund (IMF), but the 
fund is seeking additional adjust¬ 
ments related to food subsidies, 
the tax system, remittances from 
Jordanian expatriates and tbe ser¬ 
vices sector, financial sources said 
Wednesday. 

The sources told the Jordan 
Times the government and the 
IMF. who are expected to sign 
the first draft of a letter of intent 
this week, have reached agree¬ 
ment on “complementary mea¬ 
sures designed to meet 1990 
adjustment targets.” 

They said the IMF had asked 


American senators in a “welcome/protest' 7 action (Photo by Yousef 
AI ’Allan) 


‘Playing politics with Jerusalem dangerous to peace 
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By Mariam M. Shatrin 
ead P.V. Vtvekansnd «- 

AMMAN —- Any decision which 
does not conform with the reality 
that Arab Jerusalem is part of 
Arab territories occupied by 
force by Israel in 1967 is beyond 
the framework of International 
legitimacy and the use of Holy 
City in any political game is a 
dangerous tampering with peace. 
His Majesty King Hussein 
Wednesday told a team of visiting 
American senators. 

The senators, who paid an 
overnight visit to Jordan, were 
later greeted with a “welcome/ 
silent” {notest against the U.S. 
Senate’s recent adoption of a 
resolution recognising Jerusalem 
as the capital of Israel. 

In his meeting with the Senate 
team, led by Senate minority (Repub¬ 
lican) leader Robert Dole of Kansas, 
the King said: “Jerusalem was a 
symbol of peace and it should remain 
so.” 


“Jerusalem is an integral part of the 
Arab ter rito r i es occupied (by Israel) 
in the 1967 war,” the King was 
quoted as saying by tbe Jordan News 
Agency, Pena. “Any decision con¬ 
cerning Jerusalem which does not 
conform with this reality violates in¬ 
ternational legitimacy.” 

“Using Jerusalem in the political 
game is a dangerous tampering with 
peace," the King warned. 

On Soviet Jewish immigration to 
Israel and the occupied territories, 
the King said that while Jordan firmly 
believed in human rights and the right 
of everyone to travel, emigration and 
the choice of residence, the exercising 
of soefa rights “should not be at the 
expense of the rights of other peo¬ 
ple.” 

The King said die Arabs and Jor¬ 
dan were not against the principle of 
Soviet Jewish emigration but opposed 
“any attempt to settle them in the 
occupied territories. What would fol¬ 
low this settlement is the transfer of 
the Palestinian people from their 
land.” 

Tbe King called for all powers and 
countries which respect human rights 


to shoulder their responsibilities and 
adopt action to ensure that the im¬ 
migration of Soviet Jews to Israel 
would noc lead to tbe expulsion of 
Palestinians from their land. 

The King assailed the “unjust 
(Western and American) campaign 
against Iraq," Petra said. He said Iraq 
did not threaten anyone and did not 
declare any intention of at ta c king 
anyone, but was practising its legiti¬ 
mate right to confirm its ability to 
defend itself against any attack. 

The King was referring to a warn¬ 
ing issued by Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein last week that Iraq would 
retaliate with binary chemical 
weapons if attacked by Israel. 

“Iraq plays a key role in the stabil¬ 
ity of the region,” the King said. 
“Therefore it is incumbent upon 
everyone to support efforts to imple¬ 
ment U.N. Security Council Resolu¬ 
tion 598” and bring about a perma¬ 
nent settlement to tbe Iran-Iraq con¬ 
flict. 

He also outlined the goals of the 
Arab Cooperation Council (ACC) 
and its future plans of coordination 
with the Gulf Cooperation Council 


(GCC) and the Arab Maghreb Un¬ 
ion. He also briefed the senators on 
the democratisation process in Jordan 
and steps taken to draft a national 
charter to guide political life in the 
Kingdom, Petra reported. 

In reply. Senator Dole emphasised 
the important role played by Jordan 
and King Hussein for peace and 
stability and expres s ed appreciation 
for tbe Kingdom's democratic march 
and its direction towards pluralism, 
Petra said. 

His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan also met with the American 
delegation and outlined Jordan’s 
position on efforts for peace in the 
region and its support for the rights of 
the Palestinian people in their nation¬ 
al soil, the agency said. The Crown 
Prince also explained tbe dangers 
inherent in Soviet Jewish immigration 
to Israel and their settlement in the 
occupied territories. 

Following the meetings at the 
Royal Palace, the senators and their 
wives proceeded to Amman Marriott 
Hotel where they were greeted by a 

(Cottoned on page 5) 


Substitutes for defence, martial 
laws to go before House in May 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — All draft legisla¬ 
tion aimed at plugging 
loopholes left by the expected 
total abolition of the 1935 De¬ 
fence Law and martial law 
provisions mil be ready for 
presentation to Parliament 
when the legislative authority 
begins an extraordinary session 
next month, Interior Minister 
Salem Masa’adeh said 
Wednesday. 

By preparing and submitting 
the draft laws to parliament, 
the government will be fulfill¬ 
ing a pledge it made to the 
Lower House in January that 
the 1935 Defence Law and 
martial! law— imposed in 1967 
under the provisions of the 
defence — will be abolished in 
six months' time, Masa’adeh 
noted in an informal briefing 
for reporters. 

The minister said that while 
almost all laws under prepara¬ 
tion by expert teams at foe 
Prime Ministry primarily aim 
at replacing martial law provi¬ 
sions affecting “ordinary life in 
the Kingdom,” an emergency 
defence law was also being 
drafted to take tbe place of the 
1935 Defence Law. 

But this law “will not be 
enacted except under 
emergency situations concern¬ 
ing issues of national security,” 
sod will need a royal decree 
and endorsement by the coun¬ 
cil of ministers to be enforced, 
the minister emphasised. 

The minis ter said 34 “politic¬ 
al prisoners” were released re¬ 


cently and disclosed that there 
were 31 people currently serv¬ 
ing varying prison sentences 
for “politically-related criminal 
activities.” But, he added, 
these could not be considered 
“political prisoners” since they 
had been tried and convicted 
of security crimes such as 
sabotage, and possession and 
use of firearms and explosives 
resulting in the death and in¬ 
jury of people, particularly 
security forces.” 

The minister, however, held 
out the possibility that some of 
these prisoners could be re¬ 
leased, despite the fact that 
“they cannot be categorised as 
political prisoners, their cases 
will be reviewed,” Masa’adeh 
said. Hie did not give any time 
frame for the review. 

Masa’adeh said that the gov¬ 
ernment was aware of the ex¬ 
istence of at least 29 distinct 
political groupings. “In this era 
of the (proposed) national 
charter, we deal with them 
with flexibility and tolerance 
despite the fact that we do not 
recognise them as political par- 

tie#,” he said. “We see them as 
fora for the Jordanian citizens, 
who enjoy tbe right to express 
their points of view and opin¬ 
ion.” 

The minister noted that a 
1953 law, which allows for the 
formation of political parties in 
Jordan, remained die effective 
'legislation governing political 
parties in the Kingdom. The 
1953 law was frozen in 1958. 

In any event, he said, legal¬ 
isation of political parties will 
have to wait until the national 


charter, which is expected to 
spell out the guidelines for 
political life in the Kingdom, is 
formalised after approval by 
the people in a referendum and 
parliament endorsement. Ele¬ 
ments of the national charter 
could inspire related legisla¬ 
tion, according to the minister. 
He described the proposed 
charter, which will be prepared 
by a 60-member Royal Com¬ 
mission appointed this week, 
as a “moral document and a 
social contract of great value 
which will be governed by 
laws.” 

In answer to a question, the 
minister said there was no pro¬ 
vision in the Jordanian con¬ 
stitution barring political par¬ 
ties in the Kingdom from hav¬ 
ing relations with foreign poli¬ 
tical parties. 

“Jordan cannot re main iso¬ 
lated from political activities 
outside the country,” be said. 
“But any party seeking recog¬ 
nition in Jordan has to be 
Jordanian in formation.” 

Information Minister Ibra¬ 
him Tzzeddin, who arranged 
die informal briefing as part of 
his weekly Wednesday meet¬ 
ings with the press, explained 
tins point: “For instance, if 
there is a Jordanian socialist 
party, there is no constitutional 
provision which bars it from 
having links with another 
socialist party, or any other 
party” 

Masa’adeh affirms that 
“brotherly discussions, not 
necessarily on a high-official 

(Continued on page 5) 
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1991 through a gradual reduction 
of subsidies. 

The letter of intent, endorsed 
by tbe Cabinet Saturday, calls on 
tbe government to establish “a 
system of cards to be distributed 
to low-income people so that 
subsidies benefit only those who 
need it. until subsidies are lifted 
altogether in 1991.” 

Finance Minister Base! Jar- 
daneh said recently that the real 
size of subsidies in 1990 was 
expected to reach JD 72 million 
rather than the JD 60 million 
projected in the budget. 

The letter of intent also com¬ 
mits the government to enact a 
value added tax (VAT) system in 
addition to “reconsidering tbe 
customs tariff to improve re¬ 
venues," according to the 
sources. 

They said negotiations between 
the IMF and the government last 
week “showed that the govern¬ 
ment had met its targets in most 
sectors and was able to go beyond 
these targets in some sectors dur¬ 
ing 1989." 

However, the Kingdom did not 
meet its targets “in some services 
industries that were expected to 
boom due to the devaluation of 
the dinar," according to the 
sources who did not name the 
industries concerned. But they 
added that the failure to reach 
targets in some sectors was “nor¬ 
mal and understandable." 

Remittances from Jordanian 
expatriates, according to the 
sources, also fell short of pro¬ 
jected targets. They said that 
remittances reached S600 million 
in 1989 compared to a projected 
$800 million. 

Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
Governor Mohamamd Saeed 
Nabulsi said recently he expected 
remittances to grow from last 
year’s $600 million to $850 mil¬ 
lion this year due to the achieved 
stability of the Jordanian dinar. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Belgian hostages could be freed 
soon, Palestinian group says 


BRUSSELS (R) — Remaining 
members of a Belgian family kid¬ 
napped and held hostage by a 
Palestinian guerrilla group might 
be freed soon, the group's 
spokesman said in an interview 
published Wednesday. 

The Fateh Revolutionary 
Council (FRC) freed Frenchwoman 
Jacqueline Valente, 31, her Bel¬ 
gian lover Fernand Houtekins, 
42, and their two-year-old baby 
daughter Sophie, bom iu cap¬ 
tivity. 

l^e other four Belgians still 
held are Houtekins' brother 
Emmanuel, 44, bis sister-in-law 
Godeheve Kets, 39, and their 
children Valerie, 18, and Lau¬ 
rent, 19. 

All were seized in 1987 from 
the yacht Silco in the eastern 
Mediterranean. 

'‘(Negotiations) are proceeding 
well. I hope we will soon be able 
to free the family," Walid 
Khaleed, spokesman for the 
FRC, told the Belgian daily Le 
Soir. 

The Belgian government has 
said the negoications, led by a 
senior envoy to Lebanon, are at a 
delicate stage and has declined all 
comment. 

The FRCTs main demand has 
been the freedom of Nasser Said, 
one of its guerrillas jailed for life 
for a 1980 attack on a synagogue 
in the port of Antwerp. 

According to Belgian law. Said 
has the right to plead for a pardon 
in July, having served 10 years in 
jail. 

Khaled told Le Soir that the 
release of Said was not the only 
condition. The FRC also wanted 
the Belgian government to limit 
what he called the “activities of 
Mossad (Israel’s secret service) 
on its territory.” 

He charged that the FRC had 
established that the four hostages 
had worked for Mossad. They 
had been treated well, but they 
were legitimate prisoners, he 
added. 

“We are not giving any ultima¬ 
tum and threatening to execute 
them if we are not satisfied. We 
are detaining them, that is all,” 
he said. 

The FRC is described by 
Washington as one of the world’s 
most dangerous terrorist groups, 
responsible for dozens of rad is 


that have killed or wounded some 
900 people across the world in the 
past 20 years. Its leader is Sabri 
A1 Banna, also nown as Abu 
Nidal. 

Bush welcomes release 

In Toronto, visiting U.S. Presi¬ 
dent George Bush Tuesday wel¬ 
comed the freeing of three Euro¬ 
pean hostages in Lebanon and 
said Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi deserved credit if he 
helped arrange the release. 

“If, indeed, a person deserves 
credit for facilitating the releasing 
of people held against their will 
— anyone in the world — I would 
certainly say, fine, give the per¬ 
son credit,” Bush said at a news 
conference here. 

The president, in Toronto for 
talks with Canadian Prime Minis¬ 
ter Brian Mulroney and a base¬ 
ball game, said he was not famili¬ 
ar with cricumstances surround¬ 
ing the release of the three hos¬ 
tages. 

Bush said that if Qadhafi had 
played the part be was credited 
with, “I would say that's very 
posrtivie," but added that the 
United States and Libya still had 
major differences. 

In Paris, the French govern¬ 
ment responded to mounting cri¬ 
ticism Wednesday by insisting it 
had not dealt with terrorists in 
negotiating a release of the hos¬ 
tages. 

The freed hostages were flown 
to France and spent the night at a 
military hospital outride Paris. 

Foreign Minister Roland 
Dumas said “state to state” nego¬ 
tiations gained the release of the 
three, who were believed to have 
been held in Libya. Dumas said 
France “did not speak with the 
abductors.” 

Those who criticised the gov¬ 
ernment’s praise for Libyan lead¬ 
er Col. Muammar Qadhafi for 
helping to free the three were 
“being picky,” he said. 

President Francois Mitterrand 
had personally thanked Qadhafi 
for his “determining" role in the 
releases, and Dumas declared 
that tense French-Libyan rela¬ 
tions would now improve. 

Qadhafi has backed Abu Nid¬ 
al, who along with some of his 
followers has been convicted of 
terrorist attacks abroad. Qadhafi 


reportedly has allowed Abu Nidal 
to live near the Libyan capital of 
Tripoli. There have also been 
reports, however, that the Li¬ 
byans have restricted the move¬ 
ments of Abu Nidal and bis 
lieutenants. 

In an editorial Wednesday, the 
conservative newspaper Le 
Figaro branded Qadhafi the “Teal 
abductor" of the newly freed 
hostages. 

A month ago, France returned 
to Libya three French-made Mir¬ 
age jet fighters that had been in 
France for repairs since 1986. 
Libya, pressing for delivery of the 
aircraft, closed its ports to French 
ships in December. 

In its editorial, Le Figaro said: 
“One imagines that the thank- 
yous addressed by Roland Dumas 
to Col. Qadhafi were part of a 
'deal' which permitted the end of 
three years of imprisonment.” 

“We have been working on this 
case for months,” Dumas told 
reporters laie Tuesday after the 
hostages' arrival. “We alerted a 
large number of countries, parti¬ 
cularly Libya. Our discussions 
were only state to state, with 
respect for the principles which 
are ours." 

Previous releases of French 
hostages by pro-Iranian Lebanese 
groups prompted charges that 
France barters with terrorists, 
claims France has denied. 

U.S. Stale Department offi¬ 
cials welcomed the release but 
were critical of France's warm 
words for Qadhafi. 

The U.S. officials said France 
and other countries should press 
Libya to expel the Abu Nidal 
group and stop alleged efforts to 
make chemical weapons. 

Valente, 32, and Houtekins, 43 
made no public statements upon 
their arrival, refusing to discuss 
conditions of their captivity or 
where they were held. They were 
taken to a military hospital and 
all appeared healthy. 

The three had been dropped 
off at the French embassy in 
Beirut Tuesday morning by 
masked gunmen in cars with 
drawn curtains. 

A baby boy Valente borne in 
captivity in March 1989 died re¬ 
cently, French Ambassador Rene 
Ala said he learned from her. The 
infant died from a digestive sys¬ 


tem ailment be said. 

Dumas told reporters that 
French and Belgian authorities 
remained in contact for the re¬ 
lease of the four. 

Qadhafi said Tuesday that the 
Abu Nidal group was “distanc¬ 
ing” itself from its terrorist repu¬ 
tation by releasing the hostages, 
Libyan News Agency (JANA) 
reported. 

British newspapers, insisting 
that Mirage jets were exchanged 
for three European hostages 
freed In Lebanon, Wednesday 
accused France of “nauseating’' 
hypocrisy in its gratitude to 
Libya. 

The Times said: “Yesterday’s 
identifying spectacle of Frew* 
ministers grovelling before Col. 
Qadhafi, whose clients had just 
released three French captives, 
drives home once again the ex¬ 
tent of international hypocrisy on 
this question.” 

Qadhafi was praised by France 
for bis “noble and hum anti arian” 
gesture in securing the hostages* 
freedom. 

“Yet if the Libyan government 
did not sponsor the Fateh Re¬ 
volutionary Council of Abu Nidal 
in the first place, the hostages 
might not have been taken or 
held for as long as two and a half 
years,” the Times said. 

The Daily Mail took a similar 
line. “The gratitude of tire French 
Foreign Minister (Roland 
Dmnass) is sufficiently cloying to 
turn the strongest stomachs. He 
fawns on the colonel for hzs “no¬ 
ble and humanitarian gesture.” 

The Independent also found 
French praise of Libya hard to 
bear. 

“Such rhetoric is nauseating,” 
the newspaper said. 'To describe 
the reversing of a criminal act as 
high-minded and humanitarian 
carries realpolitik too far, even by 
French standards. 

The Times also accused France 
of ignoring Europe's supposedly 
united front in refusing to deal 
with groups regarded by the West 
terrorists. 

“When the British government 
is accused of lacking in European 
solidarity... Mis. Thatcher will be 
entitled to shout Tripoli' at any 
Frenchman who dares criticise 
her,” it said. 


Kurdish rebels kill 7 in southeast Turkey 


DIYARBAK2R, Turkey (Agen¬ 
cies) — Separatist Kurdish rebels 
gunned down seven people in an 
apparent revenge raid on an un¬ 
defended hamlet southeast Tur¬ 
key, security sources said 
Wednesday. 

About 60 rebels of the Marxist 
Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) 
attacked Ortulu — a settlement 
of only four bouses — Tuesday 
night and shot dead two brothers 
and their five children outside 
their homes, they said. 

They burned the victims’ 
houses to the ground before 
fleeing. The sources said the raid 
was possibly a reprisal for the 
earlier killing of three PKK guer¬ 
rillas near Ortulu, which is near 
the town of Pervari 80 kilometres 
north of the Iraqi border. 

A second PKK attack on the 
nearby hamlet of Dugunculer on 
the same night was thwarted by 
village guards and the rebels 
withdrew after trilling some farm 
animals owned by the villagers. 

Troops have killed 26 rebels 
and captured at least 15 since last 
Saturday. Security sources say 
this has been the biggest loss 
suffered in so few days by the 
PKK since 1984. 

A violent campaign for Kur¬ 
dish independence in southeast 
Turkey, launched by the PKK six 


years ago, has claimed more than 
2,000 lives so far. 

The government on Monday 
adopted a series of civic restric¬ 
tions in the region to facilitate its 
combat against the insurgency 
but did not increase military 
measures. 

Meanwhile leftist gunmen 
overpowered employees in two 
offices of the governing Mother¬ 
land Party Wednesday and set off 
explosives that caused damage 
but no injuries, police said. 

Istanbul’s police chief, Hamdi 
Ardali, told the Associated Press 
that two leftist gunmen raided the 
party's office in the district of 
Umraniye on the Asian side of 
this city at about 10:30 a.m. (0730 
GMT). 

Ardali said the gunmen tied up 
four people and put them in 
another room before placing 
hand-made explosives on the 
main office floor. The small blast 
shattered windows and caused 
some other damage, Ardali said. 

He said the gunmen painted 
slogans on the walls such as “Kur¬ 
dish belongs to Kurds, we will 
break those hands which are aim¬ 
ing at Kurds” and “Dev-Sol” or 
revolutionary left, an outlawed 
leftist group. They then fled. 

A second blast occurred almost 
simultaneously in the party's 


Kucukcekmece office on the 
European side of the city after 
three gunmen raided the office 
and overpowered a secretary. 

The hand-made explosives 
caused damage but no casualties, 
he said. 

Police were searching for the 
gunmen, he added. 

Dev-Sol was active in the fight¬ 
ing between leftist and rightist 
groups which claimed 5,000 lives 
in late 1970s before the 1980 
military takeover. 

Many members of the group 
have been jailed on conviction of 
terrorist activities. 

In a separate development, a 
Turkish deputy tipped for lead¬ 
ership of the ruling Motherland 
Party denied Wednesday that he 
passed state secrets from a diplo¬ 
mat to a journalist. 

An Ankara state security court 
prosecutor said Hassan Celal 
Guzel was named in the indict¬ 
ment of a case against columnist 
Uluc Gurkan of the liberal daily 
Gones. 

The prosecution has demanded 
Gurkan be jailed for up to 15 
years for publishing “information 
deemed secret in the interest of 
the state,” the journalist told 
Reuters. 

The indictment said Guzel gave 
the journalist the minutes of last 


December’s talks between Tur¬ 
kish President Turgot Ozal and 
U.S. President George Bush in 
Washington. 

“The claims in the indictment 
are total lies and slander. I will 
ask parliament to lift my immun¬ 
ity,” Guzel told reporters. 

The 45-year-old former educa¬ 
tion minister cannot be tried or 
even questioned unless the house 
votes to lift his parliamentary 
immunity. 

Guzel said the claim in the 
indictment that he obtained the 
documents from a 27-year-old 
Turkish woman diplomat with 
whom he had a romantic liaison 
was “ridKukms.'' 

Dipomat Hande Mmncu was 
suspended after being named as 
the source of the documents, a 
Foreign Ministry spokesman said. 

Gurkan said his article was 
based on information made pub¬ 
lic by Ozal and other officials and 
verified by Washington sources. 
Guzel was not involved m any 
way, he added. 

Guzel is seen as one of the 
strongest candidates for the post 
of Motherland chairman ex¬ 
pected to be decided in January. 

According to the secret mi¬ 
nutes, Ozal and Bush disn^eri 
several issues including die Cyp¬ 
rus problem. 


Iranian 

paper 

appeals again 

hostages 

release 

NICOSIA (AP) — A Tehran 
newspaper Wednesday said the 
release of three Western hostages 
in Lebanon a day earlier should 
be a prelude to the release of aO 
hostages, as their captivity con¬ 
tradicted Islamic teachings. 

The English-language daily 
Tehran Hines, which often re¬ 
flects the opinions of President 
Hashenn Rafsanjani, said, ‘in 
fact the issue of hostage taking 
should come to an end for all with 
no discrimination.” 

The editorial, exempted by the 
official Islamic Republic News 
Agency, said that Iran was work¬ 
ing to get aO hostages freed. 

Referring to the three Euro¬ 
peans released in Beirut Tuesday, 
the daily said it hoped their free¬ 
dom was “a prelude to freedom 
of all hostages regardless of their 
nationality, religion and belief.” 

Frenchwoman Jacqueline 
Valente, 32, Belgian Fernand 
Houtekins, 43, and their 2-year- 
old daughter Sophie-Liberte were 
flown Tuesday night to Paris after 
being released to French diplo¬ 
mats earlier in the day by Faieb- 
Revolntionary Council (FRC). 
The Libya-backed Palestinian 
guerrilla group led by Aba Nidal 
had been holding them for almost 
two and a half years. 

The Tehran Times editorial on 
the hostages was the third in as 
many months advocating their 
release. 

“The Islamic Republic has tune 
and ?gain announced its outright 
opposition to hostage taking as 
the country finds it contradictory 
with the Islamic teaching? and 
regards it a serious violation of 
human relations,” the editorial 
said, according to die IKNA re¬ 
port monitored in Nicosia. 

The editorial noted that a large 
number of Muslims held in Israeli 
jails should be considered hos¬ 
tages since they were imprisoned 
without due p roce s s. 

Freedom for hundreds of 
Lebanese Siri’ite Muslims jailed 
in Israel has been a repeated 
demand of all the shadowy 
groups claiming to bold Western 
hostages in Lebanon. 

Hie editorial said that the Isla¬ 
mic Republic felt “dutybound” to 
do all in its power to facilitate the 
release of hostages, mainly out of 
human and Identic considera¬ 
tions. 

“Iran therefore is one with and 
backs up aO those who believe in 
seriously working to get all the 
hostages, whether Western or 
from other countries, released as 
soon as possible,” file newspaper 
said. 


Islamic militants boosted 
in Sudan cabinet reshuffle 


CAIRO (R)—Sudanese militaiy 
ruler Omar Hassan A1 Bashir 
reshuffled his g ov er nm ent Tues¬ 
day for the first time since he 
sensed power in Juki, giving two 
m iniste rial posts to Muslim fun¬ 
damentalist politicians. 

Bashir, head of state, prime 
minister and commander-in-chief 
of the armed forces, toppled file 
elected government of Sadeq A1 
Mahdi in a crap last June, return¬ 
ing impoverished Sudan to milit¬ 
ary role for the fourth time since 
independence in 1956. 

An obscure army brigadier un¬ 
til June, Bashir placed Sudan 
under a state of emergency, sus¬ 
pended the constitution and <fis- 
sohred parliament, political par¬ 
ties and trade unions. He also 
suppressed tbc press and de¬ 
tained scores of politicians, trade 
unio nists and human-rights activ¬ 
ists. 

His powerful 15-man ruling 
junta, widely suspected of sub¬ 
scribing to a mili tant Islamic 
ideology and increasingly adopt¬ 
ing anti-Western rhetoric, has left 
civilian cabinet ministers little au¬ 
thority, a fact that Khartoum- 
bared diplomats say has repe¬ 
atedly caused friction. 

Tuesday’s reshuffle, which fol¬ 
lowed weeks of rumours in Khar¬ 
toum about a posable change in 
government, involved the minis- 
tries of finance, information, 
bousing and education. 


The governors of the important 
central and Kordofan regions 
were also replaced by two junta 
members. Colonels Suliman 
Mohammad Sufiman and Fasal 
Madam Mnkhtar, respectively. 

Bashir named Hussein Abu 
Saleh, a leading member of the 
banned Democratic Unionist Par¬ 
ty, as housing grimstcr and gave 
the education brief to Abdullah 
Mo hammad Ahmad, a member 
of MabdTs Umtoa Party. 

Both Abu Saleh and Ahmad 
served as cabinet ministers during 
the three years of MahdTs role. 
They are known to be sympathe¬ 
tic to the militant National Isla¬ 
mic Front, which has for years 
campaigned for the strict imple¬ 
mentation of Islamic Sharia 
Laws. 

Arab and Western diplomats 
say Bashir's junta is also believed 
to have links with the from, 
advocating a hardline oo rebels 
fighting the government in the 
mainly anlmist and Christian 
south for nearly seven years. 

Abu Saleh has since the over¬ 
throw of Jaafar Nmneiri in 1985 
served as minister of health, 
education and foreign affairs, 
while Ahmad held the informa¬ 
tion and trade jobs imder Mahdi. 

Bashir named Mohammad 
Khogli Salhein, a former in¬ 
formation minister and until 
Tuesday’s reshuffle the bead of 
the state news agency, to replace 


A2i Sbomoo as information 

Shomod, according to the di¬ 
plomats, has been at loggerheads 
with the junta over the past two 
weeks. He has privately spoken 
against the junta’s pofidesand 
complained about the w 
influence of mibtant Mwfims 
within the government, they said. 

Bashir also dismissed Finance 
Minister Sayed Ah Zaki, naming 
Abdul Rahim Hamdi as his re-, 
placement. 

Zaki was involved in a pttbb- 
ritfri row with ft junta m ember in 
charge of the economy, navy Coi* 
and Salahuddin Karar, over fore- ’ 
ign-currency regulations im¬ 
plemented by the military on 
importers. He argued that the 
stringent rules were responsible 
for the acute shortages of con¬ 
sumer goods. 

The dismissal of Zaki came 
nearly six weeks after the Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fond (INS 3 ) 
gave Sudan until July 15 to intro¬ 
duce sweeping economic reforms. 
Sudan owes the fund an esti¬ 
mated $1.7 billion in arrears and 
faces possible expulsion from the 
o r ganis ation. 

Bashir last month said Sudan, 
burdened by a $13 billion forefe) 
debt, a kmg-ranmng civil war, 
famine, high inflation and low 
productivity, would not give in to 
IMF demands. 


France to cut presence in Chad 


PARIS (R) — A French army 
spokesman said Wednesday 
Fra noe was scaling down its milit¬ 
ary garrison in Chad but denied 
the move was directly linked to 
Libya’s help in freeing three 
Western hostages. 

France’s Spmirowhawk Force, 
re i nforced at the end of March 
after Chad reported fresh dashes 
with Libya, sriU be slimmed from 
1,300 men to around 800 by June, 
file spokesman said. 

“This is port of a long-term 
strategy and oot directly finked to 


the hostages affair,” the spokes¬ 
man said. 

“But the fact that Libya is no 
longer soch a threatening force in 
the area has calmed the situation 
and has been taken into 
account.” 

French hostage Jacqueline 
Valente, her Belgian lover and 
their baby da ug h ter were re¬ 
leased on Tuesday by their pro- 
Libyan guerrilla captors. Tbc 
-gneirillas said they were setting 
them free m response to an 
appeal by Libyan leader Muam¬ 


mar Qadhafi. 

QatftafTs intervention marts* 
new phase in improving Franco- 
Libyan ties, dogged for years by 
Tripoli's military forays into 
neighbouring Chad, a former 
French colony. 

Libya annexed the Aouzou 
Scrip in the heart of the Sahara in 
1973, leading to a border dispute. 
France sent more than 2,000 strf- 
rfiers to Chad in 1986 to help 
contain a Libyan-backed inva¬ 
sion. 


U.S. forces retain use of Somali bases 


MOGADISHU (R) — The Un¬ 
ited States still has the use of air 
■and naval facilities in Somalia’s 
north port of Berbers despite 
sweeping cuts in its economic and 
ntifitazy aid to the East African 
country, U.S. officials said. 

The officials said in Washington 
and Mogadishu this week that an 
agreement signed in 1980 giving 
tibe U.S. Air F orce and navy free 
access to Berbera was still valid. 

A Defence Department 
spokeswoman said that although 
die 10-year agreement e xpi red in 
January, it would remain valid 
until either side gave one year’s 
notice to end it 

William Harwood, the director 


of the U.S. Information Service 
in Mogadishu, said die United 
States had cut off all. economic 
and military aid to Somalia be¬ 
cause of what be called Resident 
Mohammad Siad Bane’s “appall¬ 
ing human rights record.” 

“The government's failure to 
end the civil war in the north and 
south of the country is another 
aggravating factor,” another U.S. 
diplomat in Mogadishu said. 

Somali officials refused to com¬ 
ment. 

The military base in Berb era 
was built and used by the Soviet 
Union during the early 1970s 
when Siad Bane enjoyed dose 
relations with Moscow. 


But he expelled the Soviets 
after Moscow supported Ethiopia 
against Somalia (hiring the *977- 
78 Ogadca War and three years 
later be*rffcred the base facd&es 
at Berifera, 960 kilometres north 
of Mogadishu, to file United 
States. 

Washington has paid S75 mfl- 
fion in aid for the use of Berbera. 
which boasts Africa's longest run¬ 
way, 4.5 kilometres long and is 
within range of the Golf. 

But last year (be United States 
withheld all economic and milit¬ 
ary assistance in protest at human 
rights abuses and cancelled the 
ammal round of joint military 
exercises. 


Iranian MPs demand blood money from Riyadh 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian parlia¬ 
mentarians Wednesday deman¬ 
ded Riyadh pay blood money for 
Iranian pilgrims killed in dashes 
with Saudi police in July 1987, 
Tehran Radio reported. 

A letter signed by more than, 
half of the 270 members of the 
parliament also said Samfi Arabia 
must allow 150,000 Iranian pil¬ 
grims to the Haj, or pilgrimage, 
in late June and early July, the 
report said. 

The Saudis have restricted the 
number of pilgrims from every 
country to 1,000 per million of 
population since 1988, citing nnri- 
timillion-dollar renovations and 
expansion facilities in the holy 
cities. 

The Iranians have boycotted 
the haj since then over the Samfi 


restrictions, which pushed down 
the animal Iranian contingent of 
about 150,000 pilgrims to 55,000. 

In the last p il g rim a g e attended 
by Iran in July 1987, thousands of 
Iranians organised political de¬ 
monstrations and clashed with 
Samfi police, leaving 402 people 
dead. 

“The Saudi regime must admit 
to the crime of killing the inno¬ 
cent Iranian pilgrims, apologise 
for it, pay blood money for them, 
and release property confiscated 
from Iranians,” the letter de¬ 
manded. 

It said that future pilgrims must 
also be allowed to stage demon¬ 
strations, the radio reported. 

In the Saudi capital of Riyadh, 
Interior Minister Prince Nayef 
was quoted m the media Wednes¬ 


day as affirming that the pilgrim¬ 
age quota system for the coming 
pilgrimage remains in force. 

“The defined quota of pflgrims 
for every Islamic state still exists 
as the circumstances that brought 
about the decision stiD exist,” he 
was quoted as telling a graduating 
batch of police officers the pre¬ 
vious night. 

He also urged the Saadis and 
foreigner Muslims reading in the 
kingdom to give others a chance, 
as the kingdom tries to limit the 
flow of domestic pilgrims. 

He affirmed the necessity of 
full adherence to the baj rituals 
ami said “I don’t firink anyone 
who has an iota of faith in his 
heart would try or think of bann¬ 
ing Us brother Muslim.” 

Iranians, who are predomi¬ 


nantly SU’ite Muslim, contend 
that demonstrations against the 
United States, Israel and other 
countries considered enemies of 
Lslaiq, are recognised rituals of 
the haj. 

But fiie Sunni Muslim coun¬ 
tries, which constitute a majority, 
demur. 

Hie issue of the baj is the most 
contentious between Saudi Ara¬ 
bia and Iran, both influential n 
the Islamic World. 

Saudi Arabia severed diploma¬ 
tic ties with Tehran in April 1988. 
saying Iran was trying to destabil¬ 
ise the region. Tire examples 
cited included the Mecca dashes 
as well as Iranian threats to Samfi 
shipping lanes during the Iran- 
fraq war. 
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Assemblies af God Church, Tel. 
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Stt. Joseph Church Tel. 6Z45TO. 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin svppUcd bv tbc Department of 
Metcowlogy. 

The country will be affected by a 
cold front Thus a drop in tempera¬ 
tures and rise in humidity win occur 
and there win be a chance for local 
showers of rain. Winds will be south¬ 
westerly moderate to fresh. In Aqaba. 
H wiD be partly cloudy and dusty with 
northerly moderate wind and calm sea. 

Minimax. temp. 

Amman. 10/20 

Aqaba. 16/28 

D««ts. 11/24. 

Jordan Valley. 14/26 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am¬ 
man 29, Aqaba 33. Humidity readings: 
Amman 25 per cent, Aqaba 23 per 

cent. 
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Queen visits Suweimeh 



' J -V 


■■ % 


SOUTH SHUNEH (J.T.)—The 
fittle town of Suwtameh in the 
central Ionian Valley region near 
tiie Dead Sea Wednesday visited 
by Her Majesty Queen Noor A! 

Hussein who inspected a local 
socio-economic development 
programme designed to raise the 
standard of living among the local 
citizens. 

Loosed some 24 kilometres 
$cmth of South Sfatmeh, not far 
from the Jordan River, the town 
is inhabited by 224 poor fenrifieg, 
many of whom live from cultivat¬ 
ing the land. 

Hie Queen, accompanied by 
Minister of Social Development 
Abdul Mapid Shreideh and Noor 
Al Hussein Foundation (NHF) 
Director Inaam Al Mufti, in¬ 
spected The Quality of Life De¬ 
velopment Project and was 
briefed by local officials about the 
village's needs which included 
bousing, a kindergarten, and 
public services. 

Queen Noor toured several 
areas, ind nriin g a cooperative 
centre which distributes animal 
feed to the local villagers. She 
visited a number of homes and 
took part in planting a number of 


fruit trees in the fields around 
homes in the village. 

Later, the Queen inspected 
"vustodc enclosmes set up in the 
course of The Quality of Life 
Deve lopment P roject , which was 
carried out by NHF in coopera¬ 
tion with the Ministry of Health 
and the World Health Organisa¬ 
tion (WHO). 

The Quality of life Develop¬ 
ment Project was formulated 
upon the directives of tire Queen, 
following a visit she made to 
Suweimeh in January 1988. 

The project am« at improving 
toe quality of life and raking the 
standard of tiving among people 
living in the underdeveloped 
areas. 

Suweimeh is one of three vil¬ 
lages in Jordan to be covered by 
the project and the first part of 
the scheme was now carried out 
in Suweimeh; according to NHF, 
a total of 12 villages will be 
inc luded in the plan. 

NHF said that a Village De¬ 
velopment Fund will be estab¬ 
lished with support and contribu¬ 
tions from the local population to 
finance community-based de- 



velopmrot schemes. poor, 65 per cent of the female OT post-natal care and all homes 

A NHF survey showed that the population were illiterate, half lacked proper water and samta- 

people of Suweimeh were very the women received no pre-natal tion facilities. 
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Unionists plan 


By Marian M. Shafain 

Jordan Tunes staff reporter 


AMMAN — Jordanian and 
Arab Trade Unionists are in 
the process of organising a 
march to the Jordan ■ River 
jt—npfta the “right of re t n m 
for Palestinians to their home¬ 
land,” president of the Jorda¬ 
nian Professional Association 
said Wednesday. 

Dr. Mamdouh Abbadi, pres¬ 
ident of the Jordan Medical 
Association and of the Council 
of Jordanian Professional 
Associations said a five- 
kOometxe march would take 
more than 200 heads of Arab 
pm tww'nml unions and up to 
5,000 other marchers from a 
“village in the Jordan Valley to 
the King Husssein Bridge” 
May 14. : 

May 15 commemorates the 
date oq which Israel declared 
itsdfa state on parts of Pales¬ 
tine. . . J i£?‘ * 

’t&ref 5,O0ftiTnembersj-of 
Arab professional associations 
and unions are expected to 
take part in a two-day trade 
muon conference in Amman, 
May 12 and 13.” Following the 
conference the march will take 
place,” Abbadi said at a press 
conference Wednesday. 

He said that the Soviet Jew¬ 
ish immigration to Israel, ways 
to support the 28-month-old 
Palestinian intifada in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and to¬ 
man rights would be the main 
tens on the agenda of die 
conference. 

Abbadi said that, in his 



Mamdouh Abbadi 


capacity as head of the CooncO 
of Jordanian Professional 
Associations he had Invited 
colleagues from all Arab coun¬ 
tries to participate in tfaetfaree^' 
day activities. 

Abbadi said that Prime 
Minister Mndar Badran had 
personally authorised the May' 
14 march and had initially sug¬ 
gested that the union march 
join an international peace 
march being arranged by the 
Amman chapter ' of the 
American-Arab Anti- 
Discrimination Committee 
(ADC), which was also sche¬ 
duled for May 14. 

“We will not be joining the 
ADC in their march because 
the aim of the two marches 
differ,” Abbadi told reporters. 




Unions condemn 


America’s policy 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The pro¬ 
fessional unions in Jordan 
Wednesday issued a statement 
condemning America's polities 
in the Middle East and declar¬ 
ing that the United States 
together with the world Zion¬ 
ism constitute the real enemy 
of the Arab Nation. 

The statement was issued on 
the day of the arrival here of a 
U.S. Senate delegation led by 
Republican leader Robert 
Dole, a visit widely criticised 
by public officials and repre¬ 
sentatives of various organisa¬ 
tions and toe press. 

“The professional unions 
condemn a decision by the 
U.S. Congress which sup¬ 
ported Israel's decision to 


annex Jerusalem, malting it the 
united capital of Israel,” the 
statement said. 

“The United States is totally 
biased towards Israel and 
together they form an alliance, 
toe real enemy of the Arab 
Nation,” the statement added. 

It called on the Arab Nation 
to confront this alfianrw by all 
available means. The state¬ 
ment also called on toe Arab 
World to boycott American 
goods and products. 

The U.S. senators who are 
on a tour-of the Arab region 
will be presented with written 
protests by r ep resentatives of 
several organisations based in 
Amman and the occupied 
Arab territories. 


^«1 

+ * ‘ 

■ I ,i 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXMnmONS 


it Tte bfcKuk book which indudes books on 3Mm, 

tttrafare, psjdnfcgy, sociology, education, philosophy, taw 
and hi s to ry at Tarntak University. 

☆ Book at toe Royal Critural Centre. 

☆ of pteaiwp i by KhaiH Al Kofahi at the Ynmsook 
Uaherafcy. 

fr CflnpRfeeuHTc book eadriMta* at Ajfoun gfrfc college* 

* KtolhMatt of Jontotap-Pafe 8 **”*— hcrlflffe to^tyiig 


p Lu a h I sraeli occupation at Al Qnds Community 


c. • •? 

, *■ “ 


* Arafafedrikfren’sptayentitled “Tale*fromb^GrMdmotoer’s 
Cheat” k the Royri Catarel Centre — 1aM a-®* 
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Jordan invites Arab 
pharmacists to meeting 


march 

“While the ADC’s five-day 
march would concentrate on 
*peace and two-state solution 
slogans*, the union march 
wonld stress ‘the right of 
Palestinians to r eturn to their 
homeland*,” Abbadi said. 

The five-day ADC march is 
now scheduled to take place 
from June 1 to 5 commemorat¬ 
ing the 1967 Arab-Israeti war in 
which Israel-.'"occupied the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
Organisms at die ADC said 

that the Huny. in Hat* harl 

nothing to do with any differ¬ 
ence of opinion with the un¬ 
ions. 

Funds raised 

Abbadi, who is president of 
toe Jordanian Popular Com¬ 
mittee for tile Support of the 
TntifaHa t said that toe commit¬ 
tee had raised twice as much in 
toe first quarter of 1990 as in 


the first qu a rters of 1988 and 
1989 only one half of that had 
been collected. 

The figure does not include 
the amount of money raised 
during the week-long national 
fund-raising campaign, winch 
lasted from March 22 through 
29. 

Abbadi said that he ex¬ 
pected the amount raised dur¬ 
ing the fund-raising week to 
exceed JD 200,000. “During 
the first two years of tiie intifa¬ 
da the co mmitt ee had raised 
JD 3 million,” Abbadi said. 

USAID 
grants aid 
to Jordan 

AMMAN (J.T.) — In coopera¬ 
tion with the Ministry of Han¬ 
ning, the United States Agency 
for International Development 
(USAID) has granted $250,000 to 
the International Executive Ser¬ 
vice Corps (IESC) to implement 
activities as requested by Jordan’s 
private sector during the coming 
year. 

IESC volunteers have com¬ 
pleted 101 projects for 85 Jorda¬ 
nian efients to date under the 
grant which runs from 1983-1991 
at a cost of $2.6 m3Kon. Clients 
have indnded private voluntary 
organisations, pharmaceutical 
companies, electrical manufac¬ 
turers, hanking institutions, and 
other businesses. 

In response to a request from a 
Jordanian firm, IESC recruits a 
highly experienced retired Amer¬ 
ican executive or technical advi¬ 
sor to provide consultation and 
hands-on help with a specific 
problem. 

The volunteer advisor is 
selected for cadi assignment on 
the baas of long career experi¬ 
ence in toe same field of business 
as the org anisati on* requesting the 
assistance. While toe volunteer’s 
travel and living costs are covered 
by the USAID grant, the volun¬ 
teer donates his or her time and 
wort. Volunteers work only in 
toe interests of their Jordanian 
clients, and have no obligation to 
any American company. 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Pharmacists 
unions in all Arab countries have 
been invited to take part in a 
general conference by Jordanian 
pharmacists which wfl] be held in 
Amman on the 2nd of May, 
according to toe conference 
chairman Abdul Munem • Al 
Khouli. 

Khouli said in a statement to 
the Jordan Times that tile ques¬ 
tion of Arab medicine and im¬ 
ports of foreign-made drugs wiD 
be reviewed in 38 working papers 
along with such topics as the rise 
in the price of medicine, the Arab 
pharmaceutical industries and the 
local needs of medicines. 

He said that the conference, 
the fifth of its kind, win be 
organised by the Jordan Pharma¬ 
cists Association (JPA) under the 
patronage of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. 

“A proposal of boosting pan- 
Arab pharmaceutical industries 
to cover the needs of all Arab 


said. 


“Invitations have gone out to 
.all unions in the Arab World to 
take part in this important confer¬ 
ence expected to come up with 
important resolutions,” Khouli 
added. 

Khouli pointed out that, the 
soaring prices of imported medi¬ 
cines, due to the devaluation of 
the Jordanian currency, will be 
on tiie minds of most Jordanlan- 
partidpants. 

JPA and the Ministry of Health 
have been at loggerheads over 
pricing of imported drugs. 

JPA says that the problem with 
pricing began with tiie devalua¬ 
tion of tiie dinar in August 1988 
and the government decision to 
raise the price of imported medi¬ 
cine by 35 per cent did not solve 
the problem. 

Statistics available to the Jor¬ 
dan Times indicate that Jordan 
imported drugs worth JD 18 mil¬ 
lion in 1988 while production of 
local pharmaceutical manufactur¬ 
ing companies was worth JD 4.5 
million . Both the ministiy and the 
JPA agree that local phar¬ 
maceutical industries can increase 
production to lesson dependence 


on foreign supplies. 



tiie pievioiis two years. He said 
• the committee badraised up to-* 
JD 600,000 .by life?, 'jen d of 
March 4990. He added that m,.l 


markets., over a period of four 
years wiU be among, the impor- c 
'taint issues to be taken up ait the 
three-day meetings,” Khouli 


Ministry to boost domestic tourism 


AMMAN (J.T.) — la a bid to 
encourage domestic tourism, the 
Ministry of Tourism in coopera¬ 
tion with local transport com¬ 
panies will start a programme of 
visits for Jordanians to see touris¬ 
tic and archaeological sites in the 
country in the coining month. 
Minister of Tourism Abdul 
Karim Karbariti announced 
Wednesday. 

The fees indude transportation 
in air-conditioned buses to and 
from the tourist sites, meals and 
other services like visits to 
museums, the minister said in a 
statement to Al Ra'i Arabic dai¬ 
ly- 

The minister said the initial 
trips will be to the Nabatean tity 
of Petra, the port city of Aqaba 
and the Ma'in spa complex some 
40 kilometres south of Amman. 


At present the government is 
encouraging the establishment of 
hotels of three-star and lesser 
categories to meet the needs of 
the low income groups. 

“The government will provide 
all possible assistance and sup¬ 
port for such touristic projects 
especially at Aqaba, the Dead 
Sea and Petra, Kabariti said. 

The minister agreed that at 
certain tourist centres, meals and 
services are offered at high rates 
which the local citizens cannot 
afford and admitted that the pre¬ 
sent four-star hotel rates for Jor- 
daians (at JD 28 a room per 
night) was rather high. 

Asked on toe tourist camps 
which, the ministry had earlier 
announced, would be established 
in Aqaba and other areas, the 


minister said that the ministry has 
no budget for such projects but 
the door is open for the private 
sector to take the initiative and 
carry out such projects with sup¬ 
port and facilities from the Minis¬ 
try of Tourism. 

Earlier this month, the minister 
disclosed that the next month 
would witness the arrival here of 
thousands of Iraqi tourists. Be¬ 
tween 70,000 and 100,000 Iraqis 
will be arriving between May and 
the peak of the summer holiday 
season in August now that the 
Iraqi government has allowed 
Iraqi citizens to take trips abroad. 

According to Kabariti, the 
Ministry of Tourism has made 
arrangements for accommodating 
the Iraqi visitors who will visit 
Ma'in, Petra and other areas. 


Jordan will have 
new touristic site 


TAFILEH (J.T.) — The south¬ 
ern town of Dana will be trans¬ 
formed into a tourist site, to be 
provided with all essential utili¬ 
ties according to plans prepared 
by toe Royal Society for toe 
Conservation of Nature (RSCN). 

Discussing the plan with the 
local people at a meeting 
Wednesday, President Anis 
Mouasher said the project can go 
ahead provided the local citizens 
gave their approval. 

A special committee, to be 
chaired by Tafiieh governor 
Khalaf Maharmeh, will be set up 
soon to discuss the plans and to 
elaborate them for the benefit of 
the local inhabitants. 

Mouasher, who was accompa¬ 
nied at the meeting by Vice- 
President Laila Sharaf and Minis¬ 
ter of Agriculture Suleiman Ara- 
biyat, said that integrated plans 
have been prepared to promote 
toe region’s economic and touris¬ 
tic life. 

Dana region will be covered by 
toe RSCN*s programmes which 
include setting up traditional 
touristic projects, handicrafts 
manufacturing, like carpet weav¬ 
ing, ami the exploitation of rare- 
plant species in addition to bee¬ 
breeding projects whose products 
will be marketed with toe help of 
RSCN. 

The Dana area, within the 
Tafiieh govemorate, is a rugged 
terrain where the RSCN has 
established a wildlife reserve 
stretching from the outskirts of 
Tafiieh to Wadi Araba and has 
introduced the ibex among other 
rare species of animals and plants 
threatened with extinction. 

The United States Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID) provided a grant of 
$100,000 to assist tiie RSCN in 
setting op the Dana Wildlife Re¬ 
serve to house these species. 

Work on tiie Dana Wildlife 
Reserve began in August 1989 
and at least 20 baby ibex from toe 


United States were brought to 
live in the Dana reserve. 

Through the efforts of the 
RSCN the following wildlife re¬ 
serves have been established in 
the Kingdom: Shomari, Azraq, 
Mujib, Zobia, Dana and Rum, 
where measures have been taken 
to protect various types of anim¬ 
als, plants and birds. 

The minister of agriculture 
addressed the meeting promising 
to open several agricultural roads 
within the Tafiieh govemorate in 
the course of dealing with toe 
problem of unemployment and 
toe effects of toe drought that hit 
southern Jordan. 


Arabiyat said that JD 33,000 
have been allocated for develop¬ 
ing high-land regions and agricul¬ 
ture services offices would be 
opened in all areas. 

The governor presented the 
local residents demands, gave de¬ 
tails about the general economic 
conditions in the govemorate and 
said the local farmers require 
veterinary services in addition to 
agricultural services. 

Tafiieh was among the three 
southern regions visited by Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran last 
month when he promised huge 
sums as aid to relieve the drought 
stricken areas. 



Ibdex in Dana wikffife reserve (file photo) 
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HIS MAJ2STY King Hussein’s keynote address Tuesday to 
(he Rev a: Cojnndssioa entrusted with drafting the proposed 
natioaai charier underlined the need to look towards a 
brighter future and slam for it effectively and carefully but 
with an eye to learning lessons from the past. Democratisa- 
-Joz? is irreversible, the King said, but the road to 
deraccracy, our ultimate goal, will be difikuK and it 
i> 2 coc^s evident in the King's address that the idea is to 
3-eacu a state whereby healthy democracy becomes an 
irreversible reality. As Jordan is placing its mark on the 
history of the Middle East by embarking on a road that was 
bloody for many a nation, an important lesson to learn is to 
:sctgriise that democracy does not allow for the freedom of 
speech cioae but the freedom to analyse and make conclu¬ 
sions which would contribute to the development of our 
country. While the Royal Commission is studying ways to 
drof: the guidelines of the future, it is imperative that it also 
Jc-c'ts back at the past, positive and negative, and analyse 
cor pte’ails, shoricoElfigs and strength. For only by placing 
the bricks a? history tn their rightful (dace can we ever hope 
ic Tde our chllcren with solid national structures that 
czr. 'v:*hs:<jv* tho lest of time and the stones of change, 
rlnrslissi ?- politic ideology is not just a phrase that 
LZji-ts s-ezr.en is of ceEccracy, it is also a responsibility of 
reran for those whoje opinions may collide with others. 
7.7:21 oj-vays has to be taken into account is that the higher 
:fl-c:*es': af the country has at all times to supercede the need 
to apply a cer^ir. ’beoiogy or belong a political party. With 
raspect for others arc for the lessons history we wiD create 
fiiuznorj; "here we Ld turc will receive respect and gain 
j:re:.-r.j Ikt or.e L-rtoiocraaie process. 


A7- r_-\R and other Arabic daiiy papers on Wednesday discussed 
the national charier which is being contemplated to serve as an 
umbrella Tor ail political groupings and to act as an executive 
branch tor the nationai constitution. Al Ra'i said that the charter 
places the Jordanian people at the starting point, and at the 
threshold of a prosperous future, democratically, socially and 
economically. King Hussein, said the paper, wants the charter to 
serve as a second phase of the democracy in Jordan and one that 
complements the work of the ancestors and forefathers who 
offered sacrifice* and exerted efforts to achieve what is best for 
this country. The paper said that the charter offers Jordanians the 
cfcmce to present their views and submit ideas designed to help 
he country carry on the process of development. By meeting the 
r.embers of the Royal commission entrusted with the task of 
preparing the national charter, the King has met with die 
representatives of the people and elements picked out from 
various political affiliations whose presence will ensure the 
success of this new experiment, the paper noted. The paper 
voiced its best wishes for the commission to achieve its objectives 
and serve the nation. 

A columnist in Al Ra'i daily questions a visit to Joran Wednesday 
by a delegation representing the United States Senate, and says 
though Jordanians are not in the habit of turning away viators, 
ye; they ail feel embittered and indignant at Washington's 
behaviour. Mohammad Nqji Azaayreb recalls that the United 
Stales Senate has just passed a decision, granting Israel $400 
.-ti'lion to help it finance the settlement of Jewish immigrants on 
.-ecupied Palestinian land: maintain constant supply of aims and 
financial assistance to the Jewish state, enblmg it to perpetuate its 
occupation of Arab territories and launches a hostile attack on 
Iraq for acquiring advanced weapons to defend itself against 
Israel’s acts of aggression. The writer notes that President Bush 
has described Iraq’s announcement that it will repel Israel’s 
attacks with all weapons available to it as a shameful declaration, 
but fail 'd to criticise Israel's continued kilting of men, women and 
children ir. the occupied Arab territories. We cannot conceal our 
deep anger over such actions, and such behaviour, and we can not 
but display our deep dissatisfaction with the United States 
attitude towards the Arab Nation, says Amayreh. What is more, 
the writer adds, we cannot conceal our total condemnation of the 
U.S. Senate’s decision, supporting Israel's annexation of Arab 
Jerusalem, regarding it as the united capital of the Jewish state. 

Al Dustonr daily commented on the national charter as proc¬ 
laimed to the public by His Majesty King Hussein in a nationwide 
speech before members of a Royal Commission to shoulder the 
! 2 sk. The charter, the paper said , means that the country is 
embarking on a second stage of its march towards full democracy 
which started with the election of a Lower House of Parliament. 
In his address. King Hussein has outlined the significant mission 
entrusted to the commission members and reviewed the long 
history of achievements and stages of development in the 
Kingdom from which, he said, one can take lessons and one can 
find beacons to light the way ahead, the paper noted. It said that 
die King has stressed that Jordan has irrevocably been committed 
to democratic life and to pluralism which can best serve national 
interests. Through democracy and pluralism the paper added, the 
country is certain to forge ahead with a greater sense of 
confidence towards further development. 


By Jonathan Kctiab - 

PALESTINIAN and Arab resist¬ 
ance to the influx of the Soviet 
Jewish immigrants has at least 
three separate and distinct 
reasons: emotional, ideological, 
and practical. 

The first reaction is an angry 
emotional rejection of all the 
efforts to bring Soviet Jews to 
Palestine at a time when the 
majority of the Palestinian 
population is forcibly kept in ex¬ 
ile as refugees, stateless people, 
or otherwise wandering through¬ 
out the world. In addition, many 
others face deportation for assert¬ 
ing their national claims. Tens of 
thousands of Palestinian families 
are split, with the children, the 
mother, or the father across the 
border, only able to come here, if 
at all. on a temporary viator's 
permit. The human misery of 
these individuals evokes an angry 
emotional response when others 
have tittle or no connection to 
this land are brought halfway 
across the world, while its own 
inhabitants are prevented from 
returning. 

Until the Palestinians’ right of 
return is recognised and exer¬ 


cised. and until at least the huma¬ 
nitarian needs for family reuni¬ 
fication are seriously met. there 
can be no chance that Palestinian 
resistance to Soviet immigration 
will end. The cry for justice and 
equality, and the rejection of 
discrimination against the local 
people will not allow it, especially 
since these new immigrants are 
only gaining the material advan¬ 
tages of the West, rather than 
fleeing any dear and present dan¬ 
ger of pogrom or oppression. 

Countering the Zkmist 
argument 

The second objection to this 
wave of immigration comes horn 
an ideological basis which has 
always found fault with the Zion¬ 
ist movement. At its roots, Zion¬ 
ism is a response to anti-Semitism 
which is both dangerous and de¬ 
featist. It states that Jews cannot 
and will not be safe anywhere in 
the world except in the state of 
Israel. As such, Zionists await, 
and may even welcome, disaster 
to befall Jews so that they will be 
driven, if they are not already 
convinced, to leave the Gentile 
world and come and live in Israel. 


Miraculous job 


To the Editor, 



ON March 28. 1990 an article appeared in the Jordan Times 
entitled “Peace of mind missing from ‘Home of Peace’.” What 
should have praised the almost superhuman efforts of the four 
sisters who run the Home seemed instead to belittle the sacrifices 
they are wiling to undertake for the love of mankind. 

The Home of Peace in Tla’a Ai Ali is run with limited 
resources, manpower and space by the four sisters of Mother 
Teresa. It is a bright example of what some are willing to do for 
their fellow men, and women in the face of great adversity. The 
government should take notice of what these sisters are doing on 
such a limited budget when they state that there is not enough 
money in the treasury to finance an expanded social welfare 
system. 

Instead of the “relatively dean,’ 1 “drab and scary”, “ugly 
atmosphere” as described by Nur Sati I encountered, on a recent 
unannounced visit, floors still wet from recent washing, air 
permeated with pine scent and patients undergoing the daily 
exercise of bathing. 

I use the word “daily" because when you have 81 patients many 
of whom require, due to handicapps, more than one person in 
attendance during bathing and there are only four sisters, it is a 
daily affair to bathe everyone. 

The duties the sisters have in coping with such a burden require 
that they rise at 5:00 every morning and during Ramadan even 
earlier as they have to prepare meals for their fasting Muslim 
patients. 

This is not to say that the situation at the Home is pleasant, it is 
far from it. As Nur Sati staled the sane and insane are lodged 
together in the same rooms. Not a healthy situation and one that 
needs urgent attention now that 100 handicapped children are on 
the waiting list for admittance. A home for the aged and mentally 
ill is not an environment suitable for young minds, retarded or 
otherwise. _ , . ,. ... 

The situation at the Home of Peace underlines the need ui tins 
country for sufficient and effective services to be made available 
to the elderly, homeless and mentally and physically handicap¬ 
ped. A need which is greater than many would like to believe. 

Until that time when the services are made available we should 
have nothing but praise for people such as the Sisters of Teresa 
who sacrifice so much in return for nothing but the satisfaction 
that they have done their duty for suffering human beings. 

Nur Sati ends her article by stating that “according to several 
volunteers the Home of Peace is doing a miraculous job." 
“Why?," I would like to ask her, does she say "according to". 
She was there wasn’t she? She couldn’t see it for herself? I could. 

O.H. Kirby 
Amman 


Fair evaluation 

To the Editor, 

I WOULD like to clarify a few points concerning the article: 
Peace of mind missing from Home of Peace, (Jordan Times, 
March 28,1990), a terribly negative article that has incited many 
people to approach me pleading for a fair-reevaluation of the 
sitnation there. 

To start with, may I mention that no one at the Home of Peace 
recognises the people or place in the picture that accompanied the 
article. Democracy and freedom of speech demand a great sense 
of responsibility, namely knowing all the facts before passing 
judgement. 

The writer sounds tike this was her first visit to an old people's 
home and her shock at the senility (not madness) of some people 
is understood. One thing no one seems to understand though is 
how she did not perceive the fact that only eight nuns achieve the 
monumental task of caring for approximately eighty five old 
people. These ceaseless efforts are sustained by prayer and a deep 
reuse of generosity. The Indian sisters of Mother Theresa are 
little saints wilting to wadi and dean and feed needy people 
without the help of electric machines. But Mother Theresa 
installed a system whereby ladies of society, called co-workers, 
help out in the care of the old people. 

In Jordan, ladies of the high society, who refused to be named, 
are acting as co-workers, cooking, feeding and bathing the old 
people in the process. They bring hope and love to the oW people 
and the number is ever increasing. These co-workers coordinate 
with others around the world on a regional and national basis. 
Their only aim is to provide shelter and food to the destitute. 

Various doctors have, in the past, volunteered visits to the 
borne, although they would rather do that anonymously. They are 
called upon in emergency and always arrive promptly. 

We cannot deny that the Home of Peace is not at all 
well-equipped and that it has meagre reserves of food. This 
burden should sit on the conscience of the public, provided they 
are aware of the need. The sisters depend totally on prayer for 
that, so an article handling the situation could stress die angle of 
need, rather than stress the nightmarish imagery. Yes, old people 
tend to stink, which is why they need cleaning agents! 

Many old people prefer to die in the Home among the nuns 
they have grown to love. Complaining, on the other hand, is one 
of the features of (rid age, when a person loses all his strength, his 
loved ones and his reason. 

Above all, do not call them inmates. This is nowhere near a 
prison. Rhtoer it is a haven that is in dire need of help, so we call 
on all the enlightened people of this country to contribute in any 
way possible to make life in this home more bearable for the 
solitary men and women who win spend the brief hours left to 
them in there. 

NeSy Lama 
Amman. 


The famine in Ethiopia was 
seized upon as a great opportun¬ 
ity by the state of Israel to bring 
Ethiopian Jews here. The liber¬ 
alisation of policies in the Soviet 
Union, together with the closure 
of doors to the West for the Jews, 
was welcomed and encouraged by 
Israeli officials. In fact, one gets 
the impression that they are 
almost eager for pogroms and 
anti-Semitism to occur in order to 
urge Jews to come here. When 
ethnic strife between two totally 
different nationalities broke out 
in Azerbaijan, Zionists found a 
further opportunity. 

At the ideological level then, 
Zionism has an ironic, though 
very logical connection to anti- 
Semitism. The proper response to 
anti-Semitism is not the Zionist 
one, but to fight against anti- 
Semitism. fight for equality for 
Jews in their own countries and 
work against discrimination, 
rather than to despair and claim 
that anti-Semitism will always ex¬ 
ist, that it is only a matter of time 
before Jews are massacred in 
every county in which they live 
and that the only escape is for 
them to flee to Palestine before it 
is too late. 


An ob stacle to peace 

Last, but not least, are the 
practical considerations for the 
peace process arising out of the 
new mass immigration. To the 
extent that any of the immigrants 
are settled in East Jerusalem or in 
die occupied territories, they will 
constitute additional obstacles to 
the proposed historical comprom¬ 
ise between die Palestinian peo¬ 
ple and state of Israel, which is 
roughly the two-state solution. 
While many details remain to be 
worked out, it is generally 
thought that toe outlines of such a 
compromise are for a Palestinian 
state to be created in the lands 
occupied in 1967, to live in peace 
with toe state of Israel in which 
the Zionist dream will be res¬ 
tricted. Housing and settling Jews 
in the territories that were occu¬ 
pied in 1967 makes that type of 
compromise that much more dif¬ 
ficult and unxealisabie. 

Tbe protestation of the Israeli 
government that it does not direct 
new immigrants to the occupied 
territories is not credible, since in 
toe present economic situation 
neither bousing nor jobs can be 


provided for new immigrants ex¬ 
cept with heavy government sub¬ 
sidies. These subsidies are aval- 
able in the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem to a far greater degree 
than in Israel itself. In addition, 
city and town planning for major 
housing projects is solely at toe 
discretion of Israeli government 
and no major project can be 
i mpleme n ted unless it falls witom 
its vision. 

As a subsidiary issue, it is no 
secret that most individuals in the 
Israeli “peace camp” are merely 
"demographic doves" and the 
urgency of their interest in peace 
stems primarily from their fear of 
toe Arab demographic ascendan¬ 
cy. To the extent that an addi¬ 
tional half a million or a million 
Jews are introduced info the pic¬ 
ture, these individuals and their 
argument are necessarily 
weakened and toe impetus to¬ 
wards seeking peace with the 
Palestinians is therefore reduced. 

Therefore, from the point of 
view of seeking peace and a 
compromise between Palestinians 
and Israelis, a new wave of Soviet 
Jewish immigrants into the area, 
even within Israel’s pre-1967 bor¬ 


der. will be a «ep backward* for 
the peace process. 

These objections have notfsng 

to do with the right and freedom 
of Jews and other? to leave toe 
Soviet Union. The right of any 
person leave his country and re¬ 
turn to it is granted by ArticJe «4 
of toe Universal Declaration ot 
Human Rights Palestinian*, 
more than any other peopw. 
value this right, since it » being 
systematically denied to them. 
The only issue is that of discri¬ 
mination, where toe right to re¬ 
turn to Palestine is granted to 
Jews and systematically denied to 
Palestinian Arabs. Once, howev¬ 
er. the Palestinian right lo rerom 
is recognised and implemented, 
even in a qualified form. Palesti¬ 
nian and Arab resistance to 
Soviet tmnagratioo wifi disappear. 
But not before then 

Jonathan Kuttab is a Palestinian 
lawyer ar.<t co-founder of Ai haq 
human rights organisation. He is 
a member of the Sew 7ork. 
Israel and West Bank 3-sr Asso¬ 
ciations. His artide is repnnted 
from Middle East Intcmacond. 
London. 


Israel destroys Palestinian 
houses to quell intifada 


By Sami Aboudi 
Reuter 

SURIF. West Bank — Israel has 
been destroying Palestinian 
houses as a means of repressing 
the uprising in the occupied terri¬ 
tories. Palestinian and Israeli hu¬ 
man rights groups say. 

The groups' figures indicate at 
least 700 unlicensed houses have 
been bulldozed in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip since the uprising 
began in December 1987. nearly 
double the number pulled down 
during the previous two years. 

At least 260 more houses be¬ 
longing to families of Palestinians 
suspected of anti-occupation acti¬ 
vities arc said to have been des¬ 
troyed. 

Israeli security sources concede 
that the demolition of houses 
built illegally, sometimes after 
years of Waiting for permission, 
has increased since the uprising 
against Israeli rule began in De¬ 
cember 1987. but officials deny 
that the measures are punitive. 

"They want to take revenge. 
Perhaps they think they can 
pressure people to end the intifa¬ 
da (uprising).” said Jihad Al 
Heeh, an Arab blacksmith from 
the West Bank village of Surif. 
whose two-storey house was flat¬ 
tened last August. 

Israeli security sources admit at 
least 700 homes built without 
licences have been bulldozed. 
But they say the pace of demoli¬ 
tion has eased in recent weeks in 
response to pressure from the 
United States. 

The Israeli hum’an rights group 
B’tselem. in a report last Decern- 
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ber. quoted former Israeli De¬ 
fence Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
telling parliament that 505 homes 
built without permits were des¬ 
troyed in the first year of the 
uprising compared with an aver¬ 
age of 196 bouses in each of the 
two preceeding years. 

“These figures... raised the 
assumption that the security 
forces use the pretext of illegal 
construction to demolish homes 
as an additional method of 
punishment and as a means of 
exerting pressure.” B'tselem 
wrote. 

The Israeli action has hit 
almost every village in the occu¬ 
pied territories, according to the 
Palestinian human rights group 
Al Haq. 

“More than 70 per cent of West 
Bank and Gaza Strip villages 
have been affected by house de¬ 
molitions.” said Khaled Batrawi. 
senior researcher for the West 
Bank-based group. 

, Israeli military security regula¬ 
tions in the occupied territories 
give commanders control over all 
construction. They can set the 
terms and ban or halt building. 

With a rising Palestinian 
population and few permits 
granted for new construction, it is 
not hard for the army to find 
illicit buildings. 

Blacksmith Heeh. who built his 
house in 1988 after five futile 
years applying for a licence, told 
Reuters three other village 
houses were turned into rubble 
on toe same day as his. 

Residents in the village of 
around 10,000 people say only 10 
per cent of the houses have been 
built legally. 







The army has destroyed 16 
houses in Surif since (he end of 
1987 and villagers say at least IS 
more are slated to face the bull¬ 
dozer. 

Ai-Haq data shows at least 16 
houses have been destroyed in 
Itqu' near Bethlehem, a village of 
only 1.000 inhabitants. 

B'tselem says more than 260 
homes of Palestinian activists 
have been razed during the up¬ 
rising. 

The Palestine Human Rights 
Information Centre says in addi¬ 
tion more than 785 houses not 
identified with activities were 
destroyed in the first two years of 
the 28-month-long revolt. 

Israeli officials deny demoli¬ 
tions are designed to subdue the 
Palestinian revolt. 

“All this talk is nonsense.” said 
an official of the defence minis¬ 


try. which administers !hr area. 
He said hou?*? demolitions were 
necessity to , ^serve zoning. 

A! Haq. which has investigated 
more than 200 house demolitions, 
said many take place after army 
patrols spot new buildings during 
sweeps for Palestinian activists" 

Military authorities privately 
acknowledge demolitions arc 
among an armoury of punitive 
measures such as tax raids anj 
deportation. 

They said the civil administra¬ 
tion takes the measurs to demon¬ 
strate Israeli rule over the 1.75 
million Palestinians in the occu¬ 
pied territories. 

Security sources say military 
administrators in some areas have 
privately criticised demolition on 
the grounds that it recruits more 
people for the uprising than it 
deters. 



-AND NOW I WILL LOCK 
THE DOOR SO THE LADS' 
PANT r 
ESCAPE {/$ 


PRESTO? ANDTHELAOy 






Andy Capp 



musm 


ATONE TW\E THERE WERE THINGS 
s. PEOPLE bldfiflT TALK ABOUT 
NOWAEMtvS TWey TALK ABOUT 

V - - XSZS.1 NOTING 

_ ELSE/ 



u/ell, ma'am. I 


WON'T HAVE ANY 


WRHIN6 PAPER. 



SOI W£7 MY HOMEWORK 
ON A PAPER PLATE,. 


















































By 5mm Atiymh 

Special to tbc Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The idea behind 
the Ministry of Labour's deci¬ 
sion not to grant work permits 
for foreign workers (except 
domestic and farm labour) in 
Jordan was to give employ¬ 
ment opportunities for Jorda¬ 
nians and to stop the flow of 
hard currency out of the 
country. In theory, the minis¬ 
try’s policy should work. In 
practice, however, guest 
workers do not always sap 
the country's foreign curren¬ 
cy's reserves. Some of them, in 
fact, give this country much 
more than what they take. 

A case in point is Hester 
KroL Hester has been work¬ 
ing as an airline hostess for 
Royal Jordanian for a couple 
of years, a Dutch native, she 
was able to bring in the 
equivalent of $30,000 into the 
country, all in the service of a 
good cause. This sum was 
granted to AI Thagher Society 
for the Care of the Handicap¬ 
ped in Aqaba, which serves 
40 children in the southern 
region of the kingdom — our 
subject of discussion. 

When Hester came across 
one of AI Thagher’s board of 
directors and was told about 
the bad situation of the facili¬ 
ties for the children in Aqaba, 
she invited her mother from 
Holland, to visit the centre. 

It just so happened that her 
mother, Agnes Foot, had de¬ 
dicated her life to chanty 
work with the mentally hand¬ 
icapped in Holland. Though 
now retired, Mrs. Poot con¬ 
tinues-to-work with unforfun- 
^Pf/kfftSfi"on voiuhfery 
basis? arid she was aBfe' id 
help the unfortunate kids in 


Aqaba. 

"These children hardly had 
anything except second¬ 
hand equipment when l vi¬ 
sited the first time fast Octo¬ 
ber." Mrs. Poot told the Jor¬ 
dan Times, adding that she 
had promised the administra¬ 
tion of the society to help. 

When she returned to Am¬ 
sterdam, Mrs. Poot contacted 
the Dutch Foundation of Chil¬ 
dren’s Stamps, a charity 
organisation that collects $7 
million annually by selling 
stamps and postcards one- 
third higher than the actual 
price. Each October, and for 
two weeks, sixth grade chil¬ 
dren go around selling regu¬ 
lar stamps and postcards, 
and the foundation keeps the 
one-third difference made. 
The organisation then keeps 
50 per cent of the money for 
the Dutch children, and the 
rest goes to the needy chil¬ 
dren in other parts of the 
world. 

Mrs. Poot provided the 
foundation with the neces-. 
sary material that AI Thagher 
society needed, and re¬ 
quested a sum of money that 
would cover these needs, 
"its a very official process," 
Mrs. Poot commented on the 
procedure of approval of 
grants from the Dutch found¬ 
ation. 

Not only did the foundation 
agree to provide the $25,000 
for AI Thagher Society, but 
Mrs. Poot established a com¬ 
mittee of the Friends of AI 
Thagher Society in Holland, 
which includes six special¬ 
ised members. 

The agreement is that Hol¬ 
land- would-provide certain- 
equipment, such as the edu¬ 
cational material and technic- 



h charity foundation 
of $25,000. 


al assistance, while other 
equipment, such as air-con¬ 
ditioning and a television set 
would be bought in Jordan. 

"Via Mrs. Poot, we learnt of 
the important work that your 
association is doing for the 
handicapped children in the 
city of Aqaba. We appreciate 
these efforts. In every society, 
handicapped people belong 
to the weakest sections. Your 
work certainly gives these 
children a much better future 
and therefore, a much better 
position in Jordanian socie¬ 
ty," says the letter from the 
Dutch foundation to the 
Aqaba society, accepting to 
provide-th& kinds. ••3 -/til* 

But_ why wOitid Mrs. PiooP ! ' 
be- so interested 1 in heipfog''’ 
the mentally handicapped 


children in the south of 
Jordan? 

"In Holland we have a lot of 
experience in this field. Now 
that I’m retired I have more 
time to help those Who need 
it, especially in Aqaba after 
seeing how hard they (staff at 
AI Thagher) are working to 
provide the necessary care 
for the children. If we can 
provide financial help and 
professional expertise, then 
why not?" Mrs. Foot says. 

"Every child has rights to 
education, development, 
shelter and care. And special 
care is needed for handicap¬ 
ped children," she added. 

With a reported 350 men¬ 
tally handicapped children An 
the south, AI Thagher Society 
was registered in 1981, but 


did not open its centre until 
1986, with the help of the 
General Union for Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS). But to en¬ 
able the centre to care for, 
rehabilitate and provide spe- 
cial education for the 40 chil¬ 
dren in a proper manner, the 
society is currently working 
on a new building that would 
provide better services, 
especially that now the Dutch 
foundation has made life 
easier for the society to get 
ahead. The new building is 
scheduled to finish in 
September this year in time 
for the new school year. 

We ail know how disadvan¬ 
taged the mentafty-handicap- '■ 
ped Children are-in-our counA 
try. It is known how un¬ 
accepted they are in our soci¬ 


ety, and how there are many 
unreported cases that go un¬ 
noticed because of the back¬ 
ward mentality of the families 
that keep them hidden and 
locked up in their houses, not 
to be seen or heard by 
anyone. 

If both the families and the 
children are given hope, 
these children will be able to 
receive the necessary care, 
and perhaps develop and 
progress to melt into the pot 
of society. For, although 
these children may be men¬ 
tally handicapped, they are 
special, kind-hearted human 
beings who need special 
care and education. And let 
us not forget that in many 
cases it is the "normal" fami¬ 
lies who are in need of help to 
understand their mentally 
handicapped children and 
learn how to work with them. 

As Mrs. Poot says: "it is 
very important to give atten¬ 
tion to the families of these 
children on location, in their 
homes, and tra/n them to 
work in the proper manner 
with their disadvantaged chil¬ 
dren...This is something AI 
Thagher Society plans to 
work on." 

The southern region of the 
Kingdom is already dis¬ 
advantaged, let alone the 
situation of the 350 (reported 
cases) of mentally handicap¬ 
ped children. And AI Thagher 
is the only centre available in 
that area to care for these 
children. If the Jordan Times 
readers would like to offer 
any help so that more than 40 
children could benefit from 
the professional services of 
AI-Thagher Society, please 
- contact - telephone number 
(03 316499, or write to P.O. 
box 1637, Aqaba. . 


Give culture its 
share of democracy 

By Sana Atfyah 

DEMOCRACY has finally taken its coarse in the Kingdom, 
a process that started when the parliamentary election 
campaign began in October1969. ItisweB known that when 
democracy in a country nourishes, so does the cultural 
movement Those involved with culture and arts were 
optimistic with the openness that was supposed to accom¬ 
pany democracy, for now they had the chance to write, 
speak and analyse in the way they saw Gt without any 
restrictions from the government 
Certain sectors in society, however, are stepping orer the 
freedoms of other people’s right of expression. Let’s face it: 
The traditionalists in the country are going to lengths to 
suppress the right of people to even view forms of arts that 
an not “traditional. ” If we are to develop culturally, then 
let the cultural movement be left alone to experiment and 
deal with the arts in the way it sees BL 
As an example of societal oppression, some viewers who 
saw Palestinian director Michel Kbkiti’s last fftm, Nasbeed 
AI Hjtfar (Ballad of the Stone) about the Palestinian 
uprising, were “disturbed and unhappy” about some of the 
scenes portrayed in the film, namely, the love relationship 
between a Palestinian couple. No problem. These viewe rs 
have the right to fed as such, although it is very unfortunate 
that the only thing these people could see in the movie was 
not related to the suffering and pain facing P alestinian s 
undfr fyrafiii orn tpati nn. But when vandalis m and booEgan- 
ism take place, this is where their ‘‘freedom of expression” 


Punctuation — a real burden 


By Haym Hmvmtnt 

IN a headline entitled "Egypt - heading for Elections?" 
(April 5-6, page 4) I took the hyphenated words to suggest 
a new verb — what a word-architect of an editor! As it 
turns out, that wasn't a hyphen — a dash, rather, and it 
should have read: "Egypt — (dash) heading towards 
elections?" 

What a burden punctuation is. Omit a semi-colon and 
someone will scream that you’ve insulted them. Omit a 
comma and you're misquoting. 

But punctuation is no longer the basic set of rules for 
any art-form; it has instead become a set of tools with 
which one interprets art. In written art form, punctuation is 
as much a part of content as is allegory, symbolism or 
imagery. 

In certain visual art-forms like film-making, punctuation 
offers further contextual or structural interpretation. It may 
be the Tifeline of the flow of images. I refer to the type of 
film that has some literary powers. Such films often lack a 
convincing, lifelike plot and usually nothing much hap¬ 
pens. In these cases, directors rely on scenery, facial 


expressions, movement and conversations that are rarely 
complete or constantly interrupted. - 

That, I think, is where punctuation may play its role: In its 
series of interruptions (dots, dashes or commas); in its 
expansion of visual detail (colons, dashes); in its tacit but 
suggestive imagery (ellipsis); in its approach to the 
unknown, undetermined (question mark); in its brief 
side-imagery (brackets). 

/ don't know. Perhaps someone, someday, will write his or 
her Ph.D thesis on visual punctuation in the films of, say, 
Palestinian director Michel Khleifi. Until then, we have to 
convince ourselves that punctuation matters. 

Nonsense, after all, if artistically conveyed in any 
art-form makes sense. So does distortion. The irrelevant is 
itself an extension of how we see the world. Punctuation 
then, being another tool, cannot be immune to literal 
interpretation, even if we only mean to use it conserva¬ 
tively. 

In one Michel Khleifi's films, the conversations between 
a couple are remarkably toneless or "dull" as described 
by some people. I take that to mean one thing: The 
director wasn't using speech marks. 



Pen pals 


Last Wednesday night, when Nasbeed AlHajarwas being 
screened for the third time at die Abdul Hamid Sboman 
Foundation, in response to public demand, some ultra 

conservatives threw a smoke bomb in the ball where the BIm 

was being shown. This not only created a panic among the 
audience and the cinema committee of the foun datio n, but 
the screening that was scheduled for Thursday was cancel¬ 
led, despite the fact that many people stffilined opto see It 
Tolerance is the key to democracy. Just Bke many dtizens 
do not interfere in the private lives and cultural tastes of the 
lt traditkmaEsts f ” then the cultural rights and tastes of 

others should be respected. __ 

Bid at the same time, if hooliganism and threats of 
vandalism occur f then those who an supposed to be 
“atknndfyprogressive”should notgfve in to the mosd eof 
those who cannot accept others with different viewpoints 
and outlook on life. The cultural mo vement should continue 
to go forward mid develop instead of fearing *** backward 
acts of violence from intolerant groups. la other words, the 

flhn should have been screened as scheduled, becaose there 

is 9 large majority (yes, a majority) that does not accept 
being oppressed in this manner. The torn ts just one 
example, and perhaps jnst a b egin n ing to a series of 

■ mm _9 fl_ — 1 L*mi iflfiui IfcMT h)W I Wilt 


to Impose theft* beBeft on others. 

Imagine if the “adtnred” are conttouondy harassed Bke 
this! if we an to fear the wrath of those who are a threat to 
o» atturrt development, then development there wiH not 

be. 


Dear Sir, 

When I was a researcher for the writer of a book 
concerning the Middle East in the early fifties, I visited 
your country, and enjoyed a most pleasant holiday. 

Now I am a published writer of many decades who 
pursues postcard collecting as a hobby, and I thought 
perhaps you would have letters, from time to time, from 
people like me, on your editorial page called something 
Tike "Letters to the Editor." 

I trade postcards with people in countries all over the 
globe, including Pakistan, Zimbabwe and Pitcairn Island. I 
would like to trade postcards with collectors in your 
country. 

I will trade card for card, any interesting card of Jordan, 
if anyone is interested in receiving a postcard with a 
photograph of ex-President Reagan and a postcard with a 
map of Texas, I will trade same for a picture of King 
Hussein on a postcard and a postcard of the map of 
Jordan! 

I hope Jordanians will write to me and trade cards, and / 
shall answer every letter. 


Sincerely, 


Dem Sir, 


£2xme Anhalt-Stnart 
3700 Wakeforest , #11 
Houston, Texas 77098 

UJLA. 


I am writing to ask if you would be kind enough to print 
my name and address in your newspaper in order to 
obtain pen pais in your country. I am 21 years of age and I 
will answer any letter I receive. I collect both stamps and 
postcards and I would love to swap these with anyone 
who is willing. Thank you and I hope that you can grant my 
request 

Mark Farley 
P.O. Box : 10238 
Adelaide Street 
Brisbane 
Queensland 4000 
Australia. 

Dear Sir, 

I would like to have pen-friends from Jordan. Please 
publish my name and address in your newspaper. 

Interested persons, both male and female can write to 
me. There is no age preference. 

I'm a man of 36 years, a teacher of English and 
business studies. 

My hobbies are music, sports, reading, writing, photo¬ 
graphy and travelling. 

Thanks in advance 

Richmond A. Boateog 
PJ4.B. 209 
Serekmtda P.O. 
Banjul, Gambia 
West Africa. 


THE CUSTOMS law in Jordan has among its articles a 
curiosity that can only be described as an "incentive for 
public hassle and personal gain." According to sources 
familiar' with this law, if an importer is accused oi 
"smuggling" they are liable for a fine that could reach 
seven times the cost of the product smuggled. Excellent, 
many would say. Senses those smugglers right. But 
consider this situation: An importer who made an order 
from a factory abroad received his goods and found 
that he received two additional items from one product but 
two less from another and the two products have similar 
prices. The obvious conclusion is that there must have 
been a mistake from toe factory. Not to toe Customs 
Department. This was considered "smuggling" in a recent 
case, and the importers had to pay a huge fine, in addition 
to being labelled a smuggler. The wisdom of this practice 
is that toe fine is then distributed among toe employees ot 
the Customs Department, according to laws and regula¬ 
tions of the Customs Department. Perhaps this is better 
labelled "legitimate" corruption. 


IN this holy month of Ramadan one is reminded of an 
Arabian fruit which seems to take its rightful place on toe 
tables of many these days: Dates. But there is a story of 
how some gifts of dates for toe poor in Jordan are finding 
their way to toe medical alcohol factory. According to 
informed sources, dates which arrived in Jordan this year 
as gifts from certain Arab countries were stored in unfit 
areas for three months until worms found their way into the 
little brown pieces of fruit. Faced with dilemma, of how to 
give toe poor dates with worms in them, toe government 
looked for viable options. Usually these type of dates are 
sold to factories for alcoholic beverages but with the 
advent of democracy and toe emergence of strong 
Islamic trends in the country, the dates were sold to the 
medical alcohol factory for JD 1 a tonne. The sources, who 
insisted on anonymity, maintained that this has been 
going on for years. Perhaps toe representatives of the 
people could inform donor countries to donate their dates 
to these factories directly. 


A Jordanian citizen, who is also an agent for Aerofiot in 
Jordan, has signed a contract with toe municipality of 
Moscow and toe Central Tourism Hotel there to open an 
Arab food restaurant with a capital of $800,000. The 
restaurant will be able to accommodate as many as 200 
people at one time. Decoration and service in the 
restaurant will reflect Jordanian culture including the 
dress of the waitresses who will be wearing Jordanian 
thoubs. The same Jordanian citizen had sympathy with 
the. Jordanian embassy there and donated a facsimile 
machine as well as several telephone sets. Impressed by 
the generosity of this citizen, the ambassador sen! a 
telegram to his ministry here informing them of this 
commendable move and furnishing them with the name of 
toe citizen, obviously hoping that toe ministry would thank 
him for his generosity. No. The ministry did not do that. It 
sent a telegram to the ambassador, with toe following 
five-word question: "Who is so and so?" A relative of toe 
misguided citizen, who also happens to be a senior 
government official, is joking about the whole matter, 
saying toe gift holds with or without appreciation. 


RADIO Jordan English sen/ice has dispensed with toe 
services of one of its non-staff employees to cut unneces¬ 
sary spending. According to sources, who requested 
anonymity, Sami Kamal, a disc jockey who had his own 
radio show, was asked to leave his work at toe station 
because he worked longer hours than anybody else and 
therefore made more money than anybody else. This 
move comes as part of a policy in several government- 
owned institutions to fire workers who did not have a 
contract and to depend more on toe abilities of their own 
staff who have been enjoying a measly monthly salary 
rather than being paid per hour of work or project. Sami 
Kamal was not available for comment. 


DISTRIBUTORS of drip irrigation systems in Jordan are facing 
a problem that they believe could be made into an 
excellent episode of "That's Incredible." The Jordanian 
customs law allows for tax exemption only on complete 
drip irrigation systems but not on its constituent parts. So 
importers of this system Imported complete systems and 
were exempted, only to be told later that these systems 
could not be sold as separate parts. According to one 
importer, toe full system includes mainlines, iriplinss, 
drippers, valves and fittings. Most of these eler, ents are 
produced locally but toe local productions of drip, nes and 
drippers "is not sufficient for the local market." What the 
importers are calling for is that drip irrigation parts be 
exempted as is toe case with all other agricultural 
production material. Encourage local industry is the motto, 
many national enthusiasts say. Well, importers propose 
that customs tax be placed on toe valves and fittings of 
this system because they can be used for purposes other 
than agriculture and maintain that the difference in freight 
which they estimate at 20 per cent is enough incentive. 
While this problem is finding its way from the Ministry / of 
Agriculture to toe Prime Ministry to toe Customs Depart¬ 
ment and to all those concerned, farmers are not planting 
their crops and are awaiting the verdict of the authority in 
charge. Finally, if you think toe problem is too complicated 
for you, then just imagine how those who are directly 
involved feel. 

Jtfermeen 

THOUGHTS FOR THE WEEK 

Courage is the first of human qualities because it is the 
quality which guarantees ail the others 

— Sir Winston Churchill, British statesman (1874-1965). 

Never trust a man who speaks well of everybody 
—John Chartsa Coffins, English titerary critic (1848-1983). 

The greater the difficulty, toe greater toe glory j 

— Cicero, Roman statesman-philosopher (106 B.C.-43 \ 
B.C.). 
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JTV channel 2 weekly preview 



Thursday April, 12 Saturday April, 14 


830 The Bill Cosby Show 

Rudy protests the hard 
rules of the house and 
strikes a deal with her pa¬ 
rents. 

9:10 Basketball 

a 

ItkOO News in English 



l(h20 Feature FBm 
Teil Them Willie Bay Is Here 
Starring Robert Bedford 
aad Katharine Ross 

The American Indian 
ordeal at the hands of the 
white, man who was bent on 
changing their ways. 

Friday April, 13 

830 The Robert GaU/aume 
Show 

Together Again 

9:10 Beauty and the Beast 

in part two, Vincent strug¬ 
gles to save a pregnant 
Katherine from her kidnap¬ 
pers 

10:00 News in fagfefc 

1030 Qubtcey 
Dead And Alive 

The mysterious story of a 
dead man who is not com¬ 
pletely dead. 


830 Surgical Spirit 

Surgery is a serious pro¬ 
fession and Sheila Sabatini 
will not have fun made at it 
So when her eminent col¬ 
league Mr. Hope-Wynne 
appears in a comic photo¬ 
graph in a national news¬ 
paper her hackles rise at 
once. 

930 Encounter 

1030 News in English 

1030 Feature FHm 
Death of a GunBg hter 
Starring Richard Widmark 
and Lena Home 

A western in which Wid- 
mark plays a small-town 
marshal with a dozen kill¬ 
ings to his name. He fails 
out of favour with a group of 
local city councillors, ail of 
whom want him removed. 
But how? 

Sunday April, IS 

830 Who’s the Boss 

Tony decides to give his 
daughter. Samantha, the 
ultimate incentive to go to 
college 

9:10 Without Borders 
ItkOO News m EngthA 



wm 

f ±-r ▼ 




David Sachet ms Poirot 


A scene from Beauty and 

10:20 Agatha Christie's 
Poirot 

The VeBed Lady 

Another multiple mystery 
that yields to Poirot's wit 
and mental powers. 

Monday April, 16 

830 Empty Nest 

9:10 FIFA 

10:00 News in English 

1030 Tusitala 
(Episode 5 of 6) 

Episode five of the con¬ 
tinuing story of Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s life in the Paci¬ 
fic. Matala makes peace 
offering to his adversary, 
but aias. the civil war en¬ 
gulfs them all. 

Tuesday April, 17 

830 Charles in Charge 

Charles ’tries hard', very 
hard, to make himself an 
example to the kids. 

9:10 Scientific legacy of the 
Arab World. 


dM Boast Friday at 9:10 

lthOO News in English 

10:20 In the Heat of the 
tight 

The Sparta jail is filled 
with women when the six 
wives of bigamist James 
Jeffson, visit him bearing 
gifts of food only to become 
suspects when the man 
dies of poisoning. 

Wednesday, April 18 

830 Laura and Disorder 

9:10 A Horseman RhSng By 
An Outbreak of Romance 


1030 News in En glish 
1030 ADce to Nowhere 

The Australian outback is 
one of the fast frontiers on 
Earth. Where the fierce 
heat, the relentless distance 
between small pockets of 
civilisation and the loneli¬ 
ness stretch human endur¬ 
ance to breaking point. This 
vast spectacular landscape 
is the setting of a chilling 
story of suspense "Alice to 
Nowhere." 


THE WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


Edited by Herb Eticnson 


CONNECTIONS 

By W. Russell Me DoweU 


ACROSS 

1 Keeton of films 

6 Fragment 

11 Help a crook 

15 Household 
member 

19 Actor's treasure 

20 Eng- 'oval house 

21 Pro — 

22 Dais Ol I ana: Fr. 

23 Country Singer 
with maala? 

27 Dollar bill 

28 Poetic 
limes 

29 Browning or 
Gray 

30 Golly 

31 Indian 

32 Faint 


34 Nic* ( Nora's 
OOfl 

38 Singer In Lone 
Star city7 

43 Spinel or player 

44 Mountain crest 

45 Narrow inlei 
48 Epochs 

48 OK diy 
48 Bagaia 

51 Dramatic con filer 

52 Can. prov. 

53 — Be 

54 Macadamized 

55 — ol Troy 
57 Planet 

59 Robert or Alan 
80 MOctty 
6t Gar. niter ones 


62 Quinn meets 
nandlcapper? 

88 The East 
99 Young lower 

70 Dueling sword 

71 Baseball turns 

72 Cyclist 

73 Will Penn _ 
Rogers 

75 US govt. ory. 
once 

76 Brain leal letters 

79 Enthuse 

80 Places for snips 

81 Nimble 

62 Urban blight 

84 DDE 

85 Spirits 
87 Dress up 


86 Actor teams up 
with comic cop? 

93 Layer 

94 SUly ones 
96 Mine find 

98 Welches secretly 

99 Meadows 

100 Settled a bin 

101 Prior to: pre*. 

104 Messenger 

meets informer? 
110 Ointment plant 
1ft Noblemen 

112 Piece ol action 

113 Home type 
IT4 Dam 

lib Mather of Cesior 

116 Ointments 

117 Carries 


1 Karale school 

24 Bong forth 

56 “Iliad" author 

81 Sp. Mrs. 

2 "The bird — the 

lambs 

56 Sailors' patron 

83 Measured in a 

wing" 

25 Rotated 

saint 

nay 

3 Yearn 

28 Social event 

57 Numbering 

BS Sam ol goTf 

4 Thai rimi 

32 Taller 

machine worker 

86 TX native 

5 Composer 

33 Ills 

58 Modena money 

87 Foretell 

Lecuona 

34 Charged particle 

56 Busy as — 

89 Unlesa In law 

6 Posture 

35 Fioberg 

80 Hoarfrost 

90 Mooting Hems 

7 Barbarians 

36 Port 

SI Military cape 

91 Marsupials 

B Do sums 

37 Narrow margin 

62 Dtstrtcls 

92 Stumble 

9 Fabled 

38 Hooarer slate: 

63 Bay windows 

96 Con game 

bird 

abbr. 

64 Can 

97 Wan 

10 Dull 

39 Maneuverable 

66 GoK club 

98 Golf club 

school 

40 Almond-llavored 

G8 Gag 

99 Cooking tat 

11 Glowing 

syrup 

67 Pile 

100 Duck's mIHeu 

12 Thai coin 

41 Wake up 

72 Tart man? 

101 Confined 

13 Gf. teller 

42 SC river 

73 “Kale ana —” 

102 Was carried 

14 Fra roads 

43 Vigor 

74 Record 

103 — Slaughter 

IS Chao and cui 

47 Baby deliverer ’ 

75 011 cartel 

105 Building wing 

instrument 

49 Anwar — 

76 Vldlm 

106 Fish eggs 

16 Russ, range 

50 Lendl 

77 Wrner Rand 

107 — la la 

17 Nudnik 

51 Associate 

79 Oriental staple 

it* Atop to poets 

18 Tennis name 

54 Schemes 

B0 Beer 

109 Sltme 



X 17, By CnJf Schnbz 


ACROSS 
1 Swampy land 
A Reed Instrument 
8 Napoleon's exile 
isle 

10 Plays contrary lo 

the rules 

12 Actor Vigoda 
15 Hilcticock mode 
78 Decreases 
gradually 

21 Endure 

22 Whine fearfully 


DOWN 

1 Unite 

2 Yale students 

3 Cagere' otg 

4 Loaves me shore 

5 Kick 

6 Town" 

7 Shade trees 
9 Dote out 

11 Earth's source of 

nJSSS 

13 Red as a — 

14 First name In 
whodunits 


23 Culture medium 

24 Wheel tooth 

25 For -'s sakel 
28 Colonial 

senthnenl (part 
1 ) 

30 Sulfbt for beta or 

S olo 

ilk unsteadily 
33 2nd pt of 28A 
35 Colo red 
38 Election demand 


16 Three wise men 

17 Tear from its 
place 

18 Need 

19 "What - boy 
am I!" 

20 Dapper 
24 Vehicle 

27 Crossed out 

28 Have debts 

29 Hits Slightly 

30 Ruffian 

31 Howard or Ely 
34 Digit 


37 Corroded 

39 Bene) 

40 Adhesive 
substances 

43 Arab robes 

47 EmbroWered 
cloth 

48 Fasteners 

50 Hardy heroine 

51 Proverbially, it 
never boils 

54 Australian birds 


38 Pick up an 
option 

37 Elec, units 

38 — Aviv 

40 Kind of salad 

41 Type measures 

42 —la-la 

43 Tavern drink 

44 SD region 

45 Meat felly 

46 Seed kin 

47 Short and thick 

48 Two make a 
dance 


56Pie -mode 

57 Money In Milan 

58 Did over 
61 Sett prof. 

63 Indy entrant 

64 End ol 28A 

67 Animal pan 

68 Period ol 

ovori indulgence 

89 Poker holding 

70 Goes oil course 

71 Mothers 


49 Headliner 

52 Goodbye 

53 Fabric 

54 Goes astray 
56 Encounter 
56 — Moines 
60 See at a 

distance 
81 Again 

62 Indians 

63 Barrett or 
Jaffa 

65 Nolabia time 
68 a Camera" 


Led Week's Cryptograms 

1. Docs very nostalgic nnac remind us bow ■hinge never realty were? 

2. Did refusal of bh marriage proposal mean Ural dear young attorney 
tool Us first soil? 

3. Peach farmer gave old grandfather dock lo kind mechanic for free 
repairs on Ids van. 

4: Former cold ettmate gave frigid midget a IMd rigid digit. 


C It Y PTOG R AMS 

I. HUNT HOCAL MESSON! MOSSNAY 
GL0BBALY GIZUFC Gf GIIA tIC EB SIL 


FAHNZ SILDAT CODA SOLD. 


—By Lea Sherry 


2. CKL YADTE EBWW OCHHKWL HSJEWYHSKK 
JYSA DB ODMO JTCADBM TCBYWJY. 

—By Earl Iret&ad 

3, LK1GLOR YOKBZ IBUB l£AKP MPPUKKAKG 
ITEOZ TK8Z BREAK LEG TKYMPPKC 


BVMMPY. 


—By Ed Hsddlesan 


4.NU SRDOM0RK RATE US DRY OYLMINT 
BTTYE' LUIKBOYA BOOT: -By Norton Rhoades 
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SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 
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Ramadan is ‘kareem 9 for food merchants 


Bp Mariam BL Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Food, food, 
everywhere but not a bit to 
eat before 6 p.m. During the 
Holy Month of Ramadan, 
which began two weeks ago, 
most of the world’s 750 rrii- 
Fton Muslims fast from sunrise 
to dawn in order to feel what it 
is like for those who are hun¬ 
gry and poor and in observ¬ 
ance with one of the main 
pillars of the faith. 

While many people who 
fast frequently have stomach 
aches and feel nauseous af¬ 
ter eating too much once they 
break their fast, many others 
are moderate in their food 
intake and are thus more like¬ 
ly to be following the essence 
of the whole exercise. 

Most Jordanians eat meats 
that vary from "fast breakers" 
like soup, salad, stuffed 
lamb, chicken and other 
goodies to green onions, 
tomatoes, beans and bread. 

The rise in prices of many 
consumer products and the 
stagnation of the county's 
economy have left a visible 
effect on both consumer and 
food prices. 

Many merchants fear that 
sates of clothes, toys and 
household gifts at the end of 
Ramadan on the eve of 'Eid 
Ai Fitr will be less than in 
previous years because of 
the decreased buying power 
of the dinar, the absence of 
expatriates so early in the 
year and the "bad" weather. 
Some home delivery food 
merchants, however, were all 
smiles this week when they 
talked to the Jordan Times 
about their sales in the first 
week of Ramadan. 

Ata AH, considered one of 
the main takeaway food 
chains in Jordan, seems to 
be doing well; dozens of peo¬ 
ple stand in a que to buy not 
only the famous sweet kataef 



Home delivery food merchants, are doing ormB in Ramadan despite rise In 
prices of many c o nsumer goods. 

but also, according to those lamb meat had risen from JD redients for pateries and Mid- 
responsible Ata AH safes or 3.5 to JD 4.5 per kilo. die Eastern sweets. 

Arabic sweets and hot meals, "But, ‘AI Hamdulitah', this "Pistachoes have gone 

mansaf. The sales of legs of Ramadan as every Ramadan from JD 0.82 to JD 4.6 a kite; 
lamb and stuffed lambs are sales are up,” he added. fresh cream from JD 1.6 to JO 
up by approximately 30 per Asked about the increase 3," the manager said 
cent and up to 40 percent on of their sales during Rama- "Now the government has 
the weekend. dan a senior manager of Ata put a taxon my terrace and »s 

A branch manager at Ata Alt’s main competitor, the six- asking me to pay JD 20 for 
Ali, which has seven bran- branch Jabri foot chain, re- every square metre and I only 
cries in the Kingdom, said fused to give even an use the terrace four months a 
that it had maintained its approximate estimate of its year , ,r he added, 
prices despite the increase in sales. But, by a look of the His competitor, jinini, 
the cost of meat and various queues, business is not fall- down the street had a diffe 
ingredients used to make ing behind. rent story to leH its sates are 

sweets as well as butter and The Ata AH manager said up by up to 50 per cent. - 
ghee. that the sales at the chain's While, the shep, which sells 

"We used to sell a kilo of branches outside Amman, exclusively Middle Eastern 
lamb meat, cleaned, cooked those in Irbid or Aqaba, reg- sweets, also lamented the ki- 
and garnished with nuts and istered tower increases in crease in prices of "basics 
ail the other trimmings for JD sales — approximately 25 - such as snober, pistachoes, 

6.5. This year we sell it at JD per cent cheese etc," it also said that 

7.5, which is a minimal in- Th e manager of sales this Ramadan were 
crease." said the manager of Moahtesem sweetshop on more than satisfactory. 

Ata AH, Shmeisani. He added Gardens Street complained "The butter we use has 
that snobar, used for gar- that Ramadan his safes had gene up from JD 12 a kiio to 
nishing lamb meat and stuf- gone up by only five per cent JD 38 a Iriio and our cheese 
tings as well as sweets, had and that his once thriving from JD 17 a kiio to JD 32. 
gone from JD 3.5 last Rama- shop was "in the red" be- But, as you can seen, ai 
dan to JD 14 this Ramadan cause of the increase in Ramadan is ‘kareem' — 
and that the price of "quality" prices of certain "basic" ing- generous," he said smling. 


lamb meat had risen from JD 
3.5 to JD 4.5 per kilo. 

"But, ‘AI Hamdulitah', this 
Ramadan as every Ramadan 
sales are up," he added. 

Asked about the increase 
of their sales during Rama¬ 
dan a senior manager of Ata 
AH’s main competitor, the six- 
branch Jabri foor chain, re¬ 
fused to give even an 
approximate estimate of its 
safes. But, by a took of the 
queues, business is not fall¬ 
ing behind. 

The Ata AH manager said 
that the sales at the chain's 
branches outside Amman, 
those in irbid or Aqaba, reg¬ 
istered tower increases in 
sales — approximately 25 
per cent 

Th e manager of 
Moahtesem sweetshop on 
Gardens Street complained 
that Ramadan his sales had 
gone up by only five per cent 
and that his once thriving 
shop was "in the red" be¬ 
cause of the increase in 
prices of certain "basic" ing- 


This Week in History 


FRIDAY, APRIL .13 

1868 - British forces under 
Robert Napier capture Mag¬ 
da/a in Ethiopia 
1909 - Army counter-revolu¬ 
tion in Constantinople against 
rule of Mohammedan Union. 

1986 - Stampede by Hindu 
pilgrims kills at least 46 peo¬ 
ple and injures 39 others at 
religious festival at banks of 
Ganges River northeast of 

New Delhi, India 
1989 - Independent Soli¬ 
darity trade union in Poland 
files for registration after 
seven-year ban. 

Thursday, April 12 

1945 - U.S. President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt dies at 
age 63, and Harry S. Truman 
is sworn in as his successor. 

1961 - Soviet Union puts 
first man in s pace-Cosmo- 
naut Yuri Gagarin makes safe 
landing after one orbit of 
Earth. 

1966 - U.S. bombers carry 
out their first strikes against 
North Vietnam. 

1987 - Soviet media reports 
that two cosmonauts walking 
in space successfully linked 
space module to their orbital 

space station Mir. 

1989 - Relentless artillery 
battles rage between Christ¬ 


ians and muslims as leba- 
noris civil war enters its 15th 
year. 

Monday, April 16 

1942 — India's congress 
rejects terms of self-govern¬ 
ment offered by Britain. 

1945 — U.S. troops enter 
Nuremberg, Germany, in 
World War II. 

1947 — Fires and explo¬ 
sions wreck Texas city, 
Texas, as French freighter 
loaded with nitrate blows up, 
leaving eventual death toll of 
more than 500. 

1964 — Nationalist leader 
Joshua Nkomo is placed 
under restriction in southern 
Rhodesia. 

1970 — Alpine avalanche 
plunges down on children's 
sanitarium at Sallanches, 
France, killing 72 people. 

1972 — U.S. Apollo 16 
astronauts are launched to¬ 
ward moon from Cape Ken¬ 
nedy, Florida. 

1975 — Cambodian gov¬ 
ernment in Phnom Penh asks 
for truce and offers to yield to 
Communist forces sweeping 
into city. 

1988 — Commando unit 
kills Palestine Liberation 
Organisation military com¬ 
mander in Tunis. 

The Associated Press 


They are refurbishing 
our heritage 

BySa’ad C Hatter 

YES. Some people may have to steal. They steal to eat. 
Then they steal to tip. Many steal 10 per cent. I know 
someone who used to steal 12 to 15 per cent which made 
him a celebrity amongst the waiters. 

Other people steal mosaic floors to decorate their 
homes, to make them look brighter, authentic and add to 
them a touch of Je ae sais quoL 

The theft last week of a mosaic floor from Qasr 
AI-HaHabat, an invaluable Islamic retreat on the outskirts 
of Amman, fell under the second category. The husband 
dismantled the unique floor and whisked it away to his 
newly built villa. "Do you think we should place it on the 
veranda to show it off to our neighbours or use it as a 
kitchen tableT asked the anxious wife. "I don't think it 
would tit in the kitchen. Besides, we will have to use a 
table cover of the same colour shades and support it with 
stone legs, preferably of the same material." a confident 
husband replied. 

— "But we will have to fetch the legs from the Jerash ruins 
and, perhaps, we can get a corner stone from Petra to 
complement the setting.” 

— Yes, darling, but we can never tit all these items in our 
small kitchen." 

—7 ffmk we hadbetier rent our villa and go live in one of the 
desert castles, perhaps, the Mushata retreat; it is near the 
capita! and quite spacious," toe husband suggested. 

— "No / would rather live in Qasr AI Halfabat.it is fairly 
preserved and we can refurbish it to include a pool and an 
alarm system," toe wife snapped. The far-fetched plan¬ 
ning did not materialise. The next day the couple received 
a much better offer. A pjeutresque solitary confinement 
with a panoramic view, overlooking a row of neat cells on 
the right side and toe prison’s kitchen and wastevard on 
the left side. 
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Cyrano de Bergerac — 
French season’s brightest star 


By Marilyn August 
Associated Press 
PARIS — Cyrano de Berger¬ 
ac, whose long nose and gift 
of poetic gab make him 
France's most famous fiction¬ 
al character, is tugging at 
hearts again, this time on 
stage and in film in perform¬ 
ances by France's two fore¬ 
most actors. 

Nearly 100 years after he 
was created for the stage, 
Cyrano is being portrayed 
simultaneously on stage and 
in cinemas in France. Jean- 
Paid Belmondo is dazzling 
audiences at the sold-out 
Marigny Theatre, while 
Gerard Depardieu is induc¬ 
ing tears — and laughs — in 
France's most expensive 
cinematic production ever. 

The film, produced at a 
cost of SI 7 million, opened in 
France to unanimous critical 
praise. It will open in the 
United States in December. 

Painfully shy and downright 
ugly, Cyrano was a master 
swordsman with verve and 
panache who breathed his 
poetry and passion into the 
tongue-tied head of a hand¬ 
some soldier to win the lovely 
Roxanne. 



Gerard Pepaixflcn (right) plays Cyrano dm Ber g erac in the film version which was directed by Jean-Paul 
Sappenew. 

box-office smash after al years ago. wrote Jean-Pierre Thibaudat would have been the Co- 

another, Hossein recalled. "Belmondo is paying off a in Liberation. "If the movies quelin of our times. And Co- 

Paul Belmondo died sever- personal debt (to his father)," hadn't been invented, he quelin invented Cyrano." 


The classic tale of unre¬ 
quited love got a modem 
face lift in 1987 in the Amer¬ 
ican hit film Roxanne, starring 
Steve Martin and Darryl Han¬ 
nah. Martin played a long- 
nosed fire chief in a contem¬ 
porary U.S. small town. 

' The newest versions are 
faithful to Edmond Rostand's 
play set in 17th century 
France against a background 
of war between kings fought 
by swashbuckling gascons 
like D’Artagnan of the three 
musketeers. 

Written by Rostand in 1897, 
Cyrano is as French as the 
national anthem. Children 
study it in school and audi¬ 
ences know the "nose” and 
"no thank you" tirades by 
heart. 

Yet. it has defied film mak¬ 
ers until now because of its 
alexandrines, iambic lines 
with six feet that rhyme. Rap- 
peneau and veteran screen¬ 
writer Jean-Ciaude Carriere 
streamlined the original text, 
but critics say they sacrificed 
neither the poetry nor its 
romantic soul 

Cyrano also has endured 
because its story is timeless. 
Who has never felt despair 


looking in the mirror or pain 
upon discovering that the one 
you love loves another? 

"A little Cyrano sleeps in 
the heart of all of us," Depar¬ 
dieu has told interviewers. 

Both Depardieu and Bel¬ 
mondo have received rave 
reviews from critics in their 
portrayals of Cyrano, consi¬ 
dered one of the most difficult 
roles ever penned. 

Depardieu, 41. is France's 
biggest box-office attraction 
with 60 films under his belt — 
and Cyrano, is his most bril¬ 
liant performance ever. 

"Cyrano? Bravo," head¬ 
lined Le Monde. "Cyrano is 
fabulous," chimed in the 
often cynical Liberation, 
another major daily news¬ 
paper. 

The movie was filmed on 
location in Hungary with 
2,000 actors and extras in 
period costumes, 40 studio 
sets, 1,000 pikes and mus¬ 
kets. An entire forest was 
cleared to film the siege of 
Arras. 

Studio Magazine — 
France’s leading film monthly 
— devoted 20 pages to the 
film, and described Depar¬ 
dieu as "an actor in a state of 


grace. 

"Everything in Cyrano's 
character fits him like a 
glove," Marc Esposito wrote. 
“The power, the sensitivity, 
the arrogance, the com¬ 
plexes, the fragility we sense 
under his imposing physique, 
belongs as much to Cyrano 
as to Depardieu." 

Jacques Weber, who trium¬ 
phed in his portrayal of De 
Guiche, the haughty count 
also enamored of Roxanne, 
called Depardieu "a bomb 
fallen from the moon." 

For Belmondo, 56, best- 
known for his tough-guy roles 
in fast-paced thrillers, Cyrano 
marks a long-awaited return 
to his roots as a dramatic 
actor — and only his second 
stage appearance in 25 
years. 

Director Robert Hossein 
said playing Cyrano had long 
been a secret goal of Bel¬ 
mondo because the actor's 
father, Paul, used to say the 
role was the ultimate test for 
an actor. 

"When will you go back to 
your real profession? I will die 
without seeing you as Cyra¬ 
no, " Belmondo senior would 
say as his son posted one 


Vietnamese guitar prodigy 
finds refuge in music 


By John Miller 



% 


PALAWAN ISLAND. The Phi¬ 
lippines — When Tran Vu 
Hung needs to find a little 
peace and quiet, he takes his 
guitar to the rocky beach by 
the First Asylum Camp on 
Palawan Island. There, alone 
at the edge of the turquoise 
Sulu Sea, he plays the works 
of 19th-century, Polish/bom 
composer Frederic Chopin. 
For it's in music, and espe¬ 
cially Chopin's music, that 
Tran feels most at home. 

Feeling at home has a 
poignant appeal for Tran, a 
Vietnamese "boat person" 
who arrived in the Philippines 
after five grueling days at sea 
last May. 

With his long, black hair 
threaded with white, his 
handsome face focused and 
hard, it’s difficult to believe 
that Tran Vu Hung is only 25 
years old. Hearing him play 
the guitar only reinforces that 
disbelief: He is a prodigy, an 
artist of rare skill and prom¬ 
ise, known thus far to few 
outside the friends and 
neighbours who have heard 
him piay in this crowded, 
relentlessly noisy refugee 
camp. 


7 feel it in my gut that he's 
a great musician," says Victor 
♦ Rockwell, an American 
Peace Corps volunteer who 
works as a teacher near the 
camp where Tran now lives. 
Rockwell, an award-winning 
classical guitarist who stu- 
ctied with some of the most 
accomplished playes in the 
world, first met Tran while 
leading a Boy Scout outing. 
He had no idea then that the 
„ intense and energetic young 
Vietnamese was a gifted 


musician. 


Then he heard Tran play at 
a birthday party for the local 
Catholic bishop. “Everybody, 
there was overwhelmed," 
Rockwell recalls. “They gave 
him a standing ovation." 
Rockwell was fascinated by 
the unorthodox way in which 
Tran held his guitar and by 
his creative interpretations of 
the difficult pieces he played. 
He was so impressed, in fact, 
that he gave Tran his own 
guitar. 

Although he is quick to 
point out that Tran still 
"makes lots of mistakes,” 
Rockwell has no doubt that 


the young Vietnamese pos¬ 
sesses and extraordinary ta¬ 
lent. "I've worked closely with 
some of the best guitarists in 
the United States," he says, 
"and Tran is as good as any 
of them." 

is he in a class with world- 
famous guitarists such as Ju¬ 
lian Bream, John Williams or 
Andres Segovia? Not yet. 


the West, he explains, adding 
that he plans to go to Hous¬ 
ton. Texas, where an aunt has 
already settled. 

But it's an open question 
whether he'll be able to leave 
file camp where he now 
waits. Tran, like tens of 
thousands of other Viet¬ 
namese who landed in South 
East Asian countries in the 
past year, has no guarantee 
that he will be judged a true 
refugee — as opposed to an 
economic refugee — under a 
new screening procedure in¬ 
stituted by potential host 
countries, it used to be that 
Western "resettlement' coun¬ 
tries like the United States, as 
well as “first asylum" coun¬ 
tries like the Philippines, Thai¬ 
land and Malaysia, consi¬ 
dered anyone fleeing Viet¬ 
nam to be a political refugee. 
This is no longer the case. 

Some 6,000 of the 9,500 
says Rockwell, but in time he 
could well be. “I don’t know if 
Tran is one in a century, or 
just maybe one in 10 years. 
But the point is, in my opinion, 
this guy is very, very special." 

Tran himself is not reluctant 
to admit that he has a gift, 
and although he says that he 
uses the guitar primarily to 
"understand myself,” he is 
eager to play for appreciative 
audiences. According to 
Rockwell, Tran has the kind of 
arrogance that is common to 
most great performers. 7 like 
his attitude. He loves playing, 
and it shows. Tran Vu Hung 
should be entertaining peo¬ 
ple," he says. 


people in the overcrowded 
Palawan camp arrived after 
March 1989, when the new 
refugee policy was signed 
into law here in the Philip¬ 
pines. The screening process 
itself just began at the end of 
last year, and so far roughly 
half of those screened have 
been designated refugees r 
Some officials are surprised 
that the number is so high. 
Although international nego¬ 
tiations on the refugees' fate 
are underway, no one knows 
at this point what wifi happen 
to the asylum-seekers who 
are told they don't qualify. 

Tran says he doesn’t worry. 
He’ happy to be in the Pala¬ 
wan camp because he is free 
to play his guitar when he 
wants to play, without having 
to worry about making his 
living playing government- 
approved music or teaching. 
The third of seven children of 
schoolteacher parents, he 
says that he never really sup¬ 
ported himself playing music 
in his native Nha Trang City 
but that he did have students 
from time to time. 

In fact, his best friend from 
Vietnam, Mguyen Ho To 
Uyen, a 17-year-old girl who 
plays and sings with breath¬ 
taking maturity and grace, is 
now staying in the same 
camp. Neither one knew that 
the other had left Vietnam. 
They met again in a "transit 
centre" in Manila and have 
been playing music together 
ever since. In all, Tran now 
has five students in the camp. 



Tran is largely self-taught but he 
admits that he went to several master 
musicians In Vietnam to work out speci¬ 
fic technical problems. He would very 
much like to have a mentor, he says, but 
he feels that art is primarily Inspiration, 
and inspiration can’t be taught He is 
interested in Zen Buddhism and prac¬ 
tices meditation every day — no small 
achievement In a place where noise and 
activity never seem to stop. His dream is 
not so much to play in crowded American 
or European concert halls, but rather, to 
achieve a state of meditation while play¬ 
ing the guitar. 



Tran agrees. “I am an 
artist," he asserts. After a 
pause he repeats himself, to 
make sure the point is clear. 
"I am a true artisL" This is 
why he felt compelled to 
leave Vietnam, hoping for a 
chance to play and study in 


Tran is largely self-taught 
but he admits that he went to 
several master musicians in 
Vietnam to work out specific 
technical problems. He 
would very much like to have 
a mentor, he says, but he 
feels that art is primarily in¬ 



Bram Van Velde (1895-1981) 

Painte r of the invisible 

By Oscarme Bosquet 


spiration, and inspiration 
cant be taught He is in¬ 
terested in Zen Buddhism 
and practices meditation ev¬ 
ery day — no small achieve¬ 
ment in a place where noise 
and activity never seem to 
stop. His dream is not so 
much to play in crowded 
American or European con¬ 
cert halls, but, rather, to 
achieve a state of meditation 
while playing the guitar. 

Rockwell calls him "a di¬ 
amond in the rough," but 
Tran is no primitive. He 
understands music thorough¬ 
ly (he transposed his Chopin . 
pieces from piano scores), 
and he has strong opinions 
about the styles, strengths 
and'weaknesses of the most 
celebrated guitarists of the 
age. He is not afraid to com¬ 
pare himself with the great 
ones. He's convinced, for ex¬ 
ample, that his way of holding 
the guitar — with his legs 
crossed instead of slightly 
spread — gives him more 
speed and flexibility than, 

Rockwell calls him "a di¬ 
amond in the rough," but 
Tran is no primitive. He 
understands music thorough¬ 
ly (he transposed his Chopin 
pieces from piano scores), 
and he has strong opin ions 
about the styles, strengths 
and weaknesses of the most 


celebrated guitarists of the 
age. He is not afraid to com¬ 
pare himself with the great 
ones. He's convinced, for ex¬ 
ample, that his way of holding 
the guitar — with his legs 
crossed instead of slightly 
spread — gives him more 
speed and felxibility than, 
say, the legendary Spanish 
guitarist Segovia. 

Its clear that Tran is not 
satisfied with simply following 
in the footsteps of the mas¬ 
ters. In fact, he's like to 
change some of the arts fun¬ 
damental groundrules. 

7 have a plan for an eight¬ 
string guitar." he says matter- 
of-factly. Then struggling to 
find the words to explain his 
idea in English: "Because 
when I play a six-strihg guitar, 

I see that it's not enough. 
When I look at the history of 
the guitar, I see that it used to 
have five strings. So very 
soon I will build an eight¬ 
string guitar." 

And where will he build it? 
" Here in the camp. In the next 
few months I will do it." 

But isn't he impatient to 
leave, to get on with life? Tran 
shmgs. lb, he will take things ' 
as they.come. "I have a crazy 
idea." he confides with a 
laugh. "I help everyone, and 
the Gods help me" — World 
News Link. 


PARIS — The Paris National 
Modem Art Museum is devot¬ 
ing a retrospective exhibition 
of 88 oil and gouache paint¬ 
ings to the artist Bram Van 
Velde, who, for thirty years, 
was ignored by file Paris and 
American public. 

Bram Van Velde's painting 
came to the fore after the war 
in the existentialist climate of 
the Sartre years. It was disco¬ 
vered, defended and inter¬ 
preted by Samuel Beckett as 
a work of the impossibility of 
being, and as the painting of 
nothingness and failure. His 
painting was confronted by 
all the ideologies and utopias 
of the post-war period. It was 
commonplace and its banal¬ 
ity was a criticism of its con¬ 
temporariness. It was far-re- 
moved from the manifestos 
and revolutions in art. He was 
struggling with the impossi¬ 
bility of painting. 

His pictorial language his¬ 
torically came from the Ger¬ 
man expressionism of the 
20s, Matisse's still-lifes and 
windows, and the discon¬ 
tinuous, fragmented, broken- 
up spaces of cubism. In the 
50s, he provided the link be¬ 
tween the geometrical and 
lyrical abstraction of the Paris 
School, which he hated, 
American abstract express¬ 
ionism, Picasso and Matisse, 
and line and colour. Just like 
with Pollock and de Kooning, 
Bram Van Velde's art is one of 
effacement and of calling the 
representation of the world 
and the object into question. 

But he said he did not know 


what abstraction was, since 
painting "helps one to see, by 
making what one is unable to 
see visible". "Painting is an 
eye, a blinded eye which 
continues to see, which sees 
what blinds it”. 

First he painted portraits 
and landscapes, and still- 
lifes in front of the window. 
One thinks of the world of 
Matisse seen by a post-cub¬ 
ist. In the 30s. African masks 
geometrised the picture into 
a thousand facets. Shapes 
became blurred. One had the 
impression of being very 
close up to things. It was 
increasingly difficult to recog¬ 
nise any form, although it was 
still there. There were fasci¬ 
nating motifs: fragments of 
faces, especially eyes; eyes 
looking at us, lost in the glid¬ 
ing areas of colour which cut 
out space in a thin layer. 

What one can see is unst¬ 
able. One no longer knows if 
it is the line or the colour 
which defines the shapes. 
The drawing does not en¬ 
close the object. It goes into 
the circularity of the painting 
and its fluidity and liquidity. 
His painting stands at the 
point of balance between ab¬ 
straction and figuration. It fi¬ 
gures the invisibility of 
depths. 

Bram Van Velde used to 
say that "painting means 
seeking the face of what has 
no face". A picture was the 
capture of what was fleeing. 
A picture was the face of 
what would not have a face 
without the eye of painting, 
the face of what underlies 
being. 


features of a face build the 
flesh up into an orderly 
architecture. But it has a 
trembling geometry, shaken 
by the splashes of colour. 
The plan of the picture has to 
be thought of like the features 
of a face. Sometimes of fl^sh 
and the moods of the being 
disturb the features and dis¬ 
place them. Panic spreads 
across the face, the visibility 
and the pictorial plan of the 
picture. The painting is a 
skin-deep face. Each picture 
commits the painter to recog¬ 
nising a plan. He feels his 
way (one can see the altera¬ 
tions). caresses the canvas, 
clenches his fingers and rec¬ 
ognises a face: that is the 
picture. 

In the Renaissance, Alberti 
made the model of a picture. 
A window opening out on the 
world represented. Leonardo 
da Vinci compared it to a 
mirror. With Bram Van Velde's 
painting, the window and the 
mirror look at each other: "As 
if opening up the space of a 
world and appearing to one¬ 
self were a single gesture, the 
essential gesture of painting" 
(Jean Starobinski). Each pic¬ 
ture is a self-portrait: it opens 
up on a mental space, a 
magma of shapes which col¬ 
lapse and slide, an interior in 
which things are not sure, 
fixed and determined, a 
labyrinth. "To no longer be a 
painter, but a being who pur¬ 
sues life through the means 
of colour. To paint, not in 
order to succeed in a picture, 
but in order to rush inside 
oneself and to make the 
being more keen" — L'Ac- 
tualite en France. 


The brushstrokes or the 



One of the works of Bram Van VeUe painted in 1940. Untitied 
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World climate is 
changing hut no one 
is sure how and why 


PALAWAN ISLAND. The Phi¬ 
lippines — "You see those 
huts?" asks Norman Songco. 
pointing at a bare spot on the 
shoreline as the wooden boat 
chugs out into Puerto Prin- 
cesa Bay. "They set up a sort 
of picnic area. The first thing 
they did was cut down all (he 
mangrove trees. They 
thought they'd have a beach 
— what they aot was a mud 
flat." 

In itself, the tiny picnic area 
is not a major problem — 20 
metres of blighted coastline 
and a buried stretch of coral 
reef — but to Songco it illus¬ 
trates a point. You can’t ex¬ 
pect to cash in on the en¬ 
vironment, he says, unless 
you are willing to do what it 
takes to preserve it. 

Songco, a 39-year-old for¬ 
mer engineer, makes his liv¬ 
ing guiding tourists to the 
coral reefs off the coast of this 
mountainous, sparsely popu¬ 
lated island. Since they were 
"discovered " by divers a few 
years ago. those reefs have 
offered some of the most 
varied and colourful under¬ 
water scenery in the world. 

But that, like so much here 
on Philippines’ rugged fast 


While others stay in bed 
fate on Saturday morning, 
Helmut H. runs round the city 
centre buying the week's 
groceries: food, drink and 
household items. 

He isn't single, but his wife 
is barred from shopping in 
department stores, super¬ 
markets. boutiques and even 
at the greengrocer's next 
door. 

EmmiH. is a kleptomaniac. 
On her way round the glamor¬ 
ous temples of consumerism 
she “helped herself” for 
years. 

She was unable to resist 
the temptation to shoplift a 
lipstick here, a teeshirt there, 
and a toothbrush in the shop 
nekt door. 

Gradually the wardrobe in 
their bedroom was full to 
overflowing with enough 
goods to stock a comer shop. 

Mrs. H. was caught, prose¬ 
cuted, sentenced and ban¬ 
ned from setting foot in shops 
where she had been caught 
shoplifting. But she couldn't 
resist the thrill of "trying her 
luck." 

Shoplifting is an everyday 
occurrence. Nearly 350,000 
cases were registered in 
1968. No-one knows how 
many involve kleptomaniacs. 

Hanover psychologist 
Adeiheid Kuhne says court 
cases occasionally reveal 
that offenders aren’t just 
thieves with an eye for the 
main chance but pathological 
cases who can’t help them¬ 
selves. 

Kleptomaniacs are 
shamed into silence and 
scared of punishment; they 
seldom own up to their condi¬ 
tion. 

Just occasionally, when the 


frontier, is changing fast. 

Palawan’s extensive coral 
reefs, still pristine by the stan¬ 
dards of the rest of the Philip¬ 
pines. are in trouble. Rapid 
gronlh, poverty, corruption 
and simple ignorance have 
cnspired against a fragile liv¬ 
ing environment that takes 
years to build and seconds to 
destroy. 

Throughout the Philippines, 
and throughout the tropical 
oceans of the world, corals 
are disappearing at an alarm¬ 
ing rate. Commercial fishing 
with explosives or cyanide — 
vvor with a barbaric method 
called "muro-ami" — cause 
the most dramatic damage. 
Mine tailings and industrial 
pollution pose serious prob¬ 
lems in many coastal areas 
as well[ and siltation from 
poorly planned logging and 
agriculture can have a lasting 
and devastating effect. 

So far; scuba divers have 
been the most vocal oppo¬ 
nents of the destruction of the 
Philippine reefs. Songco. for 
example, has become active 
in a local environmental 
group and has begun to 
document the damage he 
sees on his dives. Other di¬ 
vers have banded together to . 
try to persuade (he govern- 


pressure and the agony are 
too much, when members of 
the family explode, when a 
court case is in the offing, 
some may decide to visit a 
therapist. 

Where taboos are rife, so is 
speculation. Women, the yet- 
fow press regularly suggests, 
are more often guilty of "help¬ 
ing themselves" than men. 

Journalists' fantasies ex¬ 
tend to orgiastic pleasure 
shoplifters allegedly feel 
when they get away with it. 

Dr. Kuhne. in contrast, says 
kleptomaniacs are no less 
often men than women. As for 
orgiastic sensations, 
academic proof if not avail¬ 
able. 

But. she adds: "The fairy 
tale of women shoplifters 
goes so well with visions of 
women addicted to luxury ." 

Kleptomania has nothing to 
do with a yearning for luxury, 
however. Kleptomaniacs 
don't, as a matter of principle, 
steal goods for purposes of 
enrichment. Psychologists 
and psychiatrists are agreed 
on this point. 

They have been at logger¬ 
heads for years on another 
fundamental issue. Is klepto¬ 
mania an addiction or isn't it? 

Herbert Ziegler of the 
Addiction Research Centre in 
Hamm. Westphalia, outlines 
the viewpoints as follows: 
"While psychologists for the 
most part pigeonhole klepto¬ 
mania as an addiction and. 
as such, as a separate and 
distinct illness in its own right, 
psychiatrists tend to regard 
addictions lacking in a narco¬ 
tic, ’ such as keiptcmanis, as 
symptoms of j depression or 
neurosis.” 

This may sound like a 


ment to designate prime di¬ 
ving spots as marine parks. 

But the crisis on the reefs is 
not just a divers' problem. 
Delicate reef ecosystems 
provide food and livelihood 
for millions of marginal fisher¬ 
men and their families. Re¬ 
searchers at the University of 
the Philippines estimate that 
coral reefs provide as much 
as 25 per cent of the total 
catch of fish eaten in this 
island country. But if trends 
continue, there is no way that 
that level can be sustained. 
Scientists say that about 70 
per cent of the country's reefs 
are at best in "poor to fair" 
condition and that as many 
as 40 per cent can be consi¬ 
dered destroyed. 

"The biggest problem is 
simply population growth." 
says Bill Staub, an Asian De¬ 
velopment Bank official who 
has been active in the fight to 
save Palawan’s Tubbataha 
Reef. Staub has watched 
Tubbataha — a remote pre¬ 
serve of 33,500 hectares (ab¬ 
out 03,000 acres) with as 
much biological diversity as 
Australia's Great Barrier 
Reed — fall prey to an 
onslaught on "invaders" from 
islands whose reefs have 
already been ravaged. 

Many of those invaders are 
poor fishermen looking for 
better catches, but some of 
the most threatening are 
large commercial enter¬ 
prises. And although a good 
number are from Hong Kong, 
Taiwan and Japan, most are 
from the Philippines. In recent 
months a well-financed Filipi¬ 
no seaweed-farming com¬ 
pany has taken advantage oi 
the government’s fax enforce¬ 
ment efforts and has set up 
illegal operations on a parti¬ 
cularly sensitive section of 
Tubbataha Reef. 

“It’s a shame. " laments Ro¬ 
land Rodriguez, a Palawan 
native and director of the 
island's environmentaf plan¬ 
ning office. Rodriguez points 
out that migrants from other 
parts of the country are put¬ 
ting a strain on all of Pala¬ 
wan's resources and marine 
resources are no exception. 

Like many of the slash-and- 


mmor matter of definition, but 
in therapy it has far-reaching 
consequences. 

Psychologists see absti¬ 
nence. that is refraining from 
addictive behaviour, in this 
case theft, as the main aim of 
therapy. 

Psychiatrists in contrast 
aim mainly at curing the state 
of mind they diagnose as 
being off balance. 

Frankfurt psychologist 
Werner Gross, in his recent 
book Sucht Ohne Drogen 
(Addiction Without Drugs), 
classifies kleptomania along¬ 
side compulsive gambling, 
workaholism and bulimia as a 
substance-related addiction. 

He sees this category as 
corresponding to alcohol, 
pill-popping and narcotics. It 
is not just that they, like the 
more conventional addicts, 
are increasingly preoccupied 
with their addiction. 

Like conventional addicts, 
they are no longer in a posi¬ 
tion to control their behaviour 
in a risk situation and need to 
increase the frequency and 
dosage of what they get their 
kicks from. 

When it isn't available they 
complain of physical with¬ 
drawal symptoms such as 
pafpitations, fits of dizziness 
and trouble with their vision. 

Gross feels addicts in both 
categories have the same 
objectives: Both to bring ab¬ 
out a direct change in their 
consciousness and to 
escape from themselves and 
from what seem to be con¬ 
flicts that defy solution. 

Iver Hand, head of the be¬ 
havioural therapy unit at 
Eppendorf University Hospit¬ 
al, Hamburg, agrees with 
Gross on me latter criterion. 

On a(l other points the 
Hamburg psychiatrist, who 
since last September has, 
together with psychologist 
Gisela Sauke. been engaged 


burn farmers who have 
ruined the island’s upland 
forests, most of the people 
fishing in Palawan's waters 
have come from the over¬ 
crowded Visayas islands of 
the central Philippines. 'They 
have destroyed the coral 
reefs in their own places,’’ 
Rodriguez says, “and ncrw 
they're coming here ." The re- 
sutls have been disastrous. 
On Tubbataha Reef, 150 
kilometres out to sea, fisher¬ 
men report a catch that is one 
third of what it was six years 
ago. 

Staub notes that poor 
fishermen throughout the 
country are beginning to rec¬ 
ognise the need to preserve 
their fishing grounds, and in 
some areas they have begun 
to organise patrols to monitor 
destructive and illegal 
fishing. But although Palawan 
fishermen claim that it is 
mostly outsiders who cause 
the damage, they admit that it 
is difficult to resist using en¬ 
vironmentally destructive 
methods or to stand up to 
others who do so. 

"In a lot of communities, 
people look at dynamite 
fishing the same way that 
urbanites look at jaywalking, “ 
Staub explains. “It’s the sort 
of situation where if you play 
by the rules you lose, be¬ 
cause so many people aren't 
playing by the rules." 

Of all the fishing methods 
that destroy reefs, "muro- 
ami’is the most deadly. The 
technique was brought to the 
Philippines by Japanese 


in the first research project on 
kleptomania ever undertaken 
in the Federal Republic, dis¬ 
agrees with him. 

To equate substance-unre¬ 
lated states of dependence, 
such as kleptomania or buli¬ 
mia, with the state of an alco¬ 
holic or a drug addict is, 
Hand says, to go in for a 
deliberate misnomer. 

Gross and the "addiction 
aficionados ” in his view make 
light of the fact that "subst¬ 
ance-related addiction can 
lead to physical, organic, to 
brain changes that impair the 
patient's ability to cope intel¬ 
lectually and emotionally with 
environmental influences, in¬ 
cluding therapeutic treat¬ 
ment. and eventually make 
them unresponsive to 
therapy." 

Hand thus prefers to refer 
to "non-substance related 
dependences " or to "patho¬ 
logical or compulsive theft." 

Both are forms of depend¬ 
ence in which the intellectual 
and emotional ability to hand¬ 
le and respond to situations is 
retained. It may be mentally 
blocked but can be remobif- 
ised by psychotherapy. 

Addiction as a diagnosis 
invariably involves the stigma 
of what is usualfy a life-long, 
incurable complaint. Patients 
inevitably come to feel they 
are suffering from what, for 
the most part, is a complaint 
that is biological in origin and 
can only be suppressed by 
means of total abstinence. 

Strict abstinence, as re¬ 
quired by classic addiction 
therapy along Alcoholics 
Anonymous fines, according¬ 
ly plays no part in the short-, 
term outpatient behavioural 
therapy kleptomaniacs 
undergo it Eppendorf Uni¬ 
versity Hospital. 

Hand and his staff devised 
their therapy in work with 
compulsive gamblers. They 


fishermen around World war 
II and has recently grown 
more popular. In large muro- 
ami operations, hundreds of 
young men and boys sur¬ 
round a boat, carrying long 
"scare lines" or ropes with 
weights attached. The boys 
swim along with the boat, 
banging the weights on the 
ocean floor and driving fish 
into large nets. It is extremely 
dangerous for the boys, who 
are sometimes required to 
dive without air tanks to 
depths as great as 30 metres, 
and the weights do 
tremendous damage to the 
corals. 

But in the Philippines muro- 
ami is big business, and big 
business is politics. Despite a 
temporary ban on the prac¬ 
tice, it has been widely re¬ 
ported that at least one in¬ 
fluential politician with a 
financial interest in muro-ami 
fisheries has subverted law- 
enforcement efforts. 

Even for the casual snor¬ 
kel-diver, it's not difficult to 
locate the effects of pollution, 
siltation, explosives, poisons 
and muro-ami. Although the 
surface of the water may be 
calm, many places on the 
floor of Puerto Princesa Bay 
look like minefields. Here and 
there a stunning clump of 
coloured coral will raise out of 
a wasteland of pale, broken 
coral branches. Where blast¬ 
ing has occurred, it is easy to 
see where the charge was 
dropped, and where there 
has been runoff from nearby 
hills, suffocated corals are 


spent 10 years studying over 
150 compulsive gamblers in 
three research projects. 

Their case studies were of 
people who fed their bottom 
dollar to fruit machines or to 
blue it in at the casino—and 
usually ran up heavy debts 
too. 

Long-term research 
showed the behaviour of 
pathological gamblers to be 
based on mental imbalance. 

Hand and his associates 
are convinced that this pat¬ 
tern of active conflict sup¬ 
pression can be applied in 
equal measure to compulsive 
thieves or eaters. They all use 
their behaviour as a cover-up 
for states of depression or 
neurosis. 

Their complaint also en¬ 
ables them to maintain the 
circumstances that led to 
their depression or neurosis 
in the first place. 

The patient is thus seen as 
being kept by his complaint 
in the environment which trig¬ 
gered his complaint in the 
first place. 

Kleptomaniacs themselves 
admit to feeling a sense of 
mental relief during the act of 
theft, to forgetting themselves 
and their everyday problems 
and conflicts. 

For a brief moment the in¬ 
ner tension that otherwise 
hems them in is relieved. But 
as this state of relief only lasts 
a few days (it can be only a 
matter of hours) they soon 
feel compelled to do It again. 

Iver Hand and Gisela 
Sauke accordingly feel the 
foremost objective of their 
therapy must be to decipher 
the covert conflicts that trig¬ 
ger behaviour patterns of this 
kind and. jointly with the pa¬ 
tient. to process them. 

Not until the kleptomaniac 
has teamt to see his symptom 
as a signal of an abortive or 
misspent lifestyle is he feit to 


easily seen. 

Yet Palawan’s reefs are, by 
all accounts, in better condi¬ 
tion than those almost every¬ 
where else in this country of 
about 7,000 islands. 

Dr. Porfirio Alino, a marine 
biologist at the College of 
Fisheries, reports that he 
routinely hears blasting dur¬ 
ing his research dives in the 
northern Philippines — as 
many as six explosions per 
hour. Alino has also studied 
the effects of mine tailings on 
corals. Off Cebu Island, Atlas 
Mining, a copper-mining 
company, dumps 110,000 
tonnes of waste material per 
day which ends up covering 
corals and destroying the 
reefs without any hope of 
recovery. 

Songco has been directly 
affected by the destruction. 
He moved to Palawan seven 
years ago. after the diving 
spots that he had frequented 
in the northern Philippines 
had been destroyed by dyna¬ 
mite fishing. They were 
favourite destinations for in¬ 
ternational divers. 

He knows that fishing is 
more important to the country 
than scuba diving, but he, 
like other environmentalists, 
thinks that it is possible to live 
with the sea in a way that 
makes sense in the long term. 
"I'm not saying don’t touch 
it." he says, looking out over 
the turquoise waters of Puerto 
Princesa Bay. "I'm saying, 
think about it, care for it, and 
use it right' — World News 
Link. 


be in a position to break out 
of the vicious circle of his 
dependence. 

The therapists main con¬ 
cern is thus not with the 
symptom but with its causes, 
such as partnership conflicts, 
childhood traumas the pa¬ 
tient has been unable to 
handle, upsets in the pa¬ 
tient’s self-valuation. 

In practice short-term out¬ 
patient behavioural therapy is 
not much different from most 
courses of conversational 
therapy. 

The aim is to enable pa¬ 
tients to understand the 
background and function of 
■ their kleptomania by means 
. of individual, family and 
marital or partner coun¬ 
selling. 

In a further stage patients 
are to leam how to arrive at 
decisions of their own on their 
problematic behaviour. 

If they decide to go sho¬ 
plifting, then let them do so 
knowingly and fuUy aware of 
what the consequences may 
be. 

Responsibility, not absti¬ 
nence, is the keyword. 

This is the point on which 
the "addiction aficionados'' 
and the "anti-addiction afi¬ 
cionados " most strongly dif¬ 
fer. Psychologists such as 
Werner Gross do not, of \ 
course, deny that a suppres¬ 
sed conflict or an underde¬ 
veloped sense of one's 
worth lies at the bottom of 
pathological theft, compul¬ 
sive gambling and gluttony. 

But their therapeutic 
approach clearly concen¬ 
trates. in the classical man¬ 
ner. on abstinence and on 
giving up theft or gambling. 

Only once the patient is 
abstinent, Gross says, can he 
establish the necessary inner 
detachment from his addic¬ 
tive behaviour and take over 
control of his own life. 


By Catherine Arnst 

Reuter 

NEW ORLEANS — The 
world's warmest decade of 
the century has just ended 
and weather patterns around 
the globe seem to be dis¬ 
torted. 

Alaska is getting warmer 
and the North Pacific is get¬ 
ting colder. 

But scientists cannot say 
for certain whether recent cli¬ 
mate changes are caused by 
the follies of man or the 
whims of nature. 

A lack of computing power, 
data and understanding of 
the physical world is making 
it impossible for scientists to 
predict either global or re¬ 
gional climate changes on a 
long-term basis, or determine 
the cause of those changes. 

The scientific community is 
virtually united on the hypoth¬ 
esis that the burning of fossil 
fuels releases so-called 
"greenhouse" gases, particu¬ 
larly carbon dioxide (C02), 
that trap heat near the Earth’s 
surface and thus cause 
temperatures to rise. 

"One of the phenomena we 
understand best is the green¬ 
house effect," said Michael 
Schlesinger, professor of 
Atmospheric Sciences at the 
University of Illinois. "We may 
not understand an enhanced 
greenhouse effect... but I am 
absolutely certain that 
temperatures will rise." 

But scientists cannot say 
whether the greenhouse 
effect is already in place and. 
if it is, what effect it is having 
on the world's weather. 

"Climate has always 
changed since the Earth has 
formed and climate will con¬ 
tinue to change, regardless 
of the greenhouse gases," 
said David Aubrey, a scientist 
at Woods Hole Oceanog¬ 
raphic Institution in Mas¬ 
sachusetts. 

Thus, there is little unanimi¬ 
ty about the cause of recent 
seemingly unusual weather 
patterns. For. while most of 
the world has been steadily 
growing warmer since foe 
end of World War It, the war¬ 
mest decade in the United 
States was the 1930s — be¬ 
fore the massive industrialisa¬ 
tion of foe country. 

And. while the largest re¬ 
cent global warming trend 
has been in Alaska, the 
neighbouring North Pacific 
Ocean has got colder. 

There are five established 
computer models of global 
weather patterns and each of 
them, using the same set of 
data, comes up with a diffe¬ 
rent scenario for foe next 50 
years. 

"The trouble is there are 
fundamental flaws in each of 
fiw models," said Roger Re- 
velle, director of the program¬ 
me in science, technology 
and public affairs at the Uni¬ 
versity of California at San 
Diego. 

"We don't really under¬ 
stand the way oceans, clouds 
and several other things in¬ 
teract to make weather in a 
particular effect," he said. 
"Even if we increased ex¬ 
isting computer power by a 
hundred-fold, we would still 
have problems because we 
just don't understand the 
physics of climate ." 

This uncertainty is not un¬ 
common in many scientific 
fields but in foe area of cli¬ 
mate it gives government 
policy makers a reason to 
delay action on reducing 
C02 emissions. 

U.S. President George 
Bush's only concrete action 
in this area, for example, has 
been to call for more re¬ 
search. He told an interna¬ 
tional conference on climate 
change this month that scien¬ 
tific knowledge must be im¬ 
proved before policies can 
be put in place. 

"Some may be tempted to 
exploit legitimate concerns 
for political positioning. Our 
responsibility is to maintain 
the quality of our approach, 
our commitment to sound sci¬ 
ence and an open mind to 
policy options," Bush said . 

However, scientists at the 
recent American Association 
for the Advancement of Sci¬ 


ence conference in New 
Orleans said it will take a 
minimum of 10 years before 
computer modelling will even 
begin to accurately predict 
climate change. 

In the meantime, they say. 
C02 emissions will continue 
to rise, making the green¬ 
house effect harder to re- 
verse. 

‘By the time foe climatic 
response (to greenhouse 
gases) is obvious, it may be 
impossible to reverse global 
warming," said Kevin Tren- 
berth of the National Centre 
for Atmospheric Research in 
Boulder, Colorado. 

Most scientists do agree 
that the Earth has warmed up 
by about 0.6 degrees centig¬ 
rade the past 100 years — a 
significant change consider¬ 
ing that global temperatures 
have risen a total of only five 
degrees C since the end of 
foe tee Age 16,000 years 
ago. 

It is also widely agreed that 
there has been a 25 per cent 
increase in foe amount of 
C02 in the atmosphere since 
the mid-1800s. thanks to in¬ 
dustrialisation. 

And most models show 
that, if C02 emissions in¬ 
crease by one per cent a 
year, a conservative esti¬ 
mate, the volume of the gas in. 
the Earth's atmosphere will 
have doubled in the next 40 
to 60 years. 

There is less agreement on 
what happens next. Although 
the Earth is expected to get 
warmer, temperature predic¬ 
tions range from an increase 
of fess than one degree C to 
as high as five degrees C. 

The different climate mod¬ 
els all show some disruption 
to weather systems at any 
temperature increase of more 
than one degree C. 

According to these mod- 
efs;*s&a levels would be likely 
to rise, causing coastal flood¬ 
ing. Also, there would be 
more precipitation in some 
areas and severe droughts in 
others. 

But no one is sure how 
global warming would affect 
specific regions. As a result, 
some scientists and many 
economists are opposed to 
big, and expensive, changes 
in feel consumption. 

"There is little certainty ab¬ 
out the extent of mean global 
warming." said Lester Lave, 
economics professor at Car- 
negie-Mefion University. "In 
contrast, the cost of abating 
the emissions of greenhouse 
gases is certain." 

Lave argues that policy¬ 
makers must weigh the cer¬ 
tain costs of abatement 
against uncertain scenarios 
"that range from the trivial to 
the catastrophic." 

Looking at the issue from 
an economic perspective. 
Lave said, nations may be 
able to adapt to some global 
warming. 

Other scientists, however, 
see imminent disruption, par¬ 
ticularly in the developing 
world, from any further 
warming. 

"There is every reason to 
believe that there vould not 
be a smooth adjuttment in 
the economy in the face of 
global warming because of 
the underlying chaotic nature 
of climate," said Daniel 
Lashof, an environmental sci¬ 
entist with foe Washington- 
based Natural Resources De¬ 
fence Council. 

Lashof noted that rice is 
particularly sensitive to mi¬ 
nute changes in temperature 
and temperatures in Asia are 
already at the upper limits of 
the crop's tolerance range. 

, Consequently, most scien¬ 
tists argue that despite the 
uncertainly inherent in cli¬ 
mate prediction models poli¬ 
cies should be put in place ' 
now that would avert any 

potential catastrophe. 

"This is a game of uncer¬ 
tainty. The whole climate 
change issue must be dealt 
with in terms of uncertainty, 0 
said Stephen Schneider of 
foe National Centre for 
Atmospheric Research. "Our 
job is to make it dear how 
muefo more uncertainty there 
is in doing nothing." 



A coral reef Sis&ine? assay 
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Psychiatrists probe inner reaches of kleptomaniac’s mind 

—■—-* ■ Jl - A J.- V.TB1M V t rra j /i l Mo ■ - >■"= " -w , 

There is still disagreement on whether the compulsion to 
steaf, kleptomania , is an addiction or something eke. 

Investigations are continuing. Borica Wesckmann mote 
this story for Die Zeit. 
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cocfle-fit rig3 of about200 people— 
fw^e of them wearing colourful 
: fgjgsaam dmtea and bokfing 
amfc. The-otherwise akat protest 
ms maned only by a short spell of 
boofeg winch some people said was 
gpjriaaf by * comment fry one of the 
xnatort that “Jennadem is Israeli and 
f. js auted" apparently in reply to the 
' banners winch proclaimed "Jern- 
■ mfcm is holy to Muslims, Christians 
•-aid Jews.” 

It wixnot i mm e diatel y dear which 
of the senators made the remark. 
* According to tevendmcxnbers of die 


j nj yn, a former member of pariiaxncnt, 
■.the comment came from Howard 
y £j xeftbaum,aDanocrafrom Ohio 
and astannch supporter of Israel. Haj 

Zaki M GW, a member of Jeru- 

:■ jaiem MnnidpaHty, said it could have 
bees WbtKSbanm but he could not 
. be sere- There was no independent 

confirmation of the incident. No 

' American" official could be ud> 
c sedately readied for comment. 

Among the slogans painted on ban- 
‘ nets hoirted outside by the protest 
M t mp , which included many cbSdren 
wetumg the Palestinian chequered 

■ hnurirftTth. were: “Acknowledgement 
. of Jerusalem as capital of Israel 

equals declaration of war"; “Haying 
with Jerusalem is playing with fire”; 
“Bush courageous. Senate out- 
rageoas;" “U.S. Senate resolution 
' violates U.S. con sti t u tion"; “Be free 
of the T««fi lobby;” and “Israeli 
: lobby dictates, American people 

■ pay" 

An occasional Palestinian national¬ 
ly slogan was beard, bm the chanters 

' were immediately silenced by the 
who masted on keeping 
to the traditions of a “silent, peaceful 
. protest. 

Inside the.hotel lobby, the senators 

■ hdd a brief meeting with six repre¬ 
sentatives of the protest group, orga- 

. niwid by die American-Arab Anrti- 
Dwcrmrination Committee (ADC) 
Jordan Chapter. 

Among those expressin g the Arab 
rejection of the Senate resolution on 
‘ Jerusalem was former minister 
Harem Nosetbeh, former Jerusalem 
Deputy Foad Farraj and ADC Am¬ 
man Chapter President NkLal Sukh¬ 
um in addition to Ghul. 

In iqjly to pointed remarks that the 
' 115. Senate resolution was totally 
unacceptable in tenns of international 
legitimacy and that it contravenes 
Wgdu&g official American poli¬ 
cy 00 the status of the Holy City, 

. Dole would only point out that the 
i wnMinn was "noo-binding” on the 


A two-page memorandum, which 
described the resolution as confirm¬ 
ing the American Senate’s “discri- 
mtnnomi against Arabs” and enflam- 
iagthe H aeotimeatsofboth Christians 
and H^n 1 ^*** 1, who also rightly believe 


Jerusalem to be their holy rity as 
wen,” was accepted by the senators. 
Ahe memorandum a lso pointed oat. 
timt the resolution constituted a 
"grave injustice” and urged the Sen¬ 
ate to “rescind... its politically moti¬ 
vated resolution.” 

Wie n it was requested of Dole that 
* a^jy of the memo be conveyed to 
President George Bush. Dole threw 
off an over-the-shoulder reply: “He 
doesn't need a copy.” It was not dear, 

what die Senate minority leader 
meant by Us remark. j 

Outside the lobby, meanwhile, the 
reported comment by one of the 
senators that Jerusalem was Israeli 
end what some saw as the “cold- 
shoulder attitude of the senators" 
appeared to have kicked up a con¬ 
troversy and threatened to undermine 
the otherwise “diplomatic atmos -1 
phere." 

“We have been taught to believe I 
that America stood for fafr i mw and 
democracy,” said GhuL “What we 
saw and heard here today proves t ha t 
it is not so. The senators obviously 
came here with the preconceived iAa 
that Jerusalem is the capital of Israel 
as the gentleman said at the e n t rance 
So, I really do not know why they 
bothered to come." 

The Senate delegation's current 
Middle East swing, which has already 
taken them to Syria and Egypt and 
will include Iraq and Israel, is de- 
sribed as a fact- finding mission. 

In ins curt, brief evrtmng.- with the 
representatives of the protest group, 
Dole said the American and Jorda¬ 
nian governments had “very strong 
relations.” He reaffirmed th at the 
appeal of the group was “the *am» 
that we heard from the King” in the 
meeting earlier in the evening. **We 
are hoping for peace in the region,” 
he said. 

Representatives of the ADC, the 
Human Rights Group, the Jerusalem 
Forum, The Jerusalem Philanthropic 
Society, Basrira, the American Uni¬ 
versity of Beirut graduates miH the 
Association of Jordanian Writers 
took part in Wednesday’s protest 
action. 

The senators flew in from Egypt 
and were to fly to Ba ghdad early 
Thursday. 

Also on the delegation are senators 
Alan Shnpmn of Wyo ming , James 
McClure of Idaho, Frank Morkowiki 
of Alaska and Charles Grassley of 
Iowa, all Republicans. 

Asked about the trip to Iraq, Dole 
told reporters on arrival: “We're 
going to listen to President (Saddam) 
Hussein, but we are also going to 
express real concerns we have in the 
United States.” 

Relations between the two coun¬ 
tries have been strained by U.S. 
allegations Iraq tried to smuggle nuc¬ 
lear triggering devices, by Hussein 
warning he would “burn half of 
Israel” if attacked and by the U.S. 
expulsion of an Iraqi diplomat. 


Substitute taws drafted 


(Confirmed frontpage X) 

level, are under way with 
Syria" to release Jorda ni an de- 
tamees from Syrian prisons. In 

* January, the lower House sent 
an appeal to Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad calling for the 
release of Jordanian prisoners, 
some of whom have been held 

r since 1970. 

Accenting to Karak Deputy 
IssaMdanat, at least five of the 
detainees were senior leaders 
of the Batinst and Syrian Saiqa 

• parties, and were imprisoned 
by the Damascus government 
in 1971 

The five, according to other 
sources, are Hakem Ad Fayez, 
Thafi Musa Al Jamani, Mujalli 
Nasraween, Hmbmh Al Khatib 
aid Yousef Jnma Al Barji. No 
exact dates of their imprison¬ 
ment are available but aO were 


said to have baulked at sup¬ 
porting Assad when he 
assumed power in 1971. 

Mohammad Ibrahim Ahmad 
Rabaa is another Jordanian 
held in a Syrian jail since 1987, 
according to Irbid Deputy 
Mohammad Al Alawneh. 

Answering another ques¬ 
tion, Masa’adeh said Wednes¬ 
day be (fid not know whether 
any Jordanian “political pris¬ 
oner” was held in Iraq. 

He also said he had no in¬ 
formation that some “agents” 
of the Israeli secret service 
Mossad were held in Jordan. 
Some externa] reports have 
said that several people were 
detained in Jordan on suspi¬ 
cion that they were Mossad 
agents and that the Jordan Bar 
Association had turned down 
approaches to defend them in 


IMF said seeking cuts 


# (Continued from page 1) 

. .Lo st week’s five days of talks 
the IMF cleared the way for 
^scheduling $640 milli on in fbne- 
] S n debt instalments doe in 1991 
to foreign governments. Jardaneb 
- said the agreement reached with 
tile IMF would help Jordan to 
“reschedule the largest posable 
portion of $450 million in interest 
(tie on foreign loans in 1991.” 

The fiwanivt minister said the 
neg o tia tions “facilitated the pro¬ 


cess of securing Jordan $325 nril- 
lkm in fresh loans from the World 
Bank, Japan and West Ger¬ 
many.” 

A statement issued by the 
Ministry of Finance last Thursday 
sa id the agreement covered the 
remaining portion of a $44 mil¬ 
lion IMF standby credit, a $150 
million loan from the World 
Bank, a simil ar amount from the 
Japanese government, and $25 
million from West Germany. 


Peres gets 15 days 


from page 1) 

After a tnrnnltnous debate in 
^tich Jewish and Arab members 
“Sded abase, with hapless Speak- 

^ D ov Shflansky incapable of 
oamtaming order, parliament 
' ■Spurned. It is not doe to meet 
ttfa Dual the regular summer 
®wk» opens May 7. 

' "Today's production was a (fis- 
: pace to the Knesset. Democracy 
tinned into a kind of farce,” 
. -fluid caucus leader Sarah Doron 
-**d on farad Radio. 

Labour opened Israel’s latest 
ctitka] crisis hwt month by walk- 
% put of a 15-month-oW nation- 
1 unity government with Likud 
'«r Shamir's yK*mg of Peres 
rtf his refusal to accept U.S. 
TOpoaah for fareeh-Palestznian 
'-Ace taflne in Cairo. 

* Parliament passed on -UBprC" 
: tdested no-confidence modem 
v Shamir’s, rump cabinet on 
j*rcb is and Herzog asked 


Peres five days later to form a 
government. 

The Labour leader informed the 
president last week he had a 
majority after embittered former 
Likud Minister Avraham Sharir 
crossed the floor to Labour. 

f jkiid meanwhile worked to, 
persuade the New York-based 
Lubavitch religious sect to in¬ 
struct its followers in Agodat 
Israel not to support Peres. 

The religions Shas party, 
whose five abstentions brought 
down Shamir, proposed Wednes¬ 
day that a new national unity 
coalition be formed in which die 
premiership would rotate be¬ 
tween Labour and Likud. 

Both Shamir and Rabin re¬ 
fused comment after the session. 

Likud parliamentarian 
Binyamin Begin, son of former 
prime minister Menacbem Begin, 
accused Feres of dragging parlia¬ 
ment and Israel's political system 
into disrepute. 



Educated Soviet 
immigrants face 
tough task finding 
a job in Israel 


LaDa Imeish (standing, second from left) was among 12 Canadian women who were last year’s top Women on the Move, chosen 
from among 200 nominees. 

Jordanian immigrant honoured in Canada 


By Miriam Jordan 
Reuter 

TEL AVIV — Yuri Melman 
was a mathematics professor 
before he left Leningrad for a 
new life in Israel. Now he 
drives a taxi. 

Soviet Jewish immigrants 
pouring in daily are eager, 
hard-working and educated. 
But with unemployment at a 
two-decade high, job-hunting is 
a daunting experience. 

In the struggle for survival, 
the only alternative may be to 
abandon one’s credentials. 

Some 50 highly educated 
Soviet Jews are packing fruit in 
boxes for export in the town of 
Rehovot. Another 60 are work¬ 
ing in a textile factory near the 
city of Ashdod. 

"In Kiiyat Yam, Soviet doc¬ 
tors are sweeping the streets,” 
said David Menna, director- 
general of Israel’s employment 
service. 

At the canteen of the Jewish 
Agency, a quasi state body 
which promotes immigration, 
one of the tea ladies was a 


Arab World, Israeli leaders en¬ 
thusiastically welcome the new¬ 
comers, saying they will enrich 
the country with their culture 
and skills and inject life into the 
stagnant economy. 

“This aliya (immigration) is 
like a blessing from heaven. It 
is the fulfilment of the biblical 
prophecy ... they are a good 
element — motivated, patrio¬ 
tic, constructive and produc¬ 
tive," Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir said recently. 

The need to build 30,000 
homes for the immigrants fuel¬ 
led heated debate when legisla¬ 
tors voted on a new budget for 
the fiscal year starting April 1. 
Parliament added a last-minute 
$100 million allocation for 
housing. 

But some officials said the 
government should have wor¬ 
ried about employment first. 

“It’s a real problem ... the 
priority should be employment 
then housing,” Menna said. 

Rafi Melnik, head of the 
central bank's research depart¬ 
ment, said the biggest challenge 
was to harness the immigrants’ 


JLafla hnefsb, a Canadian of 
Jordanian origin, bas been 
named in Toronto as one of 
twelve Women on the Move for 
her role in advancing the cause 
of women in Canada and espe¬ 
cially the cause of new immig¬ 
rants. 

Laila Imeish knows about im¬ 
migrants. She was an immig¬ 
rant child when her family left 
Jordan and moved to Spain. 
Then, as an immigrant teen, 
Imeish came here (Canada) in 71, 
got herself through university, 
then settled back into the im¬ 
migrant community where 


she’s spread her wings for the 
past 10 years. 

As co-ordinator for the Im¬ 
migrant Women's Job Place¬ 
ment Centre, Imeish has met 
women from countries as diffe¬ 
rent as Afghanistan and 
Yugoslavia and 70 countries in 
■between. She’s met rich and 
poor, educated and not, those 
who speak their own tongue 
and those whose languages in¬ 
clude almost everything but 
En glish . 

To each of them she pats 
two questions: What can yon 
do to earn money, today? 


What can yon do for the rest of 
your life? Helping immigrant 
women out of the job ghetto is 
neither pretty nor high profile: 
It’s convincing an employer to 
give an immigrant a job, build¬ 
ing a network for Portuguese 
cleaning ladies, teaching im¬ 
migrants Canadian office eti¬ 
quette, and urging them to 
upgrade their English skills. 

In seeing many women im¬ 
migrant architects cleaning the 
buildings they bad been build¬ 
ing back home, she got the 
idea to implement a Computer 
Aided Design Drafting Prog¬ 


ramme at George Brown Col¬ 
lege. It helps immigrants with a 
design background to translate 
the skills they learned in their 
own countries — 90% of those 
who’ve gone through it are 
working today. 

Often, it’s one-to-one sup¬ 
port she offers. A Russian 
woman, with PhD in library 
science was on welfare here 
when she met Imeish. Over 
time, Imeish helped the 
woman upgrade her degree, 
get into university and even¬ 
tually get a job with one of the 
province’s largest libraries. 


Israel’s 8.9 per cent unemployment rate is the 
highest since the 10 per cent registered just before 
the 1967 war and the economy is stagnant. The rate 
was 6.4 per cent in 1988. 


Poindexter: Key in Reagan’s greatest scandal 

WASHINGTON (R) — Former 
White House aide John Poindex¬ 
ter took his guilty verdict in the 
Iran-contra scandal like the gruff 
navy jnan. he was — stoic and on. 
his feet as he faced a federal jury. 

Poindexter, a pipe-smoking re¬ 
tired admiral who had served as 
national security adviser, was 
convicted Saturday of all five 
felony charges against him stem¬ 
ming from the arms-for-bostages 
deal — the worst scandal of the 
Reagan administration. 

Poindexter will be sentenced 
on June 11 and faces up to $1.25 
million in fines and up to 25 years 
in prison. He is the highest-rank¬ 
ing Reagan administration offi¬ 
cial convicted of a felony in the 
case. Ronald Reagan John Poind ex te r diver North 

Hie conviction marks a down¬ 
ward slide for a hard-charging responsibility for the affair — also accused him of misleading Law©, 
officer known as one of Washing- confirming Reagan's claim be other officials about die secret Hie admiral served a« 
ton’s iciest customers. knew nothing about it. Iran policy. to the secretary of the 

Poindexter. 53, moved np in “On this whole issue, you While in the White House fore joning the White He 

national security council ranks to know, the buck stops here with- Poindexter was known for aggres- in 1983. 

succeed Robert McFarlane as me,” be said. Poindexter re- sive global policy. He graduated first in 

director on Dec. 4, 1985. turned to his office after the In 1986, he was identified as from the U.S. Naval Ac 

The Washington, Indiana, na- stunning admission and had the author of a plan to mount a 1958 and also commar 

rive was ousted 11 months later breakfast at his desk as usual. “disinformation" campaign de- brigade of midshipmen, 

following the disclosure that After his resignation, be was signed to help topple Libya's lent to being chosen as 

profits from the arms passed over for permanent Muammar Qadhafi. cadet—a rare double du 

operation were diverted to U.S.- appointment to the vice admiral’s Poindexter also was credited He did most of his s 
backed Nicaraguan contra rebels, rank he had held in the White with masterminding the October aboard destroyers. 

Poindexter helped secure bis House, and be slid back to rear 1983 interception of an Egyptian Poindexter's wife, Lin 

steely reputation in 1987, when admiral’s rank. He later retired, jet carrying the escaped hijackers expiscopal priest. They I 

be told a Senate hearing he took A presidential review board of the Italian cruise ship Achille sons. 




John Poind ex te r 

also accused him of misleading 
other officials about the secret 
Iran policy. 

While in the White House 
Poindexter was known for aggres¬ 
sive global policy. 

In 1986, he was identified as 
the author of a plan to mount a 
“disinformation" campaign de¬ 
signed to help topple Libya's 
Muammar Qadhafi. 

Poindexter also was credited 
with masterminding the October 
1983 interception of an Egyptian 
jet carrying the escaped hijackers 
of the Italian cruise ship Achille 


Oliver North 

Lauro. 

The admiral served as an aide 
to the secretary of the navy be¬ 
fore joning the White House staff 
in 1983. 

He graduated first in his class 
from the U.S. Naval Academy in 
1958 and also commanded the 
brigade of midshipmen, equiva¬ 
lent to being chosen as the best 
cadet — a rare double distinction. 
He did most of his sea duty 
aboard destroyers. 

Poindexter's wife, Linda, is an 
expiscopal priest. They have five 


doctor in Siberia two months 
ago. 

“Soviet Jews know it's diffi¬ 
cult to find work here because 
of unemployment and the eco¬ 
nomic situation so they agree to 
work at any job we can pro¬ 
vide," Menna told Reuters. 

Israel’s 8.9 per cent unem¬ 
ployment rate is the highest 
since the 10 per cent registered 
just before the 1967 war and the 
economy is stagnant. The rate 
was 6.4 per cent in 1988. 

Unemployment is likely to 
rise farther in the coming 
months, labour ministry offi¬ 
cials said. 

For every job in physics there 
are 61 candidates. Twelve 
biologists qqeue for each 
laboratory opening. There are 
seven doctors and seven elec¬ 
trical engineers for each posi¬ 
tion. Four university professors 
compete for each teaching job. 

Meanwhile planeloads of 
Soviet nuclear physicists, 
biochemists and geophysicists 
arrive in the Jewish state daily. 

Labour Party leader Shimon 
Peres said 7,300 Soviet immig¬ 
rants arrived in March, taking 
the total so far this year to more 
than 18,000. 

Only 10 per cent are unskil¬ 
led, the labour ministry said. 
Sixty per cent have professional 
or technical qualifications. 

But many have very specific 
skills for which there is no 
market in Israel — such as ice 
engineers and fur engineers. 

Officials expect about 
100,000 Soviet immigrants to 
arrive this year. Some 750,000 
are expected in the next five 
years — the biggest wave of 
immigration in 30 years. 

While the exodus has 
alarmed Palestinians and the 


skills to private industry instead 
of further bloting Israel's 
already overmanned public 
sector. 

“There is a big question mark 
over whether the business com¬ 
munity will rise to the chal¬ 
lenge,” he told Reuters. 

The Soviet Jews usually 
spend six months in intensive 
Hebrew language programmes 
before biginning their job hunt. 

Acting Labour Minister Ron- 
ni Milo told a recent cabinet 
meeting that unemployment 
would increase as Soviet Jews 
began to enter the job market 
in the next few months. 

Greater demand for goods 
generated by the influx would 
not necessarily create jobs. 
Manufacturers could produce 
enough for a moderate rise in 
consumption with their current 
labour force. 

But Menna said he Hoped 
Soviet immigrants, if offered 
cash incentives, would accept 
blue-collar jobs often filled by 
Arabs or illegal foreign 
workers. 

About 120,000 Palestinians 
work in Israel and 11,000 fore¬ 
igners work here illegally, he 
said. 

“We need to encourage 
Soviets by giving them a finan¬ 
cial bonus. There aren't enough 
jobs for engineers. If I want 
someone to work in construc¬ 
tion, I must give him a bonus,” 
Menna said. 

But Soviet immigrants said 
they had trouble coming to 
grips with physical work incom¬ 
patible with their educational 
level. 

“It’s a psychological problem 
for us to take (just) any job,” 
said Arkady Fischer, a Moscow 
endocrinologist. 
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Traders blame price drops on OPEC quota violations 


OPEC stays calm as oil 
prices renew their slide 


LONDON (R) — Ofl prices ex¬ 
tended a dramatic fall Wednes¬ 
day in a market laden with sur¬ 
plus OPEC (Organisation of Pet¬ 
roleum Exporting Countries) 
crude but the cartel apparently 
saw no reason for crisis talks yet. 

Loudon futures for the North 
Sea’s brent blend of erode ofl, a 
world benchmark, were 25 cents 
down at to $16.45 per barrel at 
midday. U.S. crude futures lost 
76 cents Tuesday. 

Traders blamed the drop in 
prices to 14-month lows on mem¬ 
bers of the OPEC wUefa are breaking 
assigned output quotas in a 
scramble for cash. 

An OPEC minister, Indone¬ 
sia’s Ginanjar Kartasasmita, 
dampened speculation that 
OPEC felt so alarmed by the fall 
it might hold emergency talks 
ahead of a meeting already sche¬ 
duled for May 25. 

“There is no need to think of 
bolding a meeting between now 
and May," he told Reuters in 
Jakarta. “We always experience 
this cyde but I am convinced we 
can settle the problem." 

The current ApriWune quarter 
between the northern winter and 
the peak holiday motoring season 
is always a weak spot in the oil 
market. 


The pace of the current slide 
in prices has surprised some 
veteran traders. 

Average prices have dropped 
almost $6 per barrel since early 
January, when drey were held up 
by exceptionally cold weather in 
North America which increased 
demand for hearing ofl. They 
have lost more than $2.50 in the 
last week. 


Western industry sources say 
several of the 13 OPEC mem¬ 
bers, but notably Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia, are overproducing. 

As a result Iran, and t o som e 
extent Iraq, cannot find contract 
buyers for all of tbeir quota pro¬ 
duction and have bad to unload 
big volumes on the spot or free 
markets. 

Sources say at least 20 minion 
barrels of Iranian oil were avail¬ 
able in Europe early in April. 
Western oil company stocks 
generally are brimming. Texas 
storage tanks are fufl. 

Besides Indonesia's Ginanjar, 
other OPEC officials also said it 
is unlikely the group will hold 
emergency talks unless the price 
slide becomes a crash of the kind 
seen in 1986. 


A glut in that year when the 
c®h-ptnched exportere waged an 
earlier battle for market share 
sent prices below $10. 

Western industry sources reck¬ 
on that Kuwait and Sancfi Arabia 
are each exceeding quotas in 
March by about 500,000 bands 
per day (BPD), giving scope for 

output cuts that would steady the 

market. 

It is an open question where 
they would draw a Kne. 

Both favour keeping world oil 
prices on the low side as a tactic 
to stimulate an underlying re¬ 
bound in demand from the glut of 
die 1980s. 

They may well share the view 
of many Western analysts that 
demand for OPEC ofl will recov¬ 
er later in the year to some 23.5 
minion BPD — around current 
output levels — and drag prices 
back up. 

Far East Mantes OPEC 

“OPECs production is the 
reason for the sharp drop in crude 

oil prices and it’s up to OPEC 
itself now to take effective mea¬ 
sures to stop the declines," said 
Masao Ito, a general manager at 
Nippon Oil in Tokyo. 

The Middle East Economic 


Survey (MEES) estimated 
OPECs production hit a mne- 
year high of more than 24 mflficm 
BPD in March. 

“Demand for OPEC crude in 
the second quarter is around 22 

mflfion BPD," said Safoshi Ueki, 
chief economist at Japan's Ide¬ 
mitsu Kosan. “OPEC production 
at 24 million win ensure that 
prices win continue to foil." 

“From tire demand side there hi 
no optimistic picture," said Ito. 
“Phystcally the major e a i w unj i f g 
nations cannot absorb all this 
crude so OPEC cannot keep up 
the production." 

On Tuesday, the American 
Petroleum Institute reproted that 
U.S. erode ofl stocks risen to 
around 370 utilEon barrels, their 
highest level for the time erf year 
since 1982. 

Demand from Japan, the 
world's second largest oil impor¬ 
ter after the United States, is 
expected to fan below three mil¬ 
lion BPD in the second quarter 
from around 3.5 mflfion in the 
first, doe to scheduled refinery 
maintenance, Japanese r e fin e r s 
say. 

And even very low ofl prices 
are unlikely to encourage 
Japanese baxgam-hanting buying, 
they say. 


Wall Street sees future In stocks 


By Christina Tob-Fantin 
Renter 

. NEW YORK — The old En¬ 
glish saying “where there’s 
muck, there’s brass,” — dirty 
work makes money — is get¬ 
ting dusted off in the gleaming 
office towers of Wall Street. 

The heart of American in¬ 
vestment has seen the future, 
and believes it is in trash — or 
at least the handling and dis¬ 
posal of the stuff. 

Companies that offer waste 
management services, from 
solid waste dean-ups to pollu¬ 
tion control, are benefiting im¬ 
mensely from an environmen¬ 
tally conscious public, and 
could be the next hot invest¬ 
ment, share analysts said. 

Even as the U.S. Congress 
debates more stringent dean 
air legislation, a number of 
investment firms are urging in¬ 
vestors to buy environmental 
service stocks. 

In early April Chicago-based 
Kemper Financial Inc. laun¬ 
ched the Kemper environmen¬ 
tal services fund, a mutual fund 
(unit trust) investing in firms 
expected to benefit from in¬ 
creasing governmental regula¬ 


tion and corporate spending on 
the environment. These in- 
dude companies active in solid 
waste management and re¬ 
cycling. 

The Bush administration has 
estimated that U.S. industry 
changes to meet the tougher 

S Dntion standards would cost 
9 billion, but corporations 
and analysts predict the total 
will be much higher. 

In its fund launch publicity, 
Kemper said the environmen¬ 
tal services area may be “one 
of the fastest growing opportu¬ 
nities of the 19905." 

Apart from suffer U.S. laws 
safeguarding tike environment, 
receding of refuse has become 
increasing popular. 

Some companies, in an 
effort to respond to consumers 
conc er ns about the environ¬ 
ment, are beginning to adapt 
packaging of products, includ¬ 
ing offering refillable items. 

In addition, certain com¬ 
munities require that 
households separate their trash, 
allowing certain glass, paper 
and metal refuse to be picked 
up for recycling. 

“Today, cleaning op the en¬ 


vironment is big business," 
said Kemper financial portfolio 
strategi s t James NecL 

Kemper estimates annual 
spending on the environme nt 
will soar to $174 billion in 1995 
from 156 billion in 1989. 

Fidelity Investments, another 
mutual fond operator, has had 
an environmental services 
mutual fund since last June. A 
Fidelity spokeswoman said the 
$86 million fond has risen 13.6 
per cent sinoe its inception 
June 29, 1989, and posted a 
432 per cent rise in March 
after a 2.97 per cent r et urn in 
February 

Hie uptrend in Fidelity’s 
fund is consistent with 
analysts' views that investor 
interest in c ompa nies that pro¬ 
vide environmental services 
has been growing. 

Barry Manors, an analyst at 
Shearson Lehman Hutton Inc 
said shares of environmental 
services firms which have been 
“flatfish” in the past few 
months had picked up this 
spring. 

“There's no question public 
concern about the environ¬ 
ment is at an aH-time high. 


That leads to regulation which 
creates a very profitable situa¬ 
tion," Mamns said. 

In another sign of investors* 
new-found affection for waste 
management firms, Browning- 
Ferris Industries, drew ap¬ 
plause from Wall Street with 
its decision in early April that 
it would focus more strongly 
on its core business of solid 
Waste ma m iy niftnt - 

Browning-Ferris said it 
would qnit the hazardous 
waste business in which it lost 
about $27 million last year and 
was estimated to lose another 
$20 miTK on that year. 

The news p rompte d to be an 
area of in terest for some time 
to come," said Pradential- 
Bache Securities analyst Vish¬ 
nu Swanip. 

Michael Upper, preadent of 
Upper Analytical Securities, 
while agreeing that environ¬ 
mental stocks have attracted 
more interest recently, in¬ 
jected a note of caution. 

“I think there may be a 
future (in these stocks) — the 
expenditures in these areas will 
be high. However, that doesn't 
mean that high revenues will 
translate into high profits," be 
said. 
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Saudi Arabia discovers new oilfield 

NICOSIA (R) — The Saudi Arabian Ofl Company (Saudi 
Aramco) has discovered an oilfield which yields a sweet, fight 
type of erode ofl in the urea where similar discoveries were made 
recently, Saudi Arabia’s oil miraster Ffisham Nazer told the Saudi 
Press Agency (SPA). SPA (ate Tuesday quoted the minis te r as 
saying the new Saudi Aramco well, located east of Hawtafa and 
southeast of Riyadh, was called Naim-1 ami was spudded Feb. 14. 
Nazer said during testing ax a depth of 8,843 to 8,945 feet the oil 
gushed at a rate of 2,800 barrels per day. Some 600,000 cubic 
metres of gas was also produced. The ofl was sweet—with no or 
Htfie sulphur — and tight with 42.4 API (American Petroleum 
Institute) specific gravity. 

Guff investment shifts 

TOKYO (R) — The major Mideast Gulf oil producing nations 
are shifting investment towards downstream crude proce ssin g 
ventures from infras tru c ture and foreign portfolio investment, a 
private Japanese research body said. Assets owned by Golf ofl 
producing nations increased in the 1980s despite lower erode 
prices, the Japanese Institute of Middle Eastern Eco n omics said 
in a report. In the past, investment funds mainly went into foreign 
portfolio investment infrastructure, it said, adefing that they are 
now going into such projects as joint refinery ventures between 
Saudi Arabia an] Texaco. 03 prices are likely to increase m foe 
future which will cause the assets of Gulf coast countries to grow, 
particularly those of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the United Arab 
Emirates, the institute said. As a result, such nations will continue 
to expand investment in downstream ventures, with growing 
emphasis on those in ofl-oonsmning nations, it added. 

Morocco debt accord reached 

NEW YORK (R)—Citibank said Morocco and the bank steering 
committee chaired by Basque National de Paris and Citibank 
have reached an agreement in principle to restructure Morocco’s 
external commercial bank debt. An announcement in New York 
Tuesday said dial following meetings in Paris the parlies agreed to 
reschedule the entire stock of debt incurred prior to Sept 9,1983, 
winch amounts to about S3J2 bflfion. 



LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and sdfing rates for 
leading worid currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign ex ch ang e and bullion markets Wednesday. 
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One U.S. dollar 
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ByReuters 

SYDNEY — Australia's share market closed weaker but above 
their lows in a day dominated by trade in Elders IXL. The 
Aft-Ordinaries ended 5.2 points fewer at 1,505.8. 

TOKYO — Tokyo shares closed down but off their lows in thin 
trading as a yen deefine against the dollar in the afternoon rattled 
nerves and triggered setting. The Nikkei slid 184.40 points to 
29,44038. 

HONG KONG — Share prices dosed firmer but brokers said 
there was generally tittle interest in trotting ahead of the Easter 
holiday. The Hang Seng rase 17.65 points to 2,959.98. 

SINGAPORE — Prices dosed firm as increased buying in the 
afternoon mid bargain hunting brought widespread gains. The 
Straits Times Index recovered 22.91 points to 1,52231. 

BOMBAY—Tbe Bombay Stock Exchange was dosed to enable 
brokers to complete pending settlement work. 

FRANKFURT — Shares were mixed in thin trading. Investors 
were sidelined with the Easter holiday which took the impetus out 
of tbe market The Dax was down 4.74 paints at 1,893.77. 

ZURICH—■ Swiss shares ended mostly lower. Attention centred 
on shares in Bank Lev and CS Holding, with trading in Lev brisk. 
Tbe SPI index was 63 points fewer at 1,072.1. 

PARK — The CAC-40 index ended at an aft-time high of 
2,103.10, with share prices buoyed by favourable domestic 
economic outlook and heavy foreign baying 

LONDON 1 — Shares dosed quietly steady at eerier levels, with an 
unce rtain o pening on Wall Street offering few fresh i n cen tiv e s . 
The FTSE index ended two points lower at 22153. 

NEW YORK—Selling on a drop in ofl prices worldwide colfided 
with fotwres-ndated buying, leaving Wall Street shares tittle 
dianged by midday. The Dow was down 1.79 points to 2,72939 at 
1816 GMT. 


Saudi banks foresee 
more loans if oil 
prices remain firm 


BAHRAIN (R) — Sancfi Ara¬ 
bia’s joint venture banks, buoyed 
by focir strongest performance in 
five years, foresee more growth 
in their loan portfolios provided 
ofl prices do not faD too fer in 
1990. 

Bankers say a huge influx of 
funds spawned by higher ofl 
prices and interest rates in 1969 
fuelled a dramatic rise in profits 
for most of the ki ng dom's nine 
joint ventures. 

Many banks were also able to 
cot loan loss provisions which 
previously devoured large por¬ 
tions of Their income and to step 
up fending as the kingdom's 
largest joint venture, Saudi 
American Bank (SAMBA), told 
Reuters. 

“Tbe size of the pipe is steadily 
grow in g and the dram on re¬ 
sources by loan loss provisions is 
much smaller," he said. 

SAMBA, owned 40 per cent by 
Citibank, saw its net pr ofit surge 
79 per cent to a record 422million 
riyals ($112 million) in 1989. Its 
profit rose 343 per cent in first 
quarter 1990. 

Bankers said a tide of govern¬ 
ment payments to contractors — 
man y long overdue — winch be¬ 
gan fete last year had boosted 
liquidity in tbe banking system. 

Official figures show deposits 
in the kingdom's 12 co mm ercial 
banks grew 5.9 per cent to 1423 
bflfion riyals ($38 trillion) in tbe 
year to February 1990. 

But bankers said they believed 
tbe market share of die joint 
ventures had men sharply. Three 
of tiie seven who have reported 
1989 results so far have (rad re¬ 
cord net profits. 

A 3.4 per cent rise in the 
volume of "cheap" or non-in¬ 
terest bearing funds to 663 bil¬ 
lion riyals ($17.6 billion) also 
unproved the banks' perform¬ 
ance. 

Many customers in Saudi Ara¬ 
bia put their money in current 
account because of Islamic refr- 


gtous strictures against interest 
Tbe banks fend the funds on 
interest in the h&erbank market 

“There has been a general in¬ 
crease in operating profit across 
the board—deposits have grown 
m k? loans have pfehwt up tfianh 
to an upturn in industry,” Aman 
Mehta, managing director of 
Saudi British Bank, told Rotters. 

“Most banks are comfortably 
with the level of loan loss provi¬ 
sions they have now... there is a 
feeling in varying degrees they 
have broken the back of the 
problem,” he said. 

Bankers said after yean of 
grappling with private sector 
loans hit by the mid 1980s reces¬ 
sion, most of tiie joint ve n t u res 
had provided against more than 
60 per cent of the doubtful debt. 

Sancfi British returned to the 
black in 1989 with a 123 milikm 
riyal ($33 million) loss in 1988 
after setting aside provisions of 
300 million riyals ($80 mfllion). 

Mxstri said expansion plans by 
the state ofl firm Sancfi Aramco 
was expected to gain mome n tu m 
in the next few years, providing 
more lending oppo rtun ities for 
Saudi Banks. 

Finns would increasingly be 
expected to provide their own 
finance as tire government gra¬ 
dually reduced its role. 

Saadi Aramco plans to spend 
up to S20 bflfion over tbe next 10 
years to gradually expand its 
erode o u t pu t capacity to around 
10 million barrels per day (BPD) 
from 63 million now—provided 
world demand continues to grow 
and crude prices bold due to 
Orga nisation of Petroleum Ex¬ 
porting Countries (OPEC) over¬ 
production. 

Confidence in local leading bad 
i ncreased in the last two years as 
banks found it easier to collect 
overdue loans, mainly because a 
special tribunal set op by the 
gove rn ment in 1987 to hear foe 
cases had taken a much tougher 
stand, they said. 


Taiwan’s overheated 
economy slows down 


TAIPEI (AP)—Taiwan's boom¬ 
ing ec o nomy shows signs of a 
slo w do wn that could help cool off 
ram pa n t stock and red’ estate 
speculation and boost slackened 
industrial production, officials 
said Wednesday. 

, But economists warn of an 
economy recession if die govern¬ 
ment bus to take quick measures 
to stop an exodus of industries hit 
by Taiwan's soaring wages, crime 
and anti-poflution protests. 

“Tbe slowdown offers us a 
good chance to make many eco¬ 
nomy and social adjustments," 
said Chang Hsra-Lieo, deputy 
director of the government Coun¬ 
cil for Economic Planning and 
Development. 

Taiwan’s trade surplus in die 
first quarter dropped 34.6 per 
cent from the same period last 
year. Tire index of manufacturing 
industries' output in the first two 
months declined three per cent 
from the same period of last year. 

An economic ministiy forecast 
put tbe 1990 trade surplus at 7 
billion U.S. dollars, down sharply 
from hot year’s record $14 ba¬ 
ton. 

Cha n g said tbe surplus redno- 
tion cook! help ease the inflation¬ 
ary press ure and stabilise the 
Taiwan dollar, which has appreci¬ 


ated more than 50 per cent since 
2986 under p res sure from the Un¬ 
ited States to reduce Taiwan's 
trade surpluses. 

The stock market index has 
already dropped about 20 per 
cent in tbe past two months to tbe 
10,000-point level. The index 
soared from 1,000 points in 1986 
to 12,000 points late last year as 
cash-rich Taiwanese rushed to 
make easy money from the 
market. 

Soaring land prices ooukl also 
cool off and make it easier for 
industries to acquire land for new 
projects, officials say. 

Officials also hope that several 
key public projects, including a 
Taipei mass transit system and 
freeway constructions tint were 
delayed because of soaring land 
prices and labour shortages, 
could be renewed and boost the 
economy. 

But economists say the 1990 
economic growth rate could fall 
below five per cent, co mpa red 
with a government-projected 
seven per cent. 

"If things do not improve, we 
can even expect a rece ss ion In a 
year or two," said Chen Wen- 
Lan, an economist at the Cbung- 
wa Institute for Economic Re¬ 
search. 


THE Daily Crossword *< 


mmmmm mmmm 


10 Way off 

14 Keyboard 
Instrument 

15 Wedding 


is on-wtilte 

17 Poets' AMS 

18 Hemsfcnr's 


25 Stylish 
28 Mon wfty 


33 Squirrel away 

34 Thud 


■ aaaa 

\mumu hm 
111! !!■■■ 
BBnai ijjjiW 


giOiui ami 


Mi 

■ aHBBl 


37 Outspoken 

38 Clapton 

39 Ntto nipper 

40 On one's foes 

41 Mesa 

42 "Ortglnar 
WtRy Lom an 

44 Plains 


«5 Pot burner 

46 Trail 

47 Hat 

50 Pitching teats 

54 Shake - 
piurryj 

55 Outside: pret. 

57 Strip deck 

58 Small brook 

59 Destroy 

40 Coer catcher? 

61 Distribute 

62 Peppy 

63 Mom logical 
DOWN 

1 Organism's 
body 

2 Walked 

3 Brute 

4 Trounce 

5 Guar ante e* 


6 Obter peoples' 
children? 

7 — riefcey 
B Diamonds 
6 fondnes s 

10 Kidnap 

11 A d vers ari es 

12 Prsmad tub}. 

13 Bank {on) 

21 BnMMteasl 
23 Actuary's 

concern 

25 Oracuta'a rank 

26 Junta 

27 DWert 

28 Quebec 


Yesterday** Farris Sohm* 


29 BOOk Jacket 
comment 

30 snoop auk 

31 wed 

32 MMWfeM* 
34 Wen Point 

fresh 


nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn 

nnn nnnn rannnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnn m 
nnnn nnnnnnnr? 
nnnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnranntinnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


40 Teen's woe 

41 Visual rtstten 
43 Bracelet 

sound 


37 PDSca records 44 Gr. latter 

38 Seventh 48 Counterfeit 

hinnn 47 Scop 


48 Potpourri 

49 TVs Carter 

50 Recipe wnd 
61 — Bator 

82 LbO 

53 SftadowtaK 
56 Trophy 


THE BETTER HALE 


By Karris 


HAfcRiG*-i 



"So what if you don’t have the body 
of an 18-year-old anymore ?! You 
still have the mind of an 
S-year-okO?'-' 


Niiirmmtm 


U racrW U Ms t hese foorJ u mO fas, 
one tetter to each square, to term 
four onSnary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD OAUE 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Las 


TUBOD 


RUFTT 



n 



! MAJEST 



n 



WHAT MANY 
"OLPSAWS* 
HAVE PONE. 


f'mw arrange the dieted latter* to 
toon the swprtas answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer hare: 


'e*ten*ay*B 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbtos OLDER MINOR ADDUCE RNALE 

Answer: What’s the best dfeh to get at a “greasy 
spoon- restaurant?—A CLEAN ONE 


By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, CarroB Righter Foundation 

FORECAST FOR THURSDAY APRIL 12, 1998 FORECAST FOS 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Liv¬ 
ing » that others can see your 
warm and magnetic smile brings 
you advancement and progress to¬ 
ward tbe rapport you would like to 
have with those who attract and 
appeal to yon. 

* 

ARDS: (March 21 to April 19) 
C ommiBwra faOfl from afar can put 
yon off bahace for a short time but 
there is a big opport unity in it for 
yon at wed so look beneath surface 
con d i t io n s. 

TAURUS: (April 20 tto May 20) 
Don’t nuke some sodden changes 
in your financial structure or way 
of dung business, especially early 
in the day, later you see conditions 
more dourly. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) An 
outside associat e cm cause you a 
headache in the morning but pass it 
over Ugfatiy and yon soon find a 
sensible course of action is pre¬ 
sented to yon. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Tensions on yonr job as 
the day begins should be taken in 

their stride mid yon soon find they 
become a chance to posh your 
ambitions. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) If yon 
avoid an extravagant 
tor a pleasure, recreation eady you 
protect: unnecessary separation 
from your assets, later co mmon 
sense prevafls. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septe mb e r 
22) This is the day to avoid getting 


in an early squ ab ble at home and 
the dood quickly passes over and 
(hen yon are at harmony with 
household again. 

LlBRAr (Septe mb er 23 to October 
22) Concentrate your efforts upon 
solving an en ig ma t ic question from 
a distance rather than taking up 
those which are at your fingertips. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem¬ 
ber 21) Consider well your rela¬ 
tions with your attachment and do 
nothing to winch that person could 
take exception or the (hr could fly 
u n n ece sM rgy. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You fed an associ¬ 
ate you want to tie down to a 
definite commitment is pretty 
flighty but persist add you gain 
headway that is satisfactory to you. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
Jammy 20) Use aft that abffity yon 
have to tom uncert ain conditions 
into a coostnsctwe course of action 
and you stake some very desirable 
a rf n nmmwil 

AQUARIUS: (Jammy 21 to Febru¬ 
ary 19) Don't allow a critical sett* 
righteous acquaintance to keep 
you from enjoyin g yourself at some 
recreation or amusement that 
appeals to you. 

nSCSS; February 20 to March 2D) 

Consider what family desires that 
does not fit into your plans and 
then yon w31 see ways to make 
them both work to the satis factio n 
of afl concerned. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY APRIL 13, 1990 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: acquaintances u get together*. 
Some very confusing fixed condi- 

boos require astute handfing bet (Sept ember 23 ? October 

after the details are settled you will SLIT!!!? y - cxpe ? s 

have the chance to have a whole lcw P° ,w 

new set of favourable conrfitkms , *?,* ?. SOJ t£ . *“*“ 

arise by letting go of the past. ® 


AWES: (March 21 to April 19) 
TMak in toms of qaefc action you 
can get from this day which bnogs 
you some proWems you require ia 
h a n d fing so be cautious. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Consider what you can do to en¬ 
hance your practical affair* by 
studying newspaper, magazine, 
other periotfiods tor Ranrf ac to r y 
answers to pewfing omes. 

GEMINI: (May21 to June 21) You 
have a ptnribmty to consult with 
one who understands yonr proper¬ 
ty affairs and to get suggestions 
yon can iramctiafely pot into mo¬ 
tion. . 

MOON CHILDREN: (Mite 22 to 
Jtdy.2I) If jifc hove some doubts 
shoot how to handle a private 
worry wan untfl after lunch and an 
ootatde associate can give you right 
ideas. 

UKfc (Jnly 22 to August 21)^Try to 
get off alone as modi as you can 
and look straight at whatever does 
not nb you should be able to get a 
very wor thwhi le answer. 

VBKS0; (August 22 to September 
22) If yon are going out sodaBy 
today wait utflbter and ttKQ join 
doae ctmupumom and bteresdqg 


SCORPIO; (October 23 to Novea>- ■ 
ber 21) You are oncer tain bow to 
communicate with a possessive 
person of different character from 
youo but use techniques f«myt 
satisfactory wife urea! awpan¬ 
ions. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov em ber 22 to 
5^mber 21) A time after you 
sited to nsvol dafly duties, its vital 
mat yoo d o schedule yonr time and 

activities of a business for the 
routing week. 

(December 22 to 


wre uU 

kmd and contideraMe 
“feeate with whom j 
wme issue or you can i 
war persons’ feetiogs. 

A Q U AWJ8 S (January 21 

?yJ?)SedE out «*«* 

ffin ri ai wfesnmioo wrn 

dgtjyou will be able to 


gfcffl on your projects. 
PISCES: February 20 

20) Aday and evemqg i 

and then going with go 
yonr attaefesses 
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England takes third 
place in table te nnis 







1 


GOTHENBURG, Sweden (R) 
— Skytet Andrew had a dream 
day at the European table tennis 
championships Wednesday when 
be helped England win third 
place in the men’s team event 
with a 5-1 victory over Yugosla¬ 
via. ■., 

Andrew had sat ou the side¬ 
lines since Sunday watching his 
team mates, silver medallists two 
yean ago, win through to the last 
four. - 

England coach Don Parker de¬ 
cided to take a gamble in playing 
Andrew instead of the tired De¬ 
smond Douglas in the third-place 
playoff-' 

The move paid off when the 
extr overt Londoner beat Zoran 
KaExric 21-19, 21-11 despite a 
nervous start and Dija Lnpoleskti, 
ranked 11th in Europe, 12-21, 
22-20, 23-21. 

“Two players ranked consider¬ 
ably higher than him and he beat 
them both, so that’s superb,” said 
porker alter Andrew’s debut in 
the division one category of the 
team event. 

“As we weren’t playing for the 
tide and both teams get bronze 
medate I thought I would give 
Skylet a go ami it was a chance to 
. rest Des. He fought extremely 
* hard sod they were two excellent 
wins.” 

England number one Alan 
Cooke was the only man to lose, 
beaten 21-12, 21-9 by Zoran Pri- 
morac, following a 23-21, 21-14 
win over Lnpuleskn. The steady 
Cari Prean added three-game vic¬ 
tories over Primorac and Katinic. 

Jama Fazfic, ranked 13th in 
Europe,led Yugoslavia to a com¬ 
fortable victory in the women’s 
third-place playoffs. 

Fardk won both her singles and 
helped Gordana Perkudn, her 
partner at the Olympics when 
they wot bronze together, to take 
V the doubles as Yugoslavia beat 
die Netherlands 3-1. 

Only Mhjam Hooman was 
victorious among the Dutch, win¬ 
ning the opening tie agianst Per- 
fcurin, world doubles silver 
medallist last year, in three 
games. 

The result reversed the out¬ 
come of the 1988 European 
championships. in Paris when the 
Netherlands finished third and 
Yugoslavia fourth. 

Sweden {days Ger many 

.Tuesday, Mikael Appelgren 


extended ins superb unbeaten run 
to pot holders Sweden into the 
European table tenuis team final 
for the 13th time. 

But Appelgren and his team 
mates expect a difficult title dash 

after West Germany swept 
through their semifinal with a 5-0 
thrashing of Yugoslavia. 

“It is going to be tough,” said 
Swedish coach Glenn Osth after 
his team beat 1988 silver medal¬ 
lists England 5-1. “We have got 
to get a good start if we are going 
to win.” 

Appelgren, who is also defend¬ 
ing his singles tide here, did not 
drop a game in beating fellow 
left-hander Desmond Douglas 
and Carl Prean. 

The Swede extended his un¬ 
beaten run in these cham¬ 
pionships to 10 wins and no losses 
and was expected to be Ostfa's 
first choice in dedding the line-up 
for Thursday’s final. 

World champion Jan-Ove Wal- 
der was also in form but admitted 
he had found Douglas an easier 
opponent than expected. 

“Douglas was not as good as he 
used to be,” said Waidner who 
beat the Englishman 21-13,21-15 
after defeating national champion 
Alan Cooke. “I got a lot of easy 
points from him.” 

Former European champion 
Jorgen Persson was the only 
Swede to struggle, losing in three 
games to Prean and hanging on to 
defeat Cooke 24-22, 26-24 in the 
film! match. 

West Germany’s Steffen Fctz- 
ner, enjoying one of the best 
periods of his career, dBd not drop 
a game in contributing two victo¬ 
rious to the win which put the 
nation into die final for only the 
second time. They lost to Sweden 
in the 1980 final. 

“I think the Swedish players 
might be a bit frightened about 
the final especially as none of 
them, except Appelgren, has 
really played so well here,” said 
Fetzner who last year woo the 
world doubles title with Joeig 
Rosskopf. 

Rosskopf himself added two 
victories, beating 1.90-metre tall 
Zoran KaKmc 22-20,23-25,21-15 
and Zoran Primorac 21-19,21-17. 

With the defending women’s 
champions die Soviet Union 
knocked out of the medals reck¬ 
oning in the round-robin stage, 
Czechoslovakia, the sOver medal¬ 
lists in Paris two years ago, set np 
a final against Hungary. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
©WW TrtDona Madia Santcas. Inc. 


READ ’EM AND CHEEK 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* A J 

V i 10 7 2 
0 K 8 6 3 

* A 5 4 

WEST EAST 

4 10 8762 4K943 

■? 9 4 3 ■? S 

7 0 A J 10 9 2 

* J 18 7 2 * Q 63 

SOUTH 

* Q 5 

<7 AKQ86 
0 Q 5 4 

* K 9 8 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 NT Pass 2 * Pass 

2 ? Pass 4 7 Pass 

Pms Pass 

Opening lead; Seven of 0 
Bridge books mil tell you that 
you need 26-27 points, including 
distribution, to make game in a ma¬ 
jor snk. Here, tbe North-South as¬ 
sets in high cards alone total 29 with 
a nine-card fit, yet game was any¬ 
thing but laydown. 

These days, an excellent five-card 
bhUot suit is no reason to forgo 
raking a descriptive opening bid of 
one no trump. North checked on a 


possible heart fit, and leaped to 
game when he located h. 

South was Sylvia Hazen of New 

York. West *5 diamond lead was 
ducked in dummy and East’s nine 
was taken by the queen. (Note that, 
if East rises with the ace and gives 
partner a ruff, declarer can claim 
the contraa--duinmy’s diamond 
king will provide a parking spot for 
one of her losers.) Declarer drew 
three rounds of trumps, led a dub to 
the ace and returned a dub from 
dummy. East carefully inserted the 
queen to avoid being end played. De¬ 
clarer won tbe long and exited with 
a dub to West's ten. 

When West shifted to a spade, 
declarer was at the crossroads—she 
had to decide between an endplay 
and a finesse. South guessed the sit¬ 
uation perfectly by going up with 
the ace of spades and returning the 
suit to East’s king. The defense was 
Howler than a doornail. 

If returned a black suit, de¬ 
clarer would discard a 'diamond 
from hand while ruffing on the 
board. And a diamond would be up 
to tbe table’s king. Either way, Mrs. 
Hazen had limited her losers to one 
spade, one club and one diamond. 


--.T 


I Cinema 

Tel: 625155^ 

RAINBOW 


TWINS 

Berformuet: 330. 830, 1030 _ — 


NBA basketball roundup 


EAST RUTHERFORD, New 
Jersey (A?) — Kevin McHale 
had 24 points and 13 rebounds to 
ted a balanced Boston attack and 
the Celtics continued their run at 
first place in the NBA’s Atlantic 
Division by posting their fourth 
straight victory, a 112-96 decision 
over New Jersey. ' 

Reggie Lewis added 21 points, 
Lany Bird had 19 and Robert 
Parish 18 points and 10 rebounds 
as the Celtics took the lead for 
good in the first quarter Tuesday 
night and won for the eighth time 
in 11 games. 

Dominique Wilkins scored 29 
points and Moses Malone added 
23 as Atlanta snapped a three- 
game losing streak and polled 
within one-half game of Cleve¬ 
land in the battle for the eighth 
and last Eastern Conference play¬ 
off berth, beating Philadelphia 
123-111. 

John Battle added 19 points 
and Rivers 18 for Atlanta while 
Hersey Hawldns had 27 and 
Charles Barkley 24 for Phi¬ 
ladelphia. 

Akeem Olajuwon scored 27 
points and polled down 19 re¬ 
bounds and Houston, battling for 
a playoff berth, curtailed a late 
comeback by Charlotte, winning 
115-112. The Rockets entered the 
game trailing Seattle by 1 Vi 
games and Denver by one-half 
game for tbe final Western Con¬ 
ference playoff spot. 

Tbe Rockets ted 109-100 with 
55 seconds remaining but 3- 
pointers by Richard Anderson, 
Dell Curry, Anderson and Kelly 
Tripucka put Charlotte within 
two with five seconds left. 

Isiah Thomas scored 21 points 
and Mark Aguirre 20 and Detroit 
ootscored New York 30-17 in the 
first 10 minutes of the third quar¬ 
ter to win 108-98. The Pistons led 
only 51-49 at halftime bat they 
made 12 of their first 17 shots in 
fixe first 10 mhiitfgg of the third 
period and opened an 81-66 lead. 

Patrick Ewing scored 26 points 
and Gerald Wilkins 19 for New 
York. 

Clyde Drmder’s 26 points was 
followed by Jerome Kersey’s 22 
in Portland’s 106-94 victory over 
Minnesota. The Trail Blazers 
won their 54th game, second 
most in the franchise’s history. 
Portland went 58-24 in 1977-78. 
Portland also won for the eighth 
time in its last 11 road games and 
has 21 road victories, the most ( 
since thpJ977-28_£|ub Went 22-J^.^j. 

Ricky Pierce sank four fjeft'.l 
throws in the final 25 seconds and 
Milwaukee ontscored Orlando 9~ 

2 daring the last two minutes in 
handing the Magic their 10th 
straight loss, 130-127. Pierce 
scored 31 points and Brad Lohaus 
and Jay Humphries added 23 and 
21, respectively, as tbe Bucks 
won their fourth straight game. 

Orlando lost for the 26th time 
in its last 28 games despite 29 


Portugal bids 
to host ’98 
World Cup 

PARIS (AP) — The head of 
soccer’s international ruling body 
said Wednesday that Portngal 
will be a fifth candidate to host 
the 1998 World Cup. 

Joao Havelange, president of 
the world soccer federation, 
known by the French initials 
FIFA, said he had met with Por¬ 
tugal’s president and premier 
and, “both confined that their 
country wanted to be a candidate 
for the organisation of tbe 1998 
World Cop.” 


points by Terry Catledge and 27 
by Reggie Theus. 

Detlef Schrempf hit a 15-footer 
to give Indiana the lead for good 
with 23.4 seconds left and Chuck. 
Person added two free throws 
with 5.6 seconds left, lifting Indi¬ 
ans to its third straight victory 
and putting Indiana dose to the 
Eastern Conference playoffs. 

Person led six pacers in double 
figures with 25 points. Reggie 
hfilter added 19, RikSmits 18 and 
Vem Fleming 16. Washington’s 
Bernard King had 35, Darrell 
Walker 18 and Jeff Malone 16. 

Karl Malone’s 33 points and 
John Stockton's 20 assists 
sparked Utah to a franchise re¬ 
cord S2nd victory. Seattle's loss, 
combined with Houston’s victory 
over Charlotte, dropped the 
Soules one-half game behind the 
Rockets in the battle for the final 
Western Conference playoff slot. _ 

Thtxri Bailey added 22 points 
for Utah and Bobby Hansen 
added 14. Dale Ellis led the 
Sonics with 30 pcants and Xavier 
McDaniel added 22. The Jazz 
wrapped it np with a 10-2 ran in 
the final 2:11. 

Blair Rasmussen scored a 
season-high 26 points and Denver 
took advantage of a three-minute 
scoring drought by Sacramento. 
The Kings went 3:10 without 
scoring until Pervis Ellison's 
layup with 51 seconds remaining. 

The Nuggets managed five 
points during Sacramento’s score¬ 
less stretch, giving them a 112-106 
lead, and they scored 13 of their 
final 15 points from the foul line. 
Alex Eogfish scored 23 points and 
Michael Adams 19 for the Nug¬ 
gets. Danny Ainge led Sac¬ 
ramento with 22 and Wayman 
Tisdale and Rodney McCray each 
scored 21. 

Rookie centre David Robinson 
scored 36 points and grabbed 12 
rebounds in leading San Antonio 
to its 50th victory, the sixth 50- 
win season in fran dhfeie history. 
San Antonio, which went 21-61 in 
1988-89, is 29 games ahead of its 
record at this time last year. If the 
Spurs can win four of their re¬ 
maining six games they will 
eclipse the NBA-record 32-game 
turnaround of the 1979-80 Boston 
Celtics. 

Rookie forward Sean Elliott 
added 23 points and six assists for 
San Antonio. The Warriors were 
led by Chris Mnllin’s 26 points 
and Terry Teagle’s 20. 

_ Tom Gsrric* scored. 17. pdmlj^ 
and the Clippers rallied from ah 
18-point second-half deficit. De¬ 
rek Harper led the Mavericks 
with 30 points and Rolando 
Blackman added 23 but Dalla was 
ontscored 34-16 in the fourth 
quarter. 

Charles Smith and Benoit Ben¬ 
jamin scored 16 points each for 
the Clippers, who trailed 56-38 
with 11:41 left in die third quar¬ 
ter. They dosed the gap to 74-64 
at the rad of the period, and a 
14-4 run to start the fourth quar¬ 
ter tied the score 78-78 with 7:22 
left. 



MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh. 
Abdoun and many other loca¬ 
tions. 

[FOr more Information 
please call 
Abdoun Real Estate 
PREVIOUSLY 
Waal Real Estate 
7®k mmoa. Biot s 


OUR RATES ARE THE LOWEST IN JORDAN 

SUBA1H FOR GARMENTS 


Bayader Wadi Seer, Main Street 
opposite the mosque 
Tel: 823485. 


» Benetton, BOSS 

CHANNEL, polo , 


LACOSTE 

NIKE GUCCI YSL 
addidas. 

A wide variety of sports wear for all members of 
the family, in addition to jeans trousers and 
•sports shoes. _ 


Lendl, 
Edberg 
advance 
in Japan 

Open 

TOKYO (Agencies) — Top-seed 
Ivan Lendl, playing just 20 hours 
after arriving in Tokyo, and 
second-seeded Stefan Edberg 
Wednesday won their singles 
■matches easily to advance to the 
third round of the S1.I5 million 
Japan Open tennis tournament. 

Lendl, the world’s top-ranked 
player, beat Shnzo Matsuoka, 
Japan’s no. 1 player, 6-4, 6-2 on 
the hard court of Tokyo's Ariake 
colosseum. 

Sweden’s Edberg, ranked 
second in the world, over¬ 
whelmed American Leif Shiras 
6-0, 6-2 in their second-round 
match. 

In other second-round matches 
in men’s singles, third-seeded 
Brad Gilbert beat U.S. compat¬ 
riot Brad Pearce 1-6, 6-1, 6-0, 
fourth-seeded Aaron Krickstein 
beat American compatriot David 
Pate 6-4, 7-6 (7-4) and Patrick 
McEnroe, the younger brother of 
John McEnroe, beat fellow 
American Paul Chamberlin 3-6, 
6-3, 7-5. 

In the women’s second-round 
matches, top-seeded Catarina 
Lindqvisit of Sweden beat Sabine 
Appelmans of Belgium 7-5, 6-2 
and Japan’s Knxxuko Okamoto 
upset fourth-seeded Betsy 
Nagelsen of tbe United States 
6 - 1 , 6 - 2 . 

The men's singles winner gets 
$137,500 and the women's singles 
champion earns $27,000. 

Matsuoka and Lendl each kept 
service through the eight! game. 
Lendl won love-games in the 
fourth and eighth. He also broke 
Matsuoka in the ninth, as the 
Japanese player, trailing 15-30, 
committed and unforced error 
with a long forehand. 

Lendl broke the third game 
after two deuces in tbe second 
set, and broke the seventh game. 

Matsuoka and Lendl each hit 
60 per cent of their first serves, 
but Matsuoka committed 22 un¬ 
forced errors against 11 for 
Lendl. 

“Since I met him four years 
ago,' he has improved a lot,”. 


New coach for UAE to 
take over two months 
before world games 


DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
(AP) — Brazil’s Carlos Alberto 
Parraira officially took over the 
reins of the United Arab Emi¬ 
rates (UAE) national team Tues¬ 
day and promptly promised he 
will teD his players “to enjoy 
themselves at the World Cup 
finals” in Italy. 

Parreira is the third coach in 
three months since first Mario 
Zagalo, also a Brazilian, and 
Bernard Blaut, a Pole, were 
asked to leave the job. 

Parreira is no stranger to the 
UAE haring coached its national 
side for four years until 1988 
when he moved over to Saudi 
Arabia. 

The 47-year-old Brazilian quit 
die Saudi job in January this year 
and last month accepted tbe 
UAE coaching assignment again. 

Speaking to reporters on the 
occasion of his takeover. Parreira 
breathed optimism into a team 
that suffered a humiliating ex¬ 
perience at tbe recent Gulf Cup 
championship in Kuwait. 

Not only did UAE finish last, 
but it was also thrashed 6-1 by 


eventual winners Kuwait. 

"You can't compare the Gulf 
Cup and the Asian qualifying 
tournament in Singapore. In Sing¬ 
apore, the team played each 
game according to its require¬ 
ments so that the UAE could 
qualify,” said Parreira, who has 
spent almost 15 years coaching in 
the Middle East. 

He was the coach to the 
Kuwaiti World Cup squad which 
played in the 1982 World Cup 
games in Spain. 

“I am not interested in getting 
to the second round now,” he 
said. “I don’t want to put press¬ 
ure on my players. I will tell them 
to enjoy themselves in Italy and 
play tbe best football they can. 
We owe it to the Arab and Asian 
countries whom we represent.” 

The UAE is moving to Qatar 
this week for a two-week training 
camp. They will return to the 
UAE for a three-day break to 
celebrate the Muslim feast of Eid 
A1 Fitr, ending the fasting month 
of Ramadan, and then take to 
France for the last stage of their 
preparation programme. 


Parreira said that the UAE will 
try to play several matches 
against countries which are taking 
part in the World Cup finals like 
France, Greece and Turkey as 
warm-up matches. 

Before Parreira took over, the 
UAE side played a number of 
exhibition matches against gMid- 
dle East and European countries 
at home. 

UAE are in Group D of the 
finals along with West Germany, 
Yugoslavia and Colombia. 

Parreira said that the two 
months remaining before the fin¬ 
als which stan on June 8 is 
“suitable." But, he added, “of 
course, it would have been better 
if the team had continued training 
after the Gulf Cup.” 

The national squad has not 
trained together for a month, 
with the resignation of interim 
coach Blaut immediately after the 
Kuwait tournament, throwing a 
spanner into the works. The team 
went to France for a short medic¬ 
al visit last month but did not 
train there. 


Graf returns from injury with victory 


AMELIA ISLAND. Florida 
(AP) — Steffi Graf felt fine and 
played even better Tuesday when 
she ended a two-month layoff 
from tennis with an impressive 
debut in the Bausch and Lomb 
championships. 

■The world's top-ranked player, 
sidelined since Feb. 6 with a 
broken thumb, needed only 45 
minutes to beat Petra Langrova 
6-1,6-0 in a second-round match. 

She said her right thumb, 
broken in a skiing accident in 
Switzerland, was not a problem 
and predicted the time she spent 
away from the tour will help, 
mentally and physically, in the 
long ran. 

“I missed maybe two or three 
tournaments, but I don't think it 
hurts me at all,” Graf said. “I felt 
good being away. It should keep 
me fresh for other tournaments.” 

< The highlight of the match for 
Langrovaj ranked no. ‘65, “wfifc" 


.HAIR DESIGN BY 


NICOLA JANE 

All Female staff 

Book today for your Easter hairstyle 
Call 813612, Sweifieh - Amman 
Open daily except Sunday from 10 am. to 6 p.m. (during 
Rpmadan to 5 p.m.). 

*15% discount on Perms and Highlights during April. 

Required: A first class Hairstylist with a fair knowledge 
of English language.__ 


breaking Grafs serve in the third 
game of the first set. She didn't 
think she was intimidated but 
conceded she didn’t expect much 
of herself. 

“I didn’t think I had any 
chance,” said Langrova, who 
beat Penny Barg-Mager 6-0, 6-0 
in the first round. “She played 
with great confidence, and I 
made a lot of mistakes." 

The match was the first for 
Graf since Feb. 4, when she beat 
Arantza Sanchez Vicario the final 


of the Pan Pacific Open in Japan. 
Graf fell on her right hand trying 
to evade photographers at St. 
Moritz, Switzerland two days la¬ 
ter and originally hadn't planned 
to return until April 30. 

Winning at Amelia Island this 
week would be especially satis¬ 
fying for Graf because she’s lost 
here to Gabrieia Sabatini each of 
the last two years. Sabatini, 
seeded no. 2, defeated Claudia 
Kohde-Kilsch 6-2, 6-1 in their 
second-round match Tuesday. 


' ATTENTION PLEASE -' ; 

V; 

Welcome to the Bedouin Bazaar where you will 
get 20% discount on all items. 

Special offer on handmade Persian Carpets — 
buy two and get one Rug free. 

We also se... Antiauss. Copper 3rass. Saver. JeweJier-/. 
■Pcrte-v. anc a" kir.os o‘ g.% anc souvenirs. • 
t-OCA^EO nex* to (re American School;,'Royal Auto- 
r;cti!e Cub-Street 

Tel: 824485 - open daily from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 


ANGLICAN CHURCH 


MAUNDY THURSDAY —12/4/90 5 p.m. Commemoration 

of the Last Supper with 
Washing of the Feet 

GOOD FRIDAY — 13/4/90 6 p.m. Arabic/English Service 

EASTER SERVICES 

HOLY SATURDAY — 14/4/90 6:30 p.m. Easter Vigil & 

Renewal of Baptismal 
Vows. 

EASTER DAY — 15/4/90 6 a.m. Mount Nebo Service 

6:30 p.m. Easter Family Commun¬ 
ion 

Tel: 628543 


CAR FOR SALE 

Rover, model 1982, full automatic, duty paid. 
Price JD 5,300. 

Please call tel. 673930. 


TO LET FURNISHED 1ST FLOOR 

Of 3 bedrooms, two spacious salons, two balconys. Fully 
equipped kitchen, independent phone and central heating. 
Annual rent JD 4500. Location 7th Circle. 

For more Information pis. call 812366 


OPENING SATURDAY 14.4.1990 


Hair Dresser 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


Td: 677420Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 634144 1 


Cinema 


NUOUM 


Tel: 675571 


Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 699238 
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SCAVENGERS 
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mere &90. 830.1030 


Adel Emam 
In 

Husband under 
demand 

Arabic 

Perfor ma nces 330. &30,1030 


Farid Shawql, Suhalr 
Ramzi, Farouq Al Flshawl 
in 

THE SERVANT 

(Arabic) 

performances: 330, &30, 1030 

jt Jiauliy extra show at 11:00 a.m. 




Perfor man ces 330, 830, 10:30 
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World News 
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Radical Soviet Communist leader 
demands immediate party split 


MOSCOW (R) — A leader of a powerful bloc of 
Soviet Coismoaist radicals, under siege by party 
conservatives, demanded Wednesday an immediate 
split in the ranks and the formation of a new Social 
Democratic Party. 


Ilya Chubais said attacks on the 
reformist Democratic Platform 
movement represented a coup by 
leading conservative Yegor 
Ligachev and his allies and the 
start of a witch hunt. 

“We call on all Communists to 
leave the party, to stop paying 
dues and join the new Party of 
the Democratic Platform." Chu¬ 
bais, a member of the group's 
Coordinating Council, said in an 
interview. 

Chubais's comments were in 
response to an “open letter" from 
the policy-making Central Com¬ 
mittee, still largely in the bands of 
party conservatives, which 
blasted the Democratic Platform 
and awakened fears of a purge. 

“We have concluded that what 
has taken place is a Ligachev- 
conservative coup of the party 
leadership," said Chubais. 


Soviet television's main nightly 
new bulletin on Tuesday broad¬ 
cast the text of the open letter. 

“The time has come to decide 
what to do about those who put 
themselves outside the party. 
How can they stay in the Com¬ 
munist Party of the Soviet Un¬ 
ion? 0 it said. 

The letter indicated that the 
next party congress — scheduled 
to open on July 3 after being 
brought forward twice — would 
be a battlefield between the left 
and right wings. 


A Democratic Platform con¬ 
gress is set for late May but 
Chubais said the attacks by the 
Central Committee might force 
the group to act more quickly. 

Platform leaders put its 
numbers at well over 100,000 in¬ 
cluding many of the most promin¬ 


ent Soviet reformers, and chap¬ 
ters are active in 100 Soviet cities. 

Democratic Platform members 
in the past have said they did not 
seek an immediate split in the 
party and would intead fight to 
take control of the congress, 
which elects the Central Commit¬ 
tee and adopts social and econo¬ 
mic policy. 

The open letter, however, sug¬ 
gested the tiie leadership was 
seeking to control the party ranks 
ahead of the crucial congress. 

“It is important that delegates to 
the Congress are convinced Com¬ 
munists,” it said. 

The reading of the letter — 
repeated on television on 
Wednesday — follows recent 
attacks on reformers within the 
party by Ligachev and other con¬ 
servatives. 

Ligachev Sunday accused ebe 
leadership under President 
Mikhail Gorbachev of weakeness 
towards the radicals and deman¬ 
ded it get rid of them im¬ 
mediately. 

“There are forces in the party 
that oppose socialism,” Ligachev 


said. 

In Byelorussia, a hot-bed of 
conservatism, the leadership has 
already announced a purge of 
Democratic Platform members. 

Chubais told Reuters he had 
been expeDed from his local party 
organisation Tuesday. 

“Any transformation of the 
Communist Party has come to an 
end. It cannot be transformed 
and those of ns who have no 
illusions most act energetically 
and quickly,” he said. 

Democratic Platform, whose 
leadership includes populist Boris 
Yeltsin, historian Yuri Afanasiev 
and economist Gavriil Popov, has 
been debating since its formation 
in January whether to break with 
the National Party and form a 
Social Democratic Party. 


If a spirt occurs, it coahd be 
more serious than the break with 
the Baltic parties because it likely 
would take a small layer of die 
most progressive party members 
from across the Soviet Union, 
thereby forming a nationwide 
opposition. 


doses b order cities; 
travellers report deaths 


PEKING (R) — China has closed 
several towns in its northwest 
frontier region to foreigners amid 
unconfirmed reports of bloody 
riots between Muslim ethnic 
minorities and Chinese. 

A Xinjiang region spokesman, 
contacted by telephone from Pek¬ 
ing, Wednesday gave the first 
official confirmation that Kashgar 
and other oasis cities along the 
old silk road had been dosed to 
foreigners. 

He dismissed as "rumour" 
Western media reports that riots 
had broken out last week be¬ 
tween Islamic minorities and 
Chinese in a town near Kashgar 
and that troops sent to quell them 
had killed around SO people. 

However, the April 4 edition of 
the official Xijiang Daily, 
reaching Peking Wednesday, re¬ 
ported a crackdown on separatist 
activities in the region. 

It said the Communist Party 
had “comprehensively suppres¬ 
sed an illegal organisation bent 
on splitting the unity of the 


motherland" in Yili, an area 
along the border with the Soviet 
Union. 

Accounts of riots near Kashgar 
could not be independently con¬ 
firmed but. if accurate, described 
the worst violence seen in China 
since troops crushed democracy 
demonstrations in Peking last 
June with heavy loss of lne. 

Xinjiang's mountains and de¬ 
serts, covering an area three 
times the size of France, are 
home to about IS million people. 
Half are ethnic minorities sharing 
the Islamic faith with Muslims 
living across a long border with 
the Soviet Union's recently re¬ 
bellious Asian republics. 

The fabled silk road city of 
Kashgar, around which the anti- 
Chinese riots are reported to 
have erupted, is some 500 
kilometres southwest of the Yili 
Valley mentioned in the Xinjiang 
Daily. 

The newspaper report did not 
say where or how the “illegal 
organisation” operated or how it 


was s u ppressed. The report was 
the first official indication of un¬ 
rest in Xinjiang last week. 

It blamed the trouble on “hos¬ 
tile foreign forces” and said that 
education had been s tre ng thened 
among Communist cadres and 
the broad masses to heighten 
vigilance against separatists. 

Mohammad, an official at the 
foreign affairs office in Xinjiang's 
regional capital Unmtqi, told 
Reuters by telephone that several 
cities bad been closed to fore¬ 


igners. 

“Facilities are very bad now for 
receiving foreign guests in Kash¬ 
gar and other cities," Mohammad 
said. Alttu, Khotan and Knqa, 
other Muslim dominated-towns 
in the west Xinjiang, were also 
dosed but Ununqi was still open. 

A Japanese businessman arriv¬ 
ing in Peking from Ununqi 
Wednesday said he bad been 
warned by his driver not to ven¬ 
ture into the bazaar area of the 
city because of “rioting by minor¬ 
ity nationalities.'' 


Top U.S. aide meets Aquino 


MANILA, Philippines (AP)—A 
senior U.S. official met Wednes¬ 
day with President Corazon 
Aquino and said ties between 
Manila and Washington continue 
to be strong. 

Asst. Secretary of State 
Richard Solomon was the first 
senior American official to meet 
Mrs. Aquino since she had re¬ 
fused to meet Defence Secretary 
Dick Cheney last February be¬ 
cause she was angry about critical 
reporting of her administration in 
the U.S. media. 


“The fundamental is our sup¬ 
port of democracy here and we 
feel there is a strong basis of 
shared interest in security coop¬ 
eration and we look forward to 
negotiations on the bases as part 
of that broader relationship,” 
Solomon told reporters after his 
hourlong meeting. 

The lease on Clark Air Base, 
the Subic Bay Naval Base and 
four smaller installations expires 
next year. Talks on extending the 
agreement are scheduled to begin 
on May 14. 


Asked for his assessment of 
U.S.-Philippine ties in view of 
negative reports about graft and 
corruption in the Aquino admi¬ 
nistration, Solomon said: “I think 
they are basically very solid.” 

Solomon also said the Soviet 
military threat was never a 
primary focus of security coop¬ 
eration with the Philippines, a 
former U.S. colony. Some Filipi¬ 
no officials have called for a U.S. 
pullout because of the wanning of 
relations between Moscow and 
the West. 

After an earlier meeting with 
Philippine Foreign Secretary 
Raul Manglapus, Solomon said 
talks on the future of the bases 
will be “intense." 

The Philippines is among the 
five largest recipients of U.S. 
economic aid, and several U.S. 
congressmen have predicted 
dramatic reductions in assistance 
if the bases are closed. 

In Washington, the White 
House has announced that the 
U.S. negotiating panel would be 
led by Richard L. Armitage, an 
Asian affairs specialist and for¬ 


mer Defence Department offi¬ 
cial. Manglapus will be the chief 
Philippine negotiator. 

Any agreement must be 
approved by two-thirds of the 
23-member Senate, where 
opposition to the bases is strong. 
Mrs. Aquino has also expressed 
unhappiness over a S96-milHon 
cut Congress made in the U.S. 
administration's request of $360 
minion to compensate the Philip¬ 
pines for the use of the bases. 


Because of the political sensi¬ 
tivity of tire bases issue, Filipino 
officials have described the up¬ 
coming session as “exploratory 
talks,” after which they wQ] de¬ 
cide whether to move to formal 
negotiations. 

Solomon said be believed the 
exploratory talks win lead to for¬ 
mal negotiations. But a senior 
Filipino official, who is involved 
in tile bases issue, told reporters 
“that is his (Solomon) own 
perception. We can’t deride be¬ 
fore the exploratory talks.” 

The official spoke on condition 
be not be named. 


Greek 

conservative 
government 
takes over 


ATHENS (R) — Greece’s first 
conservative government since 
1981 took office Wednesday after 
winning elections on pledges to 
ion back eight years of Socialist 
rule. 

Gonstantnie MitsotaJris, 71, 
leader of the conservative New 
Democracy Party, was sworn in 
as prime minister by President 
Christos Sartzetakis at the pres¬ 
idential palace in central Athens. 

The 39-member cabinet, all 
from the New Democracy Party, 
was then sworn in and die gov¬ 
ernment immediately met to be¬ 
gin charting its new course for 
Greece. 

Mitsotalds won 150 seats in the 
300-strong parliament in last Sun¬ 
day's elections. He then secured 
the backing of a centrist deputy, 
giving him a paper-thin 151 
majority and a base to start car¬ 
rying out his ambitious economic 
programmes. 

It is Greece's first single-party 
government since the Socialist 
Party Pasok lost power last June 
in a crushing election defeat after 
being dragged down by fin ancial 
and political scandals. 

Since June Greece has been 
ruled by two weak coalition gov¬ 
ernments, and derisions on all 
major policy, domestic and fore¬ 
ign, have been frozen. 

Antonis Samaras, Harvard-edu¬ 
cated and a rising star in the New 
Democracy Party, was named 
foreign minister. He held the post 
in an all-party government 
formed last November and was 
finance minister in a coalition 
government after the June elec¬ 
tion. 

George Soofiias was named 
national economy minister, a job 
be held after the June vote, and 
will be in charge of sweeping 
reforms to deal with a severe 


economic crisis. 

The economy has been stagger¬ 
ing under heavy debts and the 
highest inflation, 16.5 per cent 
annually, in the European < Com¬ 
munity. The EC has told Greece 
“drastic and immediate” econo¬ 
mic measures were needed. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Peacekeepers arrive in Nicaragua 


Tanks deployed in Karachi 


MANAGUA, Nicaragua (AP) — U.N. peacekeeping troops have 
arrived m Honduras to begin disbanding the Nicaraguan rebels. 
Meanwhile, the leftist Sandinistas warned there could be renewed 
fighting. A contingent of 170 Venezuelan paratroopers arrived 
Tuesday jn Honduras, where the rebels, known as contras, have 
base camps. Their Spanish commander, Gen. Agustin 
Qaesada Gomez, said Venezuela will send a total of 700 soldiers. 
They will be joined by troops from several other countries. The 
United Nations Observer Force will supervise the demobilisation 
in both Honduras and Nicaragua and the destruction of the rebels' 
U.S.-supplied arms. The contras on Nicaraguan territory are 
supposed to gather in “safety zones” once the U.N. peacekeeping 
force can ensure a ceasefire. An estimated 9,000 contras have 
returned to Nicaragua in recent months, leaving the Honduran 
camps almost deserted. 


KARACHI (R) — Tanks and armoured personnel carriers 
moved into the Pakistani city of Karachi Wednesday to guard 
against violence following the death at a leading political activist 
shot last week. Three tanks and eight arm our ed personnel carriers 
took up position not for from the Aga Khan Hospital before a 
hospital spokesman announced that activist Najib Ahmad had 
died. Ahmad, a leading figure in the student wing of the ruling 
Pakistan People's Party (PPP). had been on a life support system 
since being shot last Friday. At least 19 people died after the 
attack sparked a weekend of violence between PPP supporters 
and the Mohajir National Movement (MQM) that dominates this 
port city of eight million people. Troops and paramilitary rangers 
have been patrolling Karachi since Monday to try to contain 
violence, fuelled by the easy availability of Kalashnikov assault 
rifles in Pakistan. 


7 ethnic ministers quit In Kosovo 


BELGRADE (R) — The regional premier and six ethnic 
Albanian ministers have resigned in Yugoslavia’s troubled Koso¬ 
vo province, the newspaper Borba said Wednesday. Their 
resignations followed a crackdown by the Republic of Serbia, of 
which Kosovo is part. 


Hungary reports rise in refugee Influx 


Jaruzelski arrives for Soviet visit 


MOSCOW (R) — Polish president Wojdecb Jaruzelski arrived 
Wednsday in the western Ukrainian city of Lvov—once a part of 
Poland—for the start of an official visit, the Soviet News Agency 
TASS said.' Jaruzelski, here at the invitation of Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev, arrived as solidarity leader Lech Walesa 
launched his campaign to replace tire general as Poland's 
president. The Communist Party daily Pravda said the visit, and 
talk* between Jaruzelski and Gorbachev, would “promote the 
development and consolidation of friendly relations between die 
USSR and Poland." 


BUDAPEST (R) — Almost 200 refugees a day are crossing into 
Hungary from Romania’s Transylvania region, up five times since 
ethnic dashes killed three people last month, die daily Magyar 
Hirlap reported Wednesday. Hie Hungarian media called the 
dashes between Romanian nationalists and ethnic Hungarian 
residents in the Transylvanian town of Tirgu Mures a pogrom. 
Magyar Hirlap said that before the dashes only 30 to 40 refugees 
had crossed the border each day. More than two million of 
Romania’s population are ethnic Hungarians and many live in 
Transylvania, a former Hungarian territory. Hungary has com¬ 
plained that Romania’s new leaders are dragging their feet over 
restoring human and minority rights to the ethnic. Hungarians, 
who were exposed to severe assimilation policies under the late 
Romanian President Nicolae Ccascscu. Most of the new arrivals 
are intel le ct u a l s who feel compelled to leave Romania for their 
children's security, Magyar Hirlap said. 


Nepalese king withdraws from 
active participation in politics 


KATHMANDU, Nepal (Agen¬ 
cies) — King Birendra has with¬ 
drawn from active participation 
in politics and wants the govern¬ 
ment to heal the wounds caused 
by a crackdown on Nepal's pro- 
democracy movement. Foreign 
Minis ter Pashupati Rana said 
Wednesday. 


Meanwhile, state-run radio 
announced that all charges would 
be dropped against activists 
arrested since the movement 
began on Feb. 18. The opposition 
estimates about 300 political pris¬ 
oners are in jail. 

Rana's statement was the first 
on the king’s role in Nepal’s new 
multiparty system, which Biren¬ 
dra approved Sunday. 

Rana said a centrist party and a 
left-wing coalition continued 
negotiations on forming a pro¬ 
visional g ove r nm ent 
The Nepali Congress Party and 
the United Left Front said Tues¬ 
day they would not participate in 
tire government if the present 
parlyless National Assembly, the 
Rnshtriya Panchayat, was not dis¬ 
solved. The two parties led the 
seven-week pro-democracy cam¬ 
paign that forced Birendra to 
establish a multiparty system. 

Political parties were banned in 
Nepal 29 years ago when the 
democratically elected govern¬ 


ment treaded by the Nepali Con¬ 
gress Party was sacked by Biren- 
dra’s father, Mabendra. It ended 
Nepal's only experiment with a 
Western-style democracy. 

The Nepal Congress Party 
went underground and continued 
tocampagm for multiparty demo¬ 
cracy. A' left-wing coalition 
joined Nepali Congress on Feb. 
18, setting off a popular move¬ 
ment supported by academicians, 
doctors, engineers, pilots and 
peasants. 

A government crackdown Fri¬ 
day left at least 200 people dead, 
witnesses said. The government 
said 10 people were foiled and 
107 injured. 

“For one and a half months a 
period of harshness, of great 
casualties, of great loss of lives 
has gone through this country. 
We want to heal these wounds to 
soothe anybody’s feelings where¬ 
ver they are hurt,” Rana said. 

Rana said the king, by deleting 
a reference to party lessness in the 
con sti t u t i on, has “relinquished 
participation in active politics.” 

But the state-run radio con¬ 
tinued to refer to the government 
as Efis Majesty’s government on 
Wednesday. In an afternoon 
news programme, it said “His 
Majesty’s government has de¬ 
cided to withdraw by Friday all 
criminal cases against those 


arrested during tire (pro-demo¬ 
cracy) movement.” 

To a question on the kmg 
tolerating criticism in tire future, 
Rana said "freedom of express¬ 
ion ^ been established. ..it is 
more likely that there would be 
praise of the king.” 

Under Nepalese law. the press 
or citizens are not allowed to 
criticise the institution of monar¬ 
chy and the royal family, 
although criticism of the govern¬ 
ment is tolerated. 

Birendra, 44, is the heir of tire 
shaha Dynasty that has held the 
throne since tire middle of tire 
18th century. Many Nepal is, 
especially illiterate farmers who 
compromise the bulk of this 
country’s 17 million people, view 
.him as the reincarnation of Hindu 
god, Vishnu. 

Rana has also promised a free 
press in the Himalayan kingdom. 
“The ban on aD newspapers will 
be removed. All foreign news¬ 
papers can come in. You are free 
to write whatever you want," 
Rana told a news conference 
Tuesday. 

“The judicial commission will 
have the full scope of powers to 
suggest any land of punishment 
on anyone who c ommi tted exces¬ 
ses,” he said of the probe, which 
is to be headed by a supreme 
court judge. 


Kashmiri militants kill 2 more hostages 


SRINAGAR, India (Agencies) 

— lta« hmir i militan ts fighting In¬ 
dian rule have killed all three 
men they kidnapped in an effort 
to free colleagues from jail, 
police said Wednesday. 

The secessionists spectacularly 
killed one hostage near Indian 
Kashmir's police headquarters 
Tuesday afternoon. Police said 
the bodies of the two others were 
found dumped in a Srinagar sub¬ 
urb late Tuesday night. 

The two bodies were identified 
early Wednesday as those of Uni¬ 
versity of Kashmir Vice-Chancel¬ 
lor Mnsheer U1 Haq and his 
private se c r e t a ry, police said. 

Security forces p r o m ptly laun¬ 
ched a massive hunt for the kzHers 
across the Kashmir Valley, where 
all towns have been under con¬ 
stant curfew since the three men 
were kidnapped in two separate 
incidents Friday, 

Witnesses in Srinagar, summer 
capital of Jammu and Kashmir 
state, said troops cordoned off 
some areas, told people to leave 
their houses and then searched 
them. 

Police said the bodies of 
Musbeer U1 Haq and his secret¬ 
ary, Abdul Gani, were found by a 
suburban roadside. They were 
not able to say immediately how 
they bad been killed. 

University sources in New De¬ 


lhi said Musheer U1 Haq had cold 
colleagues daring a visit to tire 
capital last month that his term 
was over and he wanted to leave 
Kashmir, but the government had 
told h«n to stay on three more 
months. 

The Jammu and Kashmir Stu¬ 
dents Liberation Front (JKSLF), 
one of 30 groups fighting Indian 
rule of the country’s only Muslitn- 
majority state, claimed responsi¬ 
bility for the kidnappings and 
demanded the release of three 
detained colleagues in exchange 
for tile hostages. 

The government, heavily criti¬ 
cised after freeing militants in 
December in exchange for the 
kidnapped daughter of new 
Home Minister Mufti Moham¬ 
mad Sayeed, had shown no signs 
of conceding. 


The first of the three hostages 
to die was H.L. Khera, the Hindu 
manager of a state-run factory. 
* Muslim militants drove 
through curfew-bound Srinagar 
in broad daylight, threw him out 
of the car near state police head¬ 
quarters and killed him in a burst 
of automatic gunfire. 

There has been no official ex¬ 
planation of bow they were able 
to drive into one of Srinagar’s 
most heavily guarded areas, kill 
their hostage, then vanish. 


The g over nm ent, according to 
militan t spokesmen who tele¬ 
phoned reporters, bad angered 
the kidnappers with house-to- 
house searches in Srinagar’s old 
city, the mam c en tre of the re¬ 
volt. 

State officials said nearly 400 
people were detained in the sear¬ 
ches, most of them accused of 
helping the militants. 

They said among them was 
Syed AH Shah Geelani, leader of 
the Muslim fundamentalist 
Jmaat-E-Island Party, which 
wants Indian-ruled Kashmir to 
join Pakistan. 

On Tuesday, Indian Prime 
Minister Vishwanath Pratap 
Singh issued the tougbea of a 
long line of statements wanting 
Pakistan it could not win Kashmir 
without a war and told Indians to 
be “psychologically prepared” 
for one. 

“Our message to Pakistan is 
that you cannot get away with 
taking Kashmir without a war,” 
be told parliament. 

Some of the militant groups 
want a re-united and independent 
Kashmir. Others want to join 
Pakistan. 

About 100 Indian army trucks 
carrying an estimated 1,000 sol¬ 
diers in battle uniform were seen 
moving into Srinagar 
Wednesday. 


Pilots recall Battle of Britain 


LONDON (AP) — The aircraft 
that fought in the Battle of Bri¬ 
tain are ready again, with the 
crackle of gunfire and the voice of 
wartime leader Sir Winston Chur¬ 
chill on recordings to remember it 
all 50 years ago. 

“We had to fight the Germans 
and that was it. We were all 
young and we had no idea that we 
were making history,” said one¬ 
time Spitfire pilot Desmond 
Sheen at a preview Tuesday of 
the largest exhibition of tire 
anniversary year. 

The former flyer and other 
survivors of the airmen whom 
Churchfl] called “the few” wan¬ 
dered around their okl aircraft 
and those of their German ene¬ 


mies at the Royal Air Force 
(RAF) Museum at Hendon in 
north London. 

From Wednesday through Oct. 
31, visitors to ‘’tire Battle of 
Britain experience” can get some 
idea of what those combats in the 
sky must have been like over the 
four months from July through 
October 1940. A Hurricane and a 
Spitfire face a Messeischmrtt 109, 
Heinkel 111 and Junkers 87 Stuka 
dhrebomber. 

Sheen, 72, an Australian from 
Canberra who was twice shot 
down, once went into action 
three times on one day from 
Beggin Hill Airfield in Kent as 
the Germans swept in from the 
captured fields of northeast 


France. 

“The German fighter pilots 
were better trained than we were 
because they had seen action in 
the Spanish Givi] War and their 
tactics were better, too,” he said 
in an interview. 

“We had not been trained to 
attack fighters, only bombers, be¬ 
cause the Air Ministry did not 
think that German bombers 
would have fighter escorts.” 

Spitfire pilot Maurice Pocock, 
a Briton who was 20 in 1940, said 
be trained in 1938 after seeing a 
newspaper advertisement that 
said: “Learn to fly free.” 

He recalled the Spitfire as an 
“incredible aeroplane—it had so 
much power.” 


Study reports link between 


job stress and heart changes 


CHICAGO (AP) — Job stress 
can lead to high blood pressure 
and cause potentially dangerous 
physical changes in the heart, 
according to a new study of male 
workers. 

The findings are based on a 
study of 215 men ages 30 to 60 at 
seven work sites in New York 
City, indndjpg a stock-brokerage 
finn, private hospital and garbage 
collection facility, researchers 
wrote in Wednesday’s Journal of 
the American Medical Associa¬ 
tion. 

Job strain resulted when work¬ 
ers felt they faced high psycholo¬ 
gical demands without having 
much control over day-to-day de¬ 
risions, said Dr. Peter Schnall, 
the lead researcher at Cornell 
University Medical College in 
New York. 


cedes coronary disease and heart 
attacks, Pieper said in a tele¬ 
phone interview Tuesday. 

Their heart muscles were an 
average of 20 grammes bigger 
than those without job stress, a 
substantial difference but still 
within normal range, Schnall 


Twenty-one per cent of the 
subject suffered job strain, and 
faced about a three times greater 
risk of having high blood pressure 
than those who did not experi¬ 
ence job strain, said Col Pieper, 
a Cornell statistician. 

All men ages 30 to 40 years old 
with high-stress jobs had a “clini¬ 
cally significant” thickening of 
the heart’s left ventricle, or cham¬ 
ber, a condition that often pre- 


“To the best of our knowledge, 
this is the first time a psychologic¬ 
al variable based on job charac¬ 
teristics has been found to be 
related to both hypertension and 
anatomic increases in heart 
mass,” the researchers wrote. 

“If our model is correct, job 
situations where the level of work 
demands exceeds the individual's 
ability to control or deal with 
those demands creates a chal¬ 
lenge that activates the sympathe¬ 
tic nervous system and leads to an 
elevation of blood pressure at 
work. 

“Long-term exposure (over 
yeans) to job strain is hypothe¬ 
sised to ultimately result in a 
sustained elevation of blood 
pressure that then causes structu¬ 
ral change in the cardiovascular 
system,” they wrote. 

While the notion that psycholo¬ 
gical factors can physically affect 
tire body is not new, ft is viewed 
with skepticism by some medical 


authorities. Dr. Bedford B. Wil¬ 
liams of Duke University Medical 
Centre said in an accom pan ying 
editorial. 

“If these results are considered 
along with the growing contribu¬ 
tions of neuroscience to our 
understanding of how the brain 
speaks to the body's organs, 
perhaps the idea that the brain 
plays a role in physical disease 
will soon seem less “revolution¬ 
ary* and more like ‘normal scien¬ 
ce’,” Williams said. 

The men studied had all work¬ 
ed in the same job for at 
three years, none was more than 
20 per cent overweight and none 
had suffered heart disease before 
the study began in 1986. Eighty- 
one per cent were white, the 
remaining were mostly blacks, 
and 87 had high blood pressure at 
the start of the study. 

The authors concluded that job 
strain was “significantly related” 
to high blood pressure and in- 


for factors such as age, alcohol 
intake and smoking. 

“We’re not showing that job 
strain is causing heart disease,” 
Scfroell said. “What we’re show¬ 
ing is that job strain is causing a 
change in nmsde mass" that 
■could lead to disease. 
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Kennedy classmates 
admire G6rbachev 


more 


CAMBRIDGE, Mass. (R) 
Former classmates in Harvard 
College's class of i WO admire tfw 
U S. President iohn Ken¬ 
nedy less than Mikhail Gor¬ 
bachev. Kennedy, presdcwf friss 
1961 10 1963, did not even make 
the top 10 in the poll asking class 
members which figures of the 
50 years thev admired most. Win¬ 
ston Churchill and Harvard 
M fduate Franklin Roosevelt, the 
leaders of Britain and the United 
States at the time the class gradu¬ 
ated. were the first and second 
most admired figures. The S ov i e t 
Icariyr was sixth on the fast- Ken¬ 
nedy was 14th — behind B l e a ftfl r 
Roosevelt. Mahatma Gandhi, 
Martin Luther Kina and British 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatch¬ 
er — and just ahead of American 
composer Leonard Bernstein.- 


Woman married 
deceased fiance 


CRICQUEBOEUF, France 
(AP) — A woman whose fiance 
died nearly a year ago married 
him anyway last weekend is a 
ceremony that made ter a wed¬ 
ded woman for 24 hours, town 
officials said Tuesday. Airee- 
Marie Beroicot was married 
Saturday to Pierre-Jean Gamon, 
for reasons she did not reveal. 
She was declared a widow Sun¬ 
day. Camoa, 59, died May 22. 
1989, of an undisclosed illness 
just days before hk scheduled 
wedding to Miss Bemicot. 35, the 
officials said. In an exception to 
the civil code that provides for 
posthumous marriages for mtfrt- 
ary and pregnant women. Mis? 
Bernicoi was given permission to 
many her deceased fiance. She 
did so in a brief civil ceremony at 
Mayor Jean Gaston's office, 
wearing a black and white suit, 
gloves and a black hat. Gaston, a 
family friend and lawyer at the 
Paris Appeals Court, used his 
influence to help her get married. 
The mayor said that the publica¬ 
tion of intentions, required for 
marriage in France, and corro¬ 
boration by witnesses showed 
Ca mop's willingness to have mar¬ 
ried. The final request received 
the required presidential signa¬ 
ture in November. 


Harrison Ford 
buys a motorcycle 


GREEN RIVER, Wyoming 
(AP) — Actor Harrison Ford, 
whose breathtaking chase scenes 
have characterised his role as film 
adventurer Indiana Jones, stop¬ 
ped in this southern Wyoming 
town last week and quietly 
bought a new motorcycle. Linda 
Stance, a clerk at the Haxiey- 
Davidson of Green River 
Motorcycle Shop, said Ford spent 
about 45 minutes Thursday 
buying a 1990 black and cream 
Heritage model Harley. Stance 
said Ford, who owns land near 
Jackson, called earlier in the 
week to ask if the shop carried 
the motorocyde. Told the bike 
was available, he said he would 
fly to the Rode Springs airport 
and would need a lift to the shop. 
Linda Laughtin, the shop's own¬ 
er, gave Ford a ride from the 
airport to Green River 


Judge; Women don’t 
mean no when It 
comes to sex 


LONDON (AP) — 
Bailey jury deared a V 
man man of rape eftarg 


day after a judge toi 1 jt 
a woman who says “f d” 


necessarily mean < . 
women say no ihev d i 
mean no.” Judge Rayn» 
told the jurors in summi 
“Men can't turn t! 
turns on and off like a ta 
women can.” German 
man Dieter Kemp, 39, 
that die alleged rape vi 
consented to have sex w 
his west London apartn 
drinking three bottles 
pagne, some sake and 
marijuana. The woman 
that Kemp had raped hi 
her protests. After 
s instructions to 
Labour Party lawmaker 
wise said Dean shoul 
moved from the bench, 
who can say that when it 
sexual intercourse... fe 
competent to be a jut 
sakL Kemp maintained 
y&r-cAd woman accuse 
rape after he refused tc 
£10,000 ($16,400) and v 
allow her and her boy 
°wve into his apartn 
forensic evidence was s 
to.tbe jury, but they fa, 
Pghce found no bntiap 
woman’s body or any 
***** on her cJo-Jring. T 
toW the jury he agreed i 
verdict 




% ■ s’ i-" 









